Blaine Visitor
January 2026

Qur Mission

Our purpose at Blaine Christian Church is to live and share the love of God as revealed
inJesus Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Together, we seek to learn,
teach, hear, minister, support, grow, and worship as a community of faith. As Christ’s
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with God’s love to those outside the church.
Thus, as part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve both the physical and spiritual
needs of our immediate commugity and the world. To this end, we commit ourselves to
witness and serve in the#:ﬁivwship and traditions of the Christian Church.

Pastor Jim Thompson
Pastor David Spalding
(231) 352-9148
www.blainechristianchurch.org
email: blainechurch@gmail.com

Blaine Christian Church
7018 Putney Road
Arcadia, Ml 49613

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
8:30 am Praise & Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School (all ages)
11:00 am Traditional Service

Bible based. Jesus focused. People loving.
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January Ist is New Year's Day: The first day of the year. It is a time to reflect on last year
and set goals for the new year. It's a fresh op’for’runi’ry to set and achieve your goals in
this new year. Stumped about where to start? January 1st is also, Global Family Day: A
global day of peace and sharing. We can't go wrong with a little more generosity.

Of course, January 3rd is J.R.R. Tolkien Day: A celebration of John Ronald Reuel (J.R.R.)
Tolkien on his birthday. Tolkien's world-famous books include The Hobbit and The Lord of
the Rings. This holldoy shouldn't be confused with Tolkien Reading Day, celebrated every
year on March 25th.

January 4th is National Trivia Day: who doesn’t love unusual facts that few know but are
essential and fascinating? Then there’s January 6th. You know, Cuddle Up Day: A
reminder to snuggle up with someone for the health benefits and to keep warm during
those cold winter evenings.

January 8th is National JoyGerm Day: This day encourages us to share positivity and
appiness and make special efforts to spread joy wherever possible. The idea behind
alling it “joy germ” was that germs and other pathogens spread from person to person

so readily. Coincidentally, the 8th is also National Bubble Bath Day because the only

germ you want to spread is the germ of joy.

Jonuor{ 14th is National Dress Up Your Pet Day: A fun, ||ﬂh’r-hecrfed celebration of the
beautitul, precious pets that enhance our lives and brlg ten our homes daily by getting
them dressed in a costume.

If you've already had enough of these silly days, | found one just for you. January 16th is,
apparently, National Nothing Day. It is an anti-holiday where you can sit without
celebrating, observing, or honoring anything. You're not meant to do anything on this
day. Coincidentally, it's also National Religious Freedom Day: A day to reflect on our right
to prochce pray, and preach our faiths peacefully, openly, and without persecution.
Here's a suggestion from your pastor. Let's not make our days do nothing days. Let's
instead celebrate what Jesus Christ has done for us in salvation and ultimate freedom.
Let's spread the Gospel like a germ and celebrate every day like it's a gift from God,
because it is.

We should especially avoid the advice of those who practice “Quitters Day”, AK.A. Ditch
New Year's Resolutions Day, the second ('l'hIS year the third) Friday in January is the most
likely day people will give up their New Year's resolutions.

Whatever the day, we should heed the advice of Galatians 6:9 and never grow weary in
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

12025



January Service Information

Sermoh Schedule

January 4th - Pastor Jim
Ist Reading: Ezra 11:1-7

January 1ith - Pastor Jim
Ist Reading: John 10:1-10
2nd Reading: Nehemiah 2:1-10

January 18th - Pastor Jim e A0
Ist Reading: Ecclesiastes 4:7-12 256
2nd Reading: Nehemiah 3:1-32 2

January 25th - Pastor David B
Ist Reading: Ephesians 6:10-18
2nd Reading: Nehemiah 4

Serving this Month

Praise & Worship Service - 8:30 am
Worship Leader: Mary Barnum
Greeter: Robin Groesbeck

Usher:

Traditional Service - 11:00 am
Worship Reader: Tom Brown
Elders: Linda Byers & Bob Bell
Diaconate Servers: Ben & Angela DeWys &

Matt & Shannon Gillison

Greeter:

Usher:
Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell

2nd Reading: Nehemiah 1 J o

THANK Yyou

Dear Church Family,
Thank you all for the beautiful Christmas card and
thoughtful gift. It is a real privilege to serve as your
office manager; it's amazing how God opens one

door when one door closes. I've decided to put your 2

generous gift toward supporting a local charity
that’s close to my heart. Wishing you all continued
blessings for 2024!

