
  PASTOR’S PEN from Pastor Boib 

     These are exciting times! Not only have we hired Pastor David Spalding as our Associate Minister, 
but we have added Alisa Elliott as our new Administrative Assistant! Our future, with God’s Help, looks 

amazing! And in about a year we will have a brand-new Lead Pastor! Yes, I am retiring. The targeted 

starting date is September, 1, 2023. But that is flexible depending on when the new Lead Pastor would 

like to start. Our Search Committee is up and running. It is comprised of great leadership, and a true 
cross- section of our church—Wayne Faber, Dodie Putney, Shannon Gillison, Judy Spohn, and Russ 

Tiller. They are just getting their feet under them, compiling research and such. And in the days ahead I 

am sure you will be hearing much from them, including soliciting your thoughts and opinions. But what 

we all need to do right now is bath them, and our church, in Prayer. Start praying right now for each one 
of them, for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, for the new Pastor and his or her family. Pray for your 

church, even more than you are used to doing! In helping the Search Committee prepare, I ran across 

some “dreams” that our church voiced almost twenty-three years ago when preparing for that Pastoral 

Search. The folks, at that time, held Cottage Chats, and this is a summation of their findings from those 
meetings. 

“Some of the dreams that we heard were: A new sanctuary, more church usage (by our members or 

outside groups), growth while retaining the small church atmosphere, good youth programs, taking our 

mission into the community, more Bible study groups, more leadership training, a minister that we all 

love and who stays, and the ability to make more than one service on Sunday work.” And they went on 
to describe their hopes for the new Pastor at that time. 

 

“The role of a minister at Blaine (things we are looking for in a minister): Love of the Lord, help to feed 

us spiritually, someone that truly likes us and the area, someone that is approachable, helps us to 
implement new programs, provides leadership while understanding 

that we are ‘strong leaders’, addresses the needs of children, youth, singles and the elderly, involvement 

with the denomination, comfortable with him/herself, open personality, genuine, 

involved in the community, good counselor, helps us to work together, and is caring and 
compassionate.” I am mentioning this because clearly the Lord has taken care of us, and our needs in the 

past! Including the recent past, I might add! And the Lord will take care of His church in the future! So, 

make that request a part of your prayers as well! 

Love, Pastor Bob 



Church Events 
Sun - Choir 6 pm 
Mon -  Men’s Bible Study 6:30  pm       
 Women’s Bible Study 6:30 pm 
Tues - Women’s Bible Study 9:30 am 
 
• Oct 2 - World Communion Sunday    

     
• Oct 2 & 16 - BACN Sundays 
• Oct 2 - Reconciliation Offering 
• Oct 2- Christian Ed Meeting, 5 pm 
• Oct 6—8 BACN Food Drive,  
                      Family Fare, Benzonia  
  10 am-6pm 
• Oct 9th - Pastor Appreciation Day 
• Oct 13 - Lunch with Friends @ The 

Nobles at noon 
• Oct 15th – OCC Packing Party  
• October 15th– Progressive Dinner 
• Oct 16th Blessing of the Christmas 

Boxes 
• Oct 21 - Last Day to Order Heavenly  
                        Apple Pies 
• Oct 24 - Newsletter Deadline 
• Oct 26th Potluckers 6:30 pm  
• Nov 4 - Pie Day at Blaine Township     

         Hall  
 

 
 

Oct. 2nd  World Communion 
      1st Reading: 2Timothy 1:1-14 
      2nd Reading: Luke 17:5-10 
      “The Marks of Faith” 

 

Oct 9:  1st Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15 

 2nd Reading: Luke 17:11-19 

 Title: “A Surprising Example” 

 

Oct 16th 1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:27-34 

  2nd Reading: Luke 18:1-8 

Oct 23: 1st Reading: Psalm 65 

 2nd Reading: Luke 18:9-14 

 Title: “Without a Prayer” 

Oct 30: 1st Reading: Deuteronomy 12:1-7 

 Stewardship  

 2nd Reading: Luke 15:11-32 

 Title: “Your Legacy—A Love That Won’t  Quit” 

“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit,  

He takes away;  

and every branch that bears fruit,  

He prunes it  

so that it may bear more fruit.”  
 

