
FROM WHERE I SIT 

NOVEMBER 2022 

   “ALL HANDS ON-DECK”! It’s a naval phrase, from back in the 1700’s. In an emergency, like a storm at sea, the Captain would 

call out “All hands on-deck,” and all of the sailors would respond to help navigate the crisis! All watches would muster immediately! 

This was a call for everyone, not just those currently on-duty! The phrase has expanded over the last five hundred years. It no longer 

applies only to emergencies, but to everyday situations as well. It is now a call for everyone to participate in the work before them! 

Webster describes it as “a situation in which every available person is called to assist”! 

   I know, just the thought makes you start to back-pedal. What can I do? I’m not trained! I have no idea how to “trim a sail” or “hoist 

an anchor,” let alone “batten down a hatch”! Several biblical greats started out in the exact same place. When God called Isaiah, he 

said “woe is me…I’m a man of unclean lips”! And when the Lord asked Jeremiah to step up, he responded with “I don’t know how 

to speak, I’m only a child”! Even Moses, the hero of the Exodus, when God called him to action, protested. “Who am I to stand up to 

Pharoah? Who am I to lead your people out of Egypt?” And then later, “What should I say to the people?” And still later, “What if 

they don’t listen to me or believe me?” Moses even pleaded, “I’m not very good with words. I get tongue-tied, and my words get 

tangled”! In other words, I am not qualified Lord! I don’t have what it takes! And I love God’s response! “What’s in your hand 

Moses? What do you have?” “A staff,” he answers. “Well use that! And if it makes you feel better, take your brother along! And 

remember, I will be with you!” 

   We are in a time of transition as a church. And it is exciting! I can’t wait to see what the Lord does with Blaine Christian Church in 

the days and years ahead! It is a time for “All hands on deck” as well as a time to use what God has “placed in our hands.” It’s a time 

to remember that “God is with us”! Like I said, it is an exciting time! A time for each one of us to assist! 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Bob   



. 

Sermon Schedule:  
 

NOVEMBER 6:   

1st Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5; 13-17 

2nd Reading: Luke 20:27-38 

 Title: “So, Who Is Right?” 

NOVEMBER 13:  

1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 

2nd Reading: Luke 21:5-19 

 Title: “Ready or Not, Here it Comes” 

NOVEMBER 20:   

1st Reading: Colossians 1:9-20 

2nd Reading: Luke 23:33-43 

          Title: “King, Judge, Savior, and Lord” 

NOVEMBER 27:   

1st Reading: Romans 13:11-14 

2nd Reading: Matthew 24:36-44 

     

Church Events 

Nov 1 : Bible Study Potluck  

Nov. 4: Pie Day, 8 am White Owl 

Nov. 6: Daylights Saving 

Nov. 10: Lunch with Friends, Noon 

Nov. 11: Veterans Day Dinner 

Nov. 12: Women’s Retreat 

Nov. 19: Church Thanksgiving  

         Potluck, 6:00 pm 

Nov. 22: Community Thanksgiving 
 Service at St. Andrews 

Nov. 23: Newsletter Deadline for 
 December 

Nov. 24: Happy Thanksgiving 

Nov 27: Advent Begins  

Nov 30:  Worship Meeting, 9:30 



 

 

Praise & Worship Service  8:30 am 
 
Worship Leader:  Steve Haugen 

Greeter:  Robin Groesbeck 

Usher:  Charlotte Putney 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

 

Traditional/Blended Service 11:00 

am  

Elders: Lynda and Wayne Faber 

Worship Leader:  Sonja Reitan 

Diaconate Servers:  Rob and Dale 

Janusch, Patrick Kenny, Bob Bell                

Diaconate Preparer: Hazel Evans 

Greeter: Jannette Ervin 

Usher:  Bonnie Putney 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

 

Sign up sheets are posted in 

fellowship hall. 

.  

 

 

 

Serving This Month 

Volunteers … 

Thank you for your warmth 
and care. For the many 
skills you kindly share, 

For your patience, time, 
and energy that help to 
serve our church, all this 

and 

 more that you lovingly 
bring. 

 ...Make Each Day Brighter 



Forever Faithful.  
 

.  

Our stewardship theme this year is Forever Faithful. 

Each week in November you will receive a prayer tent with your bulletin. 

Please take these home and place them where you can use the prayer in your daily 

devotions.  

Your stewardship letter and commitment card were mailed to you November 1.  

Please prayerfully consider what you can contribute to the ministry here at Blaine 

Christian Church. Our commitment Sunday is November 13, 2022. Please bring 

your pledge to church that Sunday or mail it to the church office. This helps us to 

plan for our programming in the coming year.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our Financial Trustee Donna 

Brown.  

May God’s blessing follow you in your faith journey. 

 

 

 

Our Congregation Fellowship Committee is the host.  
  

On the Menu and Provided: 
• Roasted Turkey 
• Mashed Potatoes and Gravy 
• Stuffing/Dressing 
• Beverages and Place Settings 
 
You Bring: 
• Your Favorite Thanksgiving side or dessert 
• Your family, friends, neighbors 
 
Come in praise to thank God for all His seasonal blessings! 
 
*A free will offering with be accepted.  
 

Saturday, November 

19, 2022 

5:45– Fellowship 

6:00– Dinner will be 

served 

 

 

 

 

.  

 



FALL WOMEN’S RETREAT  
. 

 

“Walking by Faith in a World 
full of Fear” with Erika 
VanHaitsma as speaker. 