Dodie Putney

Church Elders

Mary Barnum, 231-313-8922
Bob Bell, 231-970-1845
Linda Byers, 248-930-0278
Bruce Caylen, 231-218-6633
Deb Kessler, 309-371-8591
Deb Larimer, 231-620-5044
Karl Tietz, 231-590-4889
. Gary Waterson, 231-871-1130
Wl " ) Sally Wolverton, 231-468-9302

i

"= | Please reach out to any of the Elders
or Pastors if you need anEhing, orif
you would like to talk with someone
or have someone pray with you.
Elders are also available after each
worship service fo pray with you.

Pastor Jim Thompson, 231-429-6125
Pastor David Spalding, 517-617-3653

THANK Yyou

P Dear Church Family,
Many thanks for the Christmas gift | received
from you. It is such a joy to serve in our church
and do ministry with olrof you. Gary and | will

enjoy doing something special with the gift
and think of you as we enjoy our time together.

God's blessings as we continue to make Jesus

known in our community and world.
Carolyn Waterson, staff for education and
evangelism |




Announcements

WOMEN'S WINTER BIBLE STUDY
The Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer

Tuesday morning and night: The women's winter
Bible study will begin on January 13™ with a morning

session at :30 am and an evening session at 6:30
pm. The women will be studying “The Armor of Ged”

by Priscilla Shirer. In this seven-week video study,
Priscilla shares: The Armor of God, more than merely
a biblical description of the believer's inventory, is an

action plan for putting it on and developing a
personalized strategy to secure victory.”

RECENT BAPTISMS

During the month of November,
Cheryl Kemperman and Rita
Minteer were baptised as a
step in their faith journey and ¢

»

recognition of what the Bible
instructs us to do as believers.
Be in prayer for these folds as
they continue to follow Jesus

and grow in their faith.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4th

On the first Sunday of 2026 and in
celebration of Epiphany, we will
each receive a star during worship
with a word on it that will be your
word to ponder on and realize how
God is calling you to live the word
out in your life in 20268. The stars
will be picked randomly from a
basket outside the worship area.
Then you can take it home and post
it in a place where you will see it
each day. If you are not present on
January 4™, the stars will be
available on the 11" and 18" of
January in the fellowship hall, just
pick one up.

<

MEN'S WINTER BIBLE STUDY

Tuesday morning and night: There will be
a short-term (seven-week), Bible /bock study
beginning on Tuesday, January 13" at either
9:30 am or 6:30 pm on 1 Peter. It will look
at Peter's history as found in Mark and Acts,
the gospel message, Peter's charge for
Godly living as men, and how we should
serve Christ. There will be preparation for
each week. Speak with Gary Waterson for
more details.

ADOPT A WRESTLER

The Membership & Evangelism Committee is excited
o announce a new ministry called “Adopt o
Wrestler”. This ministry will allow members of Blaine
to adopt a wrestler on Pastor Jim's Benzie Central
wrestling team. All that is asked is that throughout
the season, you will write a few letters of
encouragement, make a couple homemade
treats/snacks, and possibly attend the one home
meet (Wednesday, January 7" at 6:00 pm at Benzie
Central High School). This is a great way for our
congregation to show support for the youth in our
community. Please see Pastor Jim if you would like to
sign up to adopt one of the wrestlers.

DINEUUT(V\
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Want to help out in our community and let someone else do the
cooking? Participating restaurants will give 10% of the meal
proceeds to BACN. In January, you can visit:

Dinghy's on Wednesday, January 14th from 11:30 am to 8:00 pm
A&W on Thursday, January 2%th from ? am to 8:00 pm
Stormeloud on Sunday, February lst from 12:00 to 8:00 pm
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

We will resume our regular Sunday School schedule on January 4%,
It will be good to gather to study God's word this winter.

The Nursery (2,3,and 4 year olds) and Beginner (pre-K and K) classes will be looking at the

early life of Jesus.

The Primary (I* - 3" grades) class will also be looking at the early life and ministry of Jesus.

The Middlers (4" - §" grades) will be looking at living life like Jesus.

