
Blaine Christian Church
 7018 Putney Road
Arcadia, MI 49613

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
8:30 am Praise & Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School (all ages)

11:00 am  Traditional Service

Bible based. Jesus focused. People loving.
 

Pastor Jim Thompson
Pastor David Spalding 

(231) 352-9148 
www.blainechristianchurch.org 
email: blainechurch@gmail.com

Our Mission
Our purpose at Blaine Christian Church is to live and share the love of God as revealed

in Jesus Christ through the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Together, we seek to learn,
teach, hear, minister, support, grow, and worship as a community of faith. As Christ’s
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with God’s love to those outside the church.

Thus, as part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve both the physical and spiritual
needs of our immediate community and the world. To this end, we commit ourselves to

witness and serve in the fellowship and traditions of the Christian Church. 

Blaine Visitor
December 2025December 2025



I  love sitting in the woods. It is an extremely calming experience that truly allows me to
clear my mind and enjoy God’s beautiful creation. There is something majestic about
watching the forest or field come to life. To see the trees, hear the birds, watch the
squirrels, and, of course, to have the adrenaline rush of seeing a buck walk out in front of
you seemingly out of nowhere is quite an experience! Whether you love to hunt or you
don’t, I believe there are some things we can all learn from hunting.

Hunting has shown me, time after time, that creation demands a Creator and intelligent
design demands an intelligent Designer. The Psalmist declared, “The heavens declare the
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day after day they pour forth
speech; night after night they display knowledge” (Psa. 19:1). Creation screams that God
exists and the Bible tells us “who” God is! God spoke the world into existence (Psa. 33:6,
9) and the world displays His “eternal power”. There is, then, no excuse for someone to
say there is a lack of evidence for His existence (Rom. 1:20). To be immersed in God’s
creative rhythm, to hear the animals, to smell leaves and dirt, and to be able to get an
adrenaline rush is all a credit to the God who made it all (Acts 17:22-32).

Over many years of hunting, I have learned the value of being still. One of the most
comforting passages in all of Scripture is Psalm 46. In that Psalm, we are taught to trust
in God for He is our refuge, strength, and an ever-present help in times of trouble. As you
work your way through the Psalm, you learn not to fear. Instead, you are told to be
encouraged knowing that God is in control. The heartbeat of the Psalm is found in vs. 10:
“Be still, and know that I am God.” How often do you get away from all of the noise of
life and just get quiet? As we face the constant press of life, it is extremely important
that we take the time to “be still.” 

Hunting has also taught me the importance of quality time with God. The Bible says that
we are to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17). I don’t think that meant just from my deer
stand. This means that we need to have a constant attitude of prayer and do it often.
Jesus, as busy as He was, made time to pray (Mark 1:35) and we must do the same.
Successful hunters know that there is no substitute for time in the stand. If you want to
harvest an animal, you have to commit time to being in the field. In the same way, if you
want to see the fruit of your belief in God, you must spend time with Him!

Finally, hunting has taught me the impact of making memories. It has been said that you
don’t appreciate the beauty of a moment until it becomes a memory. I have already
made some wonderful memories with my dad, my siblings, and my kids while hunting.
These moments with my family and friends will always be cherished and I hope my kids
pass on these traditions to their kids. The lessons I am able to teach them through these
occasions will hopefully stick with them for the rest of their lives. As they learn to
appreciate God’s creation, see the beauty in slowing down, and enjoy what God has
given, I truly hope they can apply these lessons spiritually and draw closer to God.

Fr
om the Pastor’s Desk



Advent Readers
Thank you to the following people who are reading during the Advent Candle Lighting time of worship:

Karl & Elizabeth Tietz
Sonya Reitan & Tom Brown
Trevor & Gloria Magnotti

Ken & Rhonda Nye
Wayne & Lynda Faber

Bob & Carolyn Bell
Bob & Deb Larimer

Sermon Schedule
December 7th - Pastor David Spalding
1st Reading:  Luke 1:67-80
2nd Reading:  Micah 5:1-5