John 15:2 (NASB)  

Pastor Appreciation 
Month 

 
   October is the official month for “Pastor 

Appreciation” with Sunday, October 9th being the 
official Sunday for this appreciation. Take time this 
month to let Pastor Bob and Deb and Pastor 
David and Sue, know how much they are loved and 
appreciated for the care and leadership they 
share with us year round. A note, a card, a hug, 
etc........all say “thanks for being you and 
faithfully serving us”. 

Financial Update 

2022 General Fund Budget:     $246,947.00 

Monthly Essential          $20,578.91 

   

*3 of 4 weeks recorded at time of printing 

 

 

SERMON SCHEDULE: 



Volunteers … 

Thank you for your warmth and 
care. For the many skills you 

kindly share, 
For your patience, time, and 
energy that help to serve our 

church, all this and 

 more that you lovingly bring. 
 ...Make Each Day Brighter 

World Wide 
Communion 

As Disciples we celebrate communion each time we 
gather to worship. That is not true for all 
denominations-but on the first Sunday of October, 
October 2nd, Christians around the world celebrate 
this great gift of love and remembrance from Jesus. 
Plan to worship this day and think about all those 
you are celebrating the Lord’s Supper with us on this 
day.  

Serving This Month 
Praise & Worship Service  8:30 am 
 
Worship Leader:  Gerri VanAntwerp 

Greeter:  Mike VanAntwerp 

Usher:  Rite Minteer 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

 

Traditional/Blended Service 11:00 am  

 
Elders: Deb Larimer and Tom Brown 

Worship Reader:  Rob Janusch 

Diaconate Servers:  Linda and John Byers  

                                   Dale & Rob Janusch                          

Diaconate Preparer: Hazel Evans  

Greeter: Frank Putney 

Usher:  Don and Mary Olney 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

 

Sign up sheets are posted in fellowship hall. 

 

 

  

“ 

 
KIDS KARE HELP  

Kids Kare is a ministry for our younger children 
during the 11:00am worship service. This is not 
Sunday School-but a less structured time of story 
and craft that will follow the children’s moment or 
anthem in worship for those whose parents feel they 
are not quite ready to be in worship the whole time. 
If you are a high school youth or an adult who would 
like to help with this ministry--speak with Jenny 
Caylen (CE chair) or Carolyn Waterson (CE staff) 
for more information or to volunteer. It is a great 
way to get to know some of our younger children.  

REMINDER: 

Bulletin boards have information on 
community events and Blaine’s programs, 
Bible studies and missions events that you 
may want to participate in. Please check 
bulletins, bulletin boards, or call the host of 
the group if you have any questions.   

 



Sunday School News 
Sunday School classes have begun again for the 
fall quarter. It is good to be together again and see 
people excited about learning about their faith 
from God’s word. If you are not participating in a 
class, why not plan to come at 9:45 and try a class 
for the month of October and bring someone with 
you. A reminder that we have classes for ages 2 
years-adult. The adults have a 
choice of a Bible study on the 
minor prophets (leaders 
Cynthia Briske and Shelli 
Merrill) or “Love 
Does” (leader Gary 
Waterson).  
Watch the bulletin for 
information about new classes 
beginning later in the month. 

 

If you enjoy singing and 
would like to help lead 
worship through this music 
ministry—then come and 
join the choir. Rehearsals 
are on Sunday evenings at 6:00pm This is a wonderful way to 
spend an hour on Sunday evening—praising God and 
enjoying good fellowship. If you have questions, talk with 
Carolyn Waterson.  
The choir will begin working on music for a Christmas 
Cantata in October-so if you would like to join them for 
this special ministry, feel invited to do so. The cantata will 
be December 18th. 

 

Operation Christmas Child    
Fill a Box and Bless a Child 

 
October is here and it’s time to look around at all the Christmas boxes and information we have shared with 
you and prayerfully consider how you may prepare a box or more for children around the world including 
the United States. Before Covid in 2019, Blaine packed out 272 boxes! This year our team has set a goal of 
255, but we would be overjoyed if in the end we had 272 or more boxes. 
 
The team will be ready for the packing party on Saturday October 15th . You may continue to finish your 
boxes at home. Please include $10.00 for postage. 
 
A suggestion...Take a Shoebox and read all the information inside and on the box. Pray and then decide how 
much you can do. A craft, donate toys and hygiene items, help with extra postage or filling your box(es). 
 