The Youth (7" - 12" grades) will be studying with Pastor Jim, Trish, and Bob Bell. Plan to come

and bring a friend or two.

Adults have three options:

Romans study with Cynthia Briske and Shelli Merrill as leaders meeting in the library. This group
uses a studybook to do a detailed study of the books of the Bible.

What Nehemiah has to say to us today. Gary Waterson will be leading this study as the adults
look at the scriptures for the sermon series.

Foundations 260 study {a year-long study). Pastor David will lead the discussion on looking at
the main themes of the Bible for the next year.

rightnow MEDIA

RIGHTNOW MEDIA REMINDER

Our church has a Righthow Media membership,
which allows church members to access a Christian
library of studies, videos, etc., online at home.
Leaders in the church are also able to use the site
tor classes/studies. It is the hope that church folks
will use this library as a resource for personal and
group studies. It also has a wonderful children’s
section to use with your children at home. You can
scan the QR code or business cards are located at
the Welcome Center for you to take and get started
using this resource. Feel free to contact the church
office and leave a message if you need further

assistance. :




Looking for Something to Do?

January Activitics
A Time for Us Men’s Monda
A widows supfor’r group will be Nighf Bible Stu
meeting on January 7th and starts at 6:00 pm in

January 2ist from 1:30 to 3:00 pm
here at the church in the lower
level entrance classroom.

the youth area
downstairs. Led by
Rob Janusch

Reach out to Shirley Felt or
Stonna Spalding for
more intormation.

and Bruce Caylen.

WRAPPED IN GOD’S LOVE

Quilters Group
Will be meeting on the following
dates in January:
6th - Noon - 3:00 pm
7th- 9:00 am - Noon
20th - Noon - 3:00 pm
21st - 9:00 am - Noon
The group meets here at the
church in the large lower-level
classroom. See Maggie Baker or
Sally Wolverton with questions.

LUNCH WITH FRIENDS
Lunch with Friends will be meeting in
the fellowship area of the church on

Thursday, January 8th at 12 noon.
Brin?
(=

for

a dish o share and come join us
llowship and the card ministry to
our more shut-in folks. Bring a friend!

Men’'s Wild Game Dinner

Mark your calendars now for
the annual Men’s Wild Game
Dinner. Saturday, January 31*'
at 5:00 pm here at the church.
This is a great time for men to
come together, taste some wild
game, and enjoy some wild
stories of the one that did (or
did not) get away. You are
asked to bring your favorite
wild game dish to share alon
with a food donation for BACN.
If you have any questions,
please reach out to Ben DeWys
or the church office.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Will be meeting on January 7th and January
21st, starting at 6:00 pm here at the church
with dinner and discussion. Pastor David and
Sue continue to provide leadership for this
roup. If you are post-high school individuals

through a

fun, study,
to come with you in the new year.

in this group for

e 39, come and
p. Invite a friend
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enjoy time together.

and 27th.

Women's

Announcements

Bible Study
Either 9:30 am or 6:30 pm here
at the church. See the

information.

Tuesday

page for more _;

Do you like to play
board or card games?
roup that gathers
and 4th Tuesdays
of each month from 2 -5 pm

to play games, snack, and
January
meeting dates are the 13th

NS g

Wednesday, January 28th ot
5:30 pm will be our January
all church potluck with
Worship on Wednesday at
6:15pm. This is a chance to
have a meal with others in the
church and spend time in
worship with them. Bring a
dish to share, a friend, and
come for the evening.

Men’s Tuesday
Bible Study
with Gary Waterson. Either 9:30
am or 6:30 pm here at the
church. See the Announcements
page for more information.




Volunteers are Needed

Volunteers are the heart of our church community, and we depend on your willingness to serve in
various roles to keep our ministries thriving. There are sign-up sheets located within the fellowship
hall. Below are some of the areas we are looking for volunteers. Whether you have a few hours to

give or can commit to a regular schedule, every bit of help makes a difference and allows us to
offer meaningtul services, events, and outreach programs for all ages.

Young Adult Ministry
(YAM):

Provide a simple meal for the
group. There is a sign-up
sheet in the fellowship hall or
speak with Mary Barnum.