December 14  - One Service - 10:00 am - Children’s Programth

December 21st - One Service - 10:00 am - Christmas Cantata

December 28th - Pastor Jim - One Service - 10:00 am
1st Reading:  Genesis 50:19-26
2nd Reading:  Deuteronomy 34:1-12

Serving this Month
Praise & Worship Service - 8:30 am
Worship Leader:  Bruce Caylen
Greeter:  Robin Groesbeck
Usher:  Shirley Felt

Traditional Service - 11:00 am
Worship Reader:  Tom Brown
Elders:  Bob Bell & Bruce Caylen
Diaconate Servers:  Ralph & Kate Jenkins & Wayne & Nina Margetson
Greeter:  
Usher: 

Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell

December Service Information



ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 
Worship Schedule & Special Events

Children’s Christmas Service
December 14  - One Service at 10:00 amth

Our children and teens will be bringing
the morning message through readings
and a living nativity with songs and
actions.  It will be a special morning as
the church family gathers to see the
nativity in a fresh way.  Fellowship time to
follow. Come and bring others with you
to celebrate the joy of our children/teens
serving.

Christmas Cantata
December 21   - One Service at 10:00 amst

The choir will be bringing the message in
song and readings as we gather to
“Celebrate Heaven’s Child”.  This too will
be a one service morning with
programming for younger children during
the service.  Fellowship time to follow the
service.  Come and bring your music
loving friends to hear the message of
Christmas.

Christmas Caroling
December 21   -  4:00 pmst

Our church has a long-standing tradition
of Christmas Caroling to our more shut-in
folks each December.  We are looking for
32 people who enjoy singing and want to
brighten the lives of others to sign up and
commit to this time of serving.  Because
of the distance between houses we like
to send out 3 groups of singers. It is a
wonderful time of fellowship and the
return of smiles and joy will make you
glad you said “yes”.  Participants will
return to the church for chili and
Christmas goodies.

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24   - 8:00 pm (new time)th

We will gather to once again celebrate the
birth of Jesus into our world and end our
time of waiting. There will be scripture
readings, music, communion and candles
as we worship together and “celebrate
heaven’s child” the gift God sent us in His
Son, Jesus. There will be a short time of
fellowship following the worship service.
Come with your family to worship with the
church family on this special night.

Sunday, December 28  - 10:00 amth

Again, we will gather as one body for worship
and begin to look forward to a new year of
following and sharing Jesus. There will be
programming for younger children during
worship. Fellowship time to follow.



PIE DAY
We would like to thank all of the wonderful workers we had for Pie Day on Friday, November 7th.  It was a great
day, we made 870 pies, and we were done by 12:15 p.m.  We had a great team of people for the clean-up as
well.  This day could not have happened without the volunteers and the donations from generous people.
Everyone did a great job.  Hope to see all of you next year! - Julie Zych

STEWARDSHIP 2026
Our theme for the Stewardship drive for our 2026 estimate of giving is “Jesus Loves”.  Thank you
to all who have already sent in their commitment cards.  If you haven’t yet done so, it would be
helpful to do this soon.  A final report on the drive will be given at the congregational meeting on
December 10th.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
The Armor of God by Priscilla Shirer

Starting in January 2026, there will be a new women’s Bible study that will meet on Tuesdays (9:30 am and 6:30
pm) for 7 weeks.  The cost of the book will be approximately $25.  There will be a sign-up sheet in the fellowship
hall with a deadline to sign up of December 15th.  Watch for more information in the weekly bulletin and
January’s Blaine Visitor.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
There will be a new men’s Bible study starting in January 2026.  This group will also meet on Tuesdays (9:30 am
and 6:30 pm).  More details will be shared later in the month. Watch the weekly bulletin and January’s Blaine
Visitor.

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS for 2026
Do you want to read through the Bible, but have a hard time knowing where to start? If so, you may want to join
Pastor David in a new Sunday School class, which will begin on January 4th. The class will be based on the
Foundations 260 (F260) Bible reading plan. 

The F260 is a Bible reading plan for busy believers that walks readers through 260 foundational passages over
the course of a year. It’s designed for reading five days a week, giving readers weekends off (or time to catch
up if you miss a day). The F260 also highlights memory verses each week to complement your reading as you
journey through the Bible.