Thank you from the OCC Team:  

Bonnie Williams, Cathy Bodell, Dale Janusch, Jan Heverly, Robin Groesbeck 

Choir 

Coffee Hour Fellowship  

Coffee Fellowship is now being 
served after each worship Service.  
The hostess  will be able to serve 
a treat of their choice. The fall 
schedule has started with coffee at 
9:30 and 12 noon after each 
worship service.  If you would like 
to serve, please sign up on the 
fellowship board. Which has 
moved to the small easel on the 
serving table. If you have 
questions, you may contact Dodie 
at 882- 4067 or Bonnie Putney at 
231-499-6788. 

College Kids 
Our college kids have left for classes. We ask you 
to pray for these young adults as they navigate their 

school year. Parents-you are asked to 
let the church office know your young 
adult’s email and mailing address for 
communications from the church. 
Thanks for your help in keeping us all 
connected.  



 
 

 

BACN Sundays - October 2nd & 16th  
Blaine Church collects items on the first and third Sundays 
of the month. Canned Goods and Dry Foods (boxed food 
items). 

*New - Non-food essentials (cleaning 
supplies) 

*New - Personal hygiene items 
(toothpaste and lotion)  

All may be put in the gray basket in the 
hallway.   

Thank you for your donations! 

 

Benzie Area Christian 
Neighbors       

Fall Food Drive    
 

Thank you to everyone who is helping out with 

BACN Food Drive! If you haven't signed up, 

contact Sue Spalding at 517-617-3661 and she will 

let you know what shifts are still available. Come 

out and support the drive Thursday, October 6-

Saturday, October 8 at Family Fare, Save A Lot, or 

the Honor Market.  

 
Please consider volunteering for a  2-hr time 
slot between 10AM and 6PM.  Sign up sheet 
is on the Fellowship board.  

 If you have any questions or would like to 
volunteer please reach out to Sue Spalding,  

Sues Email: spaldings1012@gmail.com OR 
call Sue at 517-617-3661.  

Blaine Christian Church helped  BACN pack 
and move to the new BACN building on Sept 
6th and Sept 9th.  Several Blaine members 
were there packing food then moving 
shelves – lots of comradeship and work! 

mailto:spaldings1012@gmail.com


Fellowship Opportunities 

“Lunch with Friends”  
will meet on the second Thursday of the month, 
October 13 at noon. 
Skip and Mary Lou Noble will host this potluck 
luncheon at their home, 1044 Watervale Road; they 
provide the place settings and  
beverages. Please bring a dish to pass. They begin 
with a devotion and prayer and end with their prayer 
card ministry. All are invited, including men and 
spouses. Call Mary Lou at 352-7035  if you have 
any questions.  

 

POTLUCKERS MEETING AGAIN  
One of Blaine’s ministries has been monthly 

Potluckers meals. A group that gathers for a 

potluck meal in someone’s home and then after 

the meal there is a short devotion and 

fellowship. This helps us build community 

within the church. This ministry began again in 

September after a hiatus due to covid. The 

group usually meets on the 4th Wednesday of 

the month at 6:30. Watch the bulletin for the 

meeting place for October 26th.  
 

 

 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER  
The Congregational Fellowship Committee 
has rescheduled the spring PROGRESSIVE 
DINNER!  The dinner will be on October 15th 
at 5:00pm.  We have been invited into three 
homes and will begin at the church with 
appetizers.  We will carpool as much as we 
can from there. 
There will be a sign up sheet if you would 
like to join us and we hope you will! Dodie 
Putney-  Congregational Fellowship 
Committee 

 

FALL STUDIES  
In addition to Sunday School on Sunday mornings, our church 
will be offering the following fall studies during the week: 
Monday: Men’s Bible study-6:30pm--book of Luke. See Rob 

Janusch or Bruce Caylen with questions.  
 
Monday and Tuesday: Women’s Bible study at 6:30p on Mon-
day and 9:30a on Tuesday for 8 weeks-began on September 
12/13. “Amos-An Invitation to the Good Life”  
 

 

Lunch in the Garden 
Thank you for all who 
joined- We met three 

times in the fall -once a 
month on Thursdays.  
In the spring we will try to 
meet in the garden again, 
keep an eye out for an an-
nouncement in the spring . 
The gardens are beautiful 
and we are thankful for 
those that volunteer  
to serve. 