Advent/Christmas Thank You
Thank you to all who helped to
make our Advent/Christmas
season at Blaine a special time of
worship, learning, fellowship, and

encouragement. As we move into

2026, remember that we are
called to share “"HEAVEN'S CHILD"
that is Jesus, and live out or faith

with God's love and tell them

about Jesus and love on them.

SUNDAY MORNINGS:

Be a worship leader, a worship
reader, a greeter, or an usher.
There is a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board in the fellowship
hall. See Carolyn Waterson if
you would be interested in
leading a Children’s Moment.

Fellowship:
There is a sign-up sheet on the
serving table for those who are

service host/hostess. The
church provides
coffee/tea/hot
chocolate /apple juice /water,
We just need people to provide
and serve a light snack.
Nothing too elaborate. If you
are still unsure, please reach
out to Rick Kemperman, Maggie
Baker, or Dodie Putney for help
and more information.

interested in serving as an after

HELPING HANDS MINISTRY AT BLAINE
Deseription: Helping Hands is a volunteer ministry of "helps” designed to provide
practical assistance to church members in need. Assistance may include simple
odd jobs or errands, light cleaning, or rides. Requests.are met on a voluntary basis as

persons are willing and able.

KIDS KARE:

Kids Kare is a ministry for our younger children (2nd grade
and younger) during the worship services. This is not Sunday
School, but a less structured time of story and craft that
follows the children’s moment in worship for those young
children whose parents feel they are not quite ready to be in
worship the whole time. If you are a high school youth or an
adult who would like to help with this ministry, speak with
Trish Thompson (CE chair) or Carolyn Waterson (CE staff) for
more information or to volunteer. All supplies are provided. It
is a great way to get to know some of our younger children.
Thank you to those who already servein this ministry:

Goal: To connect those who need help with someone who is able and willing to help on a short-

term basis.

Check out the bulletin board: If you need help, post your need and/or look for a name and

number that can help
you can help

you. If you are willing to help, add your name/phone number and the area
in. It is the hope that this will connect folks who have needs with someone who can

meet that need. All skills and help are needed and helpful, so add your name and phone number
and be a blessing to someone as you serve. It could also be the beginning of a new friendship.
Carolyn Bell has volunteered to be the head of this ministry and will help connect those that need
help with those that are willing helpers. Feel free to contact her if you need help.




Mission Committee Update

Blaine makes Christmas brighter for kids, moms, and
senior citizens
Over 50 gifts were provided to 15 local children through Blaine's
generous participation in this year's Angel Tree Project. Church
members tock tags from the tree for 11 children on the first Sunday in
December and returned gifts the following week.

Four additional students whose names came in the following week
were also provided gifts through the generous tithing of November.

In addition to the projects supported by
Blaine's generous manthly tithing, the church
has been able to help numerous people with

medical bills, heating costs, and other
miscellaneous needs through the use of
discretionary fungs.

The Mission Committee thanks the church for
the opportunity to be its hands and feet in
helping numerous people in multiple ways in

2025. The committee welcomes suggestions
for projects, so if you hear of someone in
need or have a suggestion for how our
church’s tithing shoulgie spent, reach out to
a committee member. Current members
include Sue Spalding s_chair), Mercy
Sobkoviak, Mary Pulido, Trevor Magnotti,
Wendy Delisle and Penny Sorensen.

The church was also able to purchase gifts for the moms and children
currently living at Hope House through funds received in November.

In addition to the gifts provided to local youth and Hope House,
Blaine sent October’s E% tithing of over $900 to Benzie Senior
Resources to help purchase items tor the holiday gift bags that were
delivered to local senior citizens. Additionally, over 200 kids received
gift boxes packed at Blaine and sent overseas through Operation
Christmas Child.

Year in Review reveals how the 2025 Missions tithing blessed numerous others
¢ January's tithing was sent to the Native American Christian Academy, where Nina Margetson and her
randdaughter went on a mission trip.

. gebrucry's tithing built up the Camp Scholarship Fund and several local youth attended Christian camps this
summer.

¢ March's tithing supported the mission trip to NC, where the team helped rebuild homes following damage caused
by Hurricane Helene.

* April's tithing is helping make home improvements for a local resident.

s May was designated “Mom’s Month” with tithing geing to Hope House, and meney from the baby bottle blitz went
to the Lighthouse Pregnancy Center.
June's tithing went to the Adult and Teen Challenge program.