Each week, the Sunday School class will go over the reading covered during the week using a journaling
technique called H.E.A.R. (H.E.A.R. stands for Highlight, Explain, Apply and Respond). Those joining the class will
read five passages during the week, journal using the H.E.A.R technique, and then discuss what they learned
each Sunday. 

At the end of the year, those participating in the class will be asked to start a small group and repeat the F260
Bible reading plan. During the 2027 calendar year, the pastors will then use the scriptures read during the week
as the basis for their sermon on each Sunday.

If you would like to explore this opportunity, Pastor David will be hosting a meeting on Sunday, December 7th,
following the second service (noon) in the Youth Room to answer any questions that you might have. Presently,
there are several ladies in our church who are completing this plan in a small group led by Sue Spalding.

AnnouncementsAnnouncements



Heritage Hall Project Update
The Heritage Hall Design Team consisting of Pastor Jim, Pastor David, 
Jenny Caylen, Sonja Reitan, Trish Thompson, Ron Sobkoviak, and 
Chuck Wolverton has been meeting regularly to continue in its charge to
renovate Heritage Hall.  A number of important decisions have been
made by the Design Team and tasks implemented.

Nye Plumbing & Heating installed two “mini-splits” heating and
cooling systems in Heritage Hall. Bluewater Electric Company
installed the electric supply for the mini-splits. The existing
boiler heating system will be left in place for the foreseeable
future as we evaluate our heating needs.

A meeting was held with a wood floor restoration service
professional who advised us that it is not feasible to restore
and refinish the original maple floor due to the carpet glue on
the wood. Therefore, the Design Team decided that carpet is the
most viable option for the floor in Heritage Hall and is likely the most cost-effective option. Carpeting
and ceiling/wall paint colors are being investigated.

The Design Team has researched lighting design and types of light fixtures that would supply the
lighting we need for the uses of the Hall. Lighting professionals have been consulted to advise us on
lighting design, types of fixtures, and costs. Proper lighting is an essential component of the hall.

The removal of the wallpaper changed the look of the room dramatically. The walls have been
sanded to remove the wallpaper paste in preparation for painting. Once repairs are made to the
walls, a primer will be sprayed on the walls in preparation for the application of the final color. The
ceiling needs some repairs prior to spray painting also.

After the Thanksgiving dinner is held on Sunday, November 23, the light fixtures will be removed in
preparation for painting the ceiling. Electric boxes for two ceiling fans will be installed prior to
painting. The Design Team is investigating selling the existing light fixtures.

The organ and large speaker were donated to a person who does piano tuning. Pastor David had
contacted Interlochen Academy and Northern Michigan College to determine whether they were
interested in the organ. The old sound system speakers were removed from the walls and the ceiling
and the lectern was removed. The hall is cleaned out except for the piano.

The Design Team decided that the front wall of the room will remain as is, e.g., stained hardwood.
The cross was removed and is being redone in a smaller version to be placed on the wall by the
proposed prayer area. The “inset wall” that was the access to the former baptistry is being converted
to provide an area for multi-use displays. A stud wall was constructed and drywall was installed to
create the display area. A large (84”?) video monitor will be installed on the front wall above the
display wall previously described. The video monitor will be used for Bible studies, presentations,
etc.

The entryway to the Heritage Hall will be remodeled, including the installation of new exterior doors.
Once that area is redone, new carpeting will be installed to complete the project.



Looking for Something to Do?Looking for Something to Do?

Do you like to play
board or card games?
There is a group that gathers
on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays
of each month from 2  - 5 pm

to play games, snack, and
enjoy time together.

December meeting dates
are the 9th and 23rd.

The Manistee Choral Society
will be having a concert on
Thursday,  December 4th,

at 7:00 pm at the First
Congregational UCC

Church in Manistee. The
church is located at 412

Fourth Street in Manistee. It
will be an evening filled with
classic Christmas carols and
a mix of traditional, popular,
and gospel Christmas music
performed by the  Manistee
Choral Society. Stay after
the concert for Victorian

treats and Wassail
beverages.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
Will be meeting on December 3rd and
December 17th, starting at 6:00 pm here at
the church.  This group is for post-high school
individuals through age 39 to come together
and have a meal, fellowship, and discussion.
The meal is provided. Pastor David and Sue
provide leadership for discussion.  If you know
of young adults who should be included, please
give their information to the church office.