LOOKING AHEAD:  In November 

 

FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT : 

Coming on Saturday, November 12th to our church: “Walking by 
Faith in a World full of Fear” with Erika VanHaitsma as speaker. 
Erika is a speaker/teacher from the Grand Rapids and will be us-
ing Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for 
and assurance about what we do not see.” as her theme text for 
the morning. The morning begins at 8:45 with registration, coffee 
and treats and concludes following lunch and a wrap up session 
with Erika at 1:00pm. Cost is $15 for the morning and includes 
snack and lunch. Mark your calendar now 

and call and invite a friend to come with you for this encour-
aging morning of how to walk by faith..  
There will be a sign up sheet in the fellowship to RSVP and 
reserve a spot and to indicate if you need childcare for the 
morning.  

ANNUAL HEAVENLY APPLE PIE DAY  
Friday, November 4th Blaine Township Hall 
 
Make your holiday dinners a little easier and help those in need!  Call the church office at 

(231) 352-9148 to order your pies by the deadline of Friday, Oct., 21, 2021. 
 

Pies are uncooked and ready to  
bake or freeze. 

 
Pie Orders need to be picked up at: 

Blaine Township Hall Noon - 2:00 pm  
on Friday, November 4, 2021. 

 
Pies are $10 each,  Pay for your pies when you pick them up with either cash or check  

payable to Blaine CWF 
 

All funds raised will be given to  
Benzie County missions agencies and  
other national mission organizations. 



November  

Blaine Visitor Deadline 
October 24, 2021 

 

Please email or drop off information you 
would like included to the church office, 
blainechurch@gmail.com. 

STAFF 
 
Office Manager  Alisa Lier– Elliott 
Congregational Fellowship, Missions,    
Property             Bonnie Putney  352-4940 
 
Membership & Evangelism, Christian      
Education   Carolyn Waterson    882-9802 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Christian Education 
   Jenny Caylen    (231) 882-9004 
 
Congregational Fellowship 
   Dodie Putney     (231) 649-0614 
 
Membership & Evangelism 
   Jannette Ervin   (615) 856-7855 
 
Missions 
   Volunteer Needed 
 
Property 
   Pete Nugent    (231) 383-3702 
 
Worship 
   Carolyn Bell    (231) 970-1839 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

  1 Bob Yeager, Nena Verburg, Bryce Gilroy  

  3 Don Franklin, Brian Merrill  

  4 Howard Ingleston  

  6 Maggie Bradford, Kaitlynn Omar 

  8 Cathy Bodell 

  9 Terry VanHeyningen  

10 Emmerson Mobley  

12 Sue Spalding 

17 Rob Janusch 

18 Dee Lathwell, Shelly Walrad, Rachel Fa-

ber 

21 Ed Bradford 

22 Alda Cook 

25 Pat Munsell, Skip Noble, Christine Clute, 

Vernon Noble 

26 Gentry Mobley 

30 Sarah Bradford, Katie Bradford 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  4 Rick and Julie Zych  

  8 Doug and Sara Kirk  

15 Rick and Cheryl Kemperman  

     Phil and Nena Verburg 

  Joel and Leah Bowman  

20 Dale Detman and Pat Swartz-Detman 

21 Ken and Rhonda Nye 

     Marcus and Angela Kmieck 

 

Please contact the church office  

if your birthday or anniversary  

was missed, (231) 352-9148 or 

blainechurch@gmail.com 



Our Mission 
 

   Our purpose at the Blaine Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) is to live and 
share the love of God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.  Together, we seek to learn, teach, 
hear, minister, support, grow and worship 
as a community of faith.  As Christ’s 
disciples, we accept the call to reach out 
with God’s love to those outside the 
church.  Thus, as part of the Church 
Universal, we intend to serve both the 
physical and spiritual needs of our 
immediate community and the world.  To 
this end we commit ourselves to witness 
and serve in the fellowship and traditions 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). 

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor 
(231) 352-9148  

7018 Putney Road Arcadia, MI 
www.blainechristianchurch.org 
email: blainechurch@gmail.com 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

8:30 a.m.   Praise & Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m.   Traditional/Blended Service 

   9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 

 

 Blaine Christian Church 

 (Disciples of Christ) 

 7018 Putney Road 