July's tithing went to the Kerr County Texas Flood %elief und.

August’s tithing helped Frankfort Schools start up its food pantry.

September’s tithing purchased gift cards that were given to area school counselors to help with student needs.
October’s tithing went to Benzie Area Senior Resources for holiday gift ba

November's tithing supported the Angel Tree Project, which provideg
Hope House.

¢ December's tithing recipient is yet to be determined.

s
gifts ?or local children and the families at the

Property Committee Meeting
Tuesday, January 13th ot 11:00 am

All are welcome to attend!

Monday, January 5th at 9:00 am
All are welcome to attend!

Cellowshi Committee Meeting

Heritage Hall Project Update

The Heritage Hall Design Team, consisting of Pastor Jim, Pastor David, Jenny Caylen, Sonja Reitan, Trish
Thompson, Ron Sobkoviak, and Chuck Wolverton, has been busy making decisions and getting work done on
the renovation of Heritage Hall. We're getting there! The project has progressed more quickly than it seemed

it could when we first started planning the work.

The painting of the ceiling and walls has been completed. We received one of the lights that had tentatively
chosen so we could install it and decide if the lights were what we wanted. It was given unanimous
approval, and the rest of the lights are on order. The remedeling of the entryway has been completed
except for the new exterior doors (which are on order) and looks amazing. The 100-inch television has been
mounted on the west wall but still needs to be powered and the sound bar system installed. Once the lights
are received and installed, we will be ready for the new carpeting, hopetully in mid-January.

Praise to God for all the work that has been done and for the generosity of our congregation that allowed
us to fund such a wonderful project!
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January Dates to Remember

Fellowship Committee Meeting - 9:00 am

Men's Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Quilters Group - 12:00 - 3:00 pm

Quilters Group - 9:00 am - Noon
A Time for Us Widows Group - 1:30 pm
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) - 6:00 pm

Lunch with Friends - 12:00 Nocn

Men's Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Men & Women’s Bible Study - 9:30 am
Property Committee Meeting - 11:00 am
Gamers’ Day - 2:00 pm

Men & Women’s Bible Study - 6:30 pm

A Time for Us Widows Group - 1:30 pm
Elders Meeting - 6:30 pm

Men'’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Men & Women’s Bible Study - 9:30 am
Quilters Group - 12:00 - 3:00 pm
Men & Women’s Bible Study - 6:30 pm

Quilters Group - 9:00 am - 12:00
A Time for Us Widows Group - 1:30 pm
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) - 6:00 pm

Men'’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Men & Women's Bible Study - 9:30 am
Gamers’ Day - 2:00 pm
Men & Women's Bible Study - 6:30 pm

A Time for Us Widows Group - 1:30 pm
All Church Potluck - 5:30 pm
Worship on Wednesday - 6:15 pm

Men's Wild Game Dinner - 5:00 pm

Choir Practice

Each Sunday Evening

Deadline for the February Blaine
Visitor is January 26th



January:
~~Birthday’s~~

] Kylee Merrill

2 Bonnie Wernick

3 Nina Margetson, Rita Minteer, David Spalding
5  Brielle Gillison, Maggie MacDonald
8  Sophie Kohler .

10 Gary Waterson 5

12 Joanne LaPointe /4
16 Elizabeth Merrill-Tietz k\

17 Ruth Kladder T
20 Oden Kohler

21 Ayden Collins

22 Judy He (Jansen) £

24 Kari MacDonald S L/
25  Ken Moore '

26 Julie Jones

27  Leslie Putney .

29  Elaine Putney

If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
please email the church office and we will
happily get our list updated.

where does a
snowman keep
his money?

Committee Chairs

Christian Education

Trish Thompson (231) 429-6125
Congregational Fellowship
Rick Kemperman (231) 463-0617
Membership & Evangelism
Ben DeWys (616) 490-2508
Missions

Sue Spalding {517) &17-3661
Property

Chuck Wolverton (231) 912-0505
Worship

Tom Brown (231) 383-2364

Staff

Office Manager- Dodie Putney
Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 9 am - 2 pm

Pillar lll: Christian Education &
Membership & Evangelism
Carolyn Waterson (231) 882-9802

In a'snowibank!
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