WRAPPED IN GOD’S LOVE
Quilters Group

Will be meeting on the following
dates in December:

2nd - Noon - 3:00 pm
3rd- 9:00 am - Noon
16th - Noon - 3:00 pm
17th - 9:00 am - Noon

The group meets here at the
church in the large lower-level

classroom.  See Maggie Baker or
Sally Wolverton with questions.

A Time for Us
A widows support group will be
meeting on December 3rd and

December 17th from 1:30 to 3:00
pm here at the church in the lower

level entrance classroom.
Reach out to Shirley Felt or

 Stonna Spalding for 
more information.

Men’s Monday
Night Bible Study
starts at 6:00 pm in

the youth area
downstairs.  This is a

new start time.
Led by Rob Janusch
and Bruce Caylen.

LUNCH WITH FRIENDS
Lunch with Friends will be meeting in
the fellowship area of the church on
Thursday, December 11th at 12 noon.
Bring a dish to share and come join us
for fellowship and the card ministry to
our more shut-in folks.  Bring a friend!  

December Activities

Benzie Community Chorus Presents:
December Up North

FRIDAY
December 12, 2025 - 7:00 pm

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church
8190 Lincoln Road

Beulah  MI

SATURDAY
December 13, 2025 - 3:00 pm

Frankfort United Methodist Church
537 Crystal Avenue

Frankfort  MI 

SUNDAY
December 14, 2025 - 7:00 pm

Frankfort United Methodist Church
537 Crystal Avenue
Frankfort  MI 49635



HELPING HANDS MINISTRY AT BLAINE
Description: Helping Hands is a volunteer ministry of “helps” designed to provide
practical assistance to church members in need. Assistance may include simple
odd jobs or errands, light cleaning, or rides. Requests are met on a voluntary basis as
persons are willing and able. 
Goal: To connect those who need help with someone who is able and willing to help on a
short-term basis.   
Check out the bulletin board: If you need help, post your need and/or look for a name
and number that can help you. If you are willing to help, add your name/phone number and
the area you can help in. It is the hope that this will connect folks who have needs with
someone who can meet that need.  All skills and help are needed and helpful, so add your
name and phone number and be a blessing to someone as you serve. It could also be the
beginning of a new friendship.

      

MEALS FOR THOSE WHO
HAVE  SPECIAL

CIRCUMSTANCES: 
 Perhaps you have a talent

for cooking.  There is a sign-
up sheet in the fellowship
hall to provide meals for

those dealing with special
circumstances when there is

a need.

KIDS KARE:
Kids Kare is a ministry for our younger children (2nd grade and younger)

during the worship services. This is not Sunday School, but a less structured
time of story and craft that follows the children’s moment in worship for those
young children whose parents feel they are not quite ready to be in worship
the whole time. If you are a high school youth or an adult who would like to

help with this ministry, speak with Mary Barnum(CE chair) or Carolyn Waterson
(CE staff) for more information or to volunteer. All supplies are provided. It is
a great way to get to know some of our younger children. Thank you to those

who already serve in this ministry.

Volunteers are Needed
Volunteers are the heart of our church community, and we depend on your willingness to serve in

various roles to keep our ministries thriving.  There are sign-up sheets located within the fellowship
hall.  Below are some of the areas we are looking for volunteers.  Whether you have a few hours to

give or can commit to a regular schedule, every bit of help makes a difference and allows us to
offer meaningful services, events, and outreach programs for all ages.

Volunteers are Needed
Volunteers are the heart of our church community, and we depend on your willingness to serve in

various roles to keep our ministries thriving.  There are sign-up sheets located within the fellowship
hall.  Below are some of the areas we are looking for volunteers.  Whether you have a few hours to

give or can commit to a regular schedule, every bit of help makes a difference and allows us to
offer meaningful services, events, and outreach programs for all ages.

Young Adult Ministry (YAM):
Provide a simple meal for the

group.  There is a sign-up sheet in
the fellowship hall or speak with

Mary Barnum.

SUNDAY MORNINGS:
Be a worship leader, a worship reader, a greeter, or an
usher.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in
the fellowship hall.  See Carolyn Waterson if you would

be interested in leading a Children’s Moment.



Angel Tree to provide for
local families this

Christmas
An Angel Tree will be found

in the fellowship hall starting
Sunday, December 7th . This

provides opportunities for
church members to purchase
Christmas gifts anonymously

for area families. The
missions committee is

working with local schools to
identify families that need
help this holiday season.

Take an angel and bring an
unwrapped gift back to the

church with that tag
attached. November’s tithing

will be used to further
support this holiday project.

Operation Christmas Child to receive 220 boxes from
Blaine

Blaine stepped up to pack and send 220 boxes to children
around the world through participation in the Samaritan’s
Purse Operation Christmas Child. A packing party was held
Saturday, November 22nd, and the boxes were blessed
during the Sunday services on November 23rd.  Thank you to
everyone who helped out through donating items or money as              
                        well as in the organizing, packing and
                        transporting of the boxes this year. Thank you
                      to Angela Broekstra, Adonna Scamehorn, and
                       Patty Descavich for organizing this year’s drive.

Benzie Senior Resources receives help with holiday gift bags
October’s 5% tithing of over $900 was sent to Benzie Senior

Resources to help purchase packages of ink pens, warm fuzzy socks,
and bottles of liquid hand soap for the holiday gift bags that will be
delivered to local senior citizens. Items are NOT being collected this
year from the congregation so members can focus on supporting the

upcoming Angel Tree Project. Benzie Senior Resources is packing
bags for over 200 homebound senior citizens. These bags are the
only gift that some of these senior citizens will receive this holiday

season.

Blaine Christian Church is a “tithing church” and
welcomes mission suggestions

Blaine Christian Church is a “tithing church” so 10% of
what is given to the church through tithing is used to
support some kind of mission work each month. Half

of what is given is earmarked for organizations
supported monthly: BACN, Habitat for Humanity,
ECHO and holiday projects such as Operation

Christmas Child. The other half of that 10%supports
different needs or projects each month as

determined by the missions committee. If you hear of
someone in need or have a suggestion for how our

church’s tithing should be spent, reach out to a
committee member. Current members include Sue

Spalding (chair), Mercy Sobkoviak, Mary Pulido, Trevor
Magnotti, Wendy DeLisle and Penny Sorensen.

Mission Committee UpdateMission Committee Update

Gift cards to be given to local schools to
support student needs

September’s 5% tithing of $886.93 was
increased to $1000 with the use of

discretionary funds and was used to purchase
gift cards for local school counselors to

provide financial help to students as needs
arise.  Each of the school counselors at

Frankfort HS/MS and Benzie Central HS/MS
received four $25 gas cards and eight $50
Visa cards to help the students in need. The
counselors were exceptionally grateful and
will share how these funds are used as the

school year progresses.
 



The poinsettias decorating the sanctuary are
made possible by the following donations:

Bob & Cathy Bodell - In Honor of their Granddaughter - Sienna Bodell
Tom & Donna Brown - In Honor of their Grandchildren
Bruce & Jenny Caylen - In Honor of their Grandchildren
Mike Evans & Teresa Koelzer - In Memory of Jack & Jannette McIsaac,
                                                                      Margaret Evans & Duane Evans
Steven Haugen - In Memory of Shirley Haugen, Helen & Philip Haugen
                            In Honor of the entire Haugen Family 
John Jansen - In Memory of Wayne Jansen, Betty Jansen, and MaryEllen Jansen
Max & Deb Kessler - In Memory of Archie & Maxine Kessler, and Bill & Kay Hawk
Greg & Kathryn Mathieu - In Memory of Jerry & Madaline Mathieu, 
                                                                Rolland & Patricia Danford,
                                                                Gregory Danford, and Jeffory Mathieu
Tim & Peggy Mick - In Memory of Ted & Jan Mick
Skip & MaryLou Noble - In Honor of the DeBonis Family, Stewart Family, and 
                                                              Goldstein Family
Neil & Linda Nugent - In Memory of Chester & Maisie Nugent
Brian & Dodie Putney Families - In Honor of Shirley Austin & Elaine Putney
                                                   In Memory of Jerry Austin & Dave Putney
Charlotte Putney - In Memory of Ken Putney and Barbara Putney
Frank & Bonnie Putney - In Memory of Mildred & Dewey Putney and Merlin & Ilah Barr
Mary Puldo - In Honor of Parents in Heaven
David & Sue Spalding - In Memory of Dad, Dick Spalding
Stonna Spalding - In Memory of Dick Spalding
Connie Stewart - In Honor of Unsaved Children, those fighting cancer, and 
                                               those fighting debilitating aging afflictions                                    
Tuesday Men’s Bible Study - In Memory of John Marshall
Gary & Carolyn Waterson - In Honor of their 11 Grandchildren
Rick & Julie Zych - In Honor of their Grandchildren; Everett, Berline & Brantley Zych
                              In Honor of Mike & Meagan Zych, Anna & Dave Allsion
                              In Memory of Bernard & June Lathwell, Sophie & Stanley Zych,            
                                                    and Kim Lathwell

Special thanks to Market Basket 
for ordering the poinsettias
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24 Christmas Eve Service - 8:00 pm

One Worship Service - 10:00 am - Children’s Christmas Service

December Dates to RememberDecember Dates to Remember
Men’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Lunch with Friends - 12:00 Noon

One Worship Service - 10:00 am - Christmas Cantata
Christmas Caroling - 4:00 pm

Quilters Group - 9:00 am - Noon
A Time for Us Widows Group - 1:30 pm
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) - 6:00 pm

Choir Practice

Men’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Men’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Elders Meeting - 5:30 pm
Congregational Board Meeting - 7:00 pm

Fun, Games & Supper - 2:00 pm

  
Each Sunday Evening

6:00 pm

One Worship Sundays
We will be having one worship service
starting at 10:00 am on the following

Sundays:
December 14th
December 21st
December 28th

Fun, Games & Supper- 2:00 pm

Deadline for the January Blaine
Visitor is December 23rd

Men’s Bible Study - 6:00 pm

Quilters Group - 9:00 am - Noon
A Time for Us Widows Group - 1:30 pm
Young Adult Ministry (YAM) - 6:00 pm

29

One Worship Service - 10:00 am

2 Quilters Group - Noon - 3:00 pm

16 Quilters Group - Noon - 3:00 pm



  It felt
crumb-ly!

Office Manager- Dodie Putney
Hours:  Mondays & Wednesdays 9 am - 2 pm

Pillar III: Christian Education &
Membership & Evangelism
Carolyn Waterson (231) 882-9802 

Committee Chairs
Christian Education
Mary Barnum (231) 313-8922 
Congregational Fellowship 
Rick Kemperman (231) 463-0617
Membership & Evangelism 
Ben DeWys (616) 490-2508
Missions 
Sue Spalding (517) 617-3661
Property 
Chuck Wolverton (231) 912-0505
Worship 
Tom Brown (231) 383-2364

Why did
Grandma’s

Christmas cookie
go to the doctor?

Staff

~~Birthday’s~~
1        Sharon Blight, Phillip Putney
3       Adley Elliott
6       Kathryn Mathieu, Cash Orman
7       Walt Kline
8       Charlotte Putney
9       Dan Wallington
12      Braxton Repp, Everett Zych
14      Jim Bekkering, Sabrina Merrill
16      John Byers
20     Anna Boman
28     Keith Jewell
29     Shannon Gillison, Claira Sattler
30     Isaac Wallington, Rebecca Tanner

~~Anniversaries~~~~Anniversaries~~
2     Brian & Dodie Putney
6     Freddy & Amber Cruz
12    John Jansen & Judy He &
           Don & Mary Olney
15    Greg & Kathryn Mathieu
22   Neil & Linda Nugent
28   Eric & Amy Beeman

CelebrationsCelebrations

If we missed your birthday or anniversary,
please email the church office and we will

happily get our list updated.