 Erika is a speaker/teacher 
from Ludington and will be us-
ing Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is 
confidence in what we hope 
for and assurance about what 
we do not see.” as her theme 
text for the morning.  

The morning begins at 8:45 with registration, coffee and 
treats and concludes following lunch and a wrap up ses-
sion with Erika at 1:00pm. Cost is $15 for the morning and 
includes snack and lunch. Mark your calendar now and 
call and invite a friend to come with you for this encourag-
ing morning of how to walk by faith. 

RSVP by November 6th in the fellowship hall or by calling 
the church (231-352-9148) to reserve a spot and to indi-
cate if you need childcare for the morning  

Saturday, November 12  

NOVEMBER POTLUCKERS  

Bob and Cathy Bodell will be hosting a potluck meal at 
their home on Love Road on Wednesday, November 
30th at 6:30pm.  

 They will provide the main dish and you are asked to 
bring a side dish to share. Any questions-see Bob or 
Cathy. Come for good food, good fellowship and a 
short time of devotion.  

*The Progressive dinner and other fellowship dinners 
are changing, announcements will be in the bulletin.  

 

The Pastoral Search Has Begun 

As many of you know, Pastor Bob has announced a 

retirement date of August 31, 2023. To prepare for 

this, Blaine Christian Church has appointed a Pasto-

ral Search Committee, which consists of Wayne Fa-

ber – Chair, Dodie Putney – Vice Chair, Shannon 

Gillison, Russ Tiller and Judy Spohn. The committee 

has begun its work to find Blaine's next full-time pas-

tor. The committee has been seeking input from the 

congregation through a congregational survey due 

back to church November 1. Your participation in the 

survey is highly encouraged and desired by the com-

mittee. Because of the importance of this information 

and desire of the committee to hear from everyone, 

you can still submit your completed survey 

through Sunday, November 6. Extra copies are 

available in the back of the church or by calling the 

church office. If you have already completed your 

survey, the Pastoral Search Committee would like to 

thank you for taking the time to fill it out. Your input 

is greatly appreciated. 

Please be in prayer for Blaine Church during this 

time of transition and for the committee as they con-

tinue the search and for discernment throughout this 

process.  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MID-WEEK STUDIES : 

• In addition to Sunday School on Sunday 
mornings for all ages, our church offers a 
Men’s Bible study at 6:30pm on Mondays. 
See Rob Janusch or Bruce Caylen with 
questions. The men just concluded a study 
called “The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry.” 

• The fall Women’s Bible study “Amos: Living 
the Good Life-which is the God Life” will con-
clude November 1st. Twenty one women 
participated in the study. Thank you to Sue 
Spalding and Carolyn Waterson for providing 
leadership for this study. A new study will 
begin in January. Watch the December 
newsletter for details.  

• If you are interested in additional opportuni-
ties for study-speak with Jenny Caylen, chair 
of our education committee.  

KIDS KARE HELP  

• Kids Kare is a ministry for our children through 2nd grade during the 
11:00 worship service.  

• This is not Sunday School but a less structured time of story 
and craft that will follow the children’s moment or anthem in 
worship for those whose parents feel they are not quite ready to 
be in worship the whole time.  

• If you are a high school youth or an adult who would like to help 
with this ministry--speak with Jenny Caylen (CE chair) or Car-
olyn Waterson (CE staff) for more information or to volunteer. It is a 
great way to get to know some of our younger children.  

ADVENT STUDY : 

On Sunday, November 20 a four week Advent 
study called “The Heart that Grew three Sizes” by 
Matt Rawle will begin during the Sunday School 
time. This study invites you to rediscover the gift of 
Advent as you prepare your heart for Christmas. 

 The study is for both the youth (grades 7 and 
above) and adults. The leader will be Gary Water-
son.  

St. Raphael Catholic Church of Copemish  

21 Ecumenical Prayer Service 

Thursday, November 3 

The woman of St. Raphael have invited Blaine church ladies 

to join them for a few hours of prayer, singing, fellowship and 

lunch. See the invitation on the fellowship board and reserve 

your place.  

Any questions please see Bonnie Putney.  



 
“ Lunch with Friends”  

Will meet on the second 
Thursday of the month 

November 10th at noon.  
Skip and Mary Lou Noble will 
host this Potluck Luncheon at 
their home, 1044 Watervale 

Road. They provide the place 
settings and beverages. Please 
bring a dish to pass. They begin 
with a devotional and prayer and 

end with their prayer card 
ministry. All are invited.  

Call May Lou at 231-352-7035 if 
you have any questions.  

. 

Coffee Fellowship  

Delicious treats and 

seasonal decorations 

are  served after each 

of the services at 

9:30am  and 11:00 

am.  

The sign up sheet to 

host a coffee hour is on the serving 

table. If you have questions please call 

Dodie at 882-4067 or Bonnie at 231-

499-6788 

• Check for Advent dates and special 

services that we serve.  
 

Veterans Day Dinner 

November 11, 2022 at 

6:00 pm  

 

Boy Scout 

Troop 10 

invited all 

Military 

Veterans and their 

spouses to this special 

dinner.   

 

Please sign up in the 

fellowship call or call the 

church office to reserve a 

spot.  

Pie Orders need to be picked up at 

Blaine Township Hall Noon-2:00pm on 

Friday, November 4, 2022.  

 

Pay for your pies when you pick them 

up with either cash or check payable 

to Blaine CWF.  

Thank you everyone that has helped 

with this special day! We could not do 

this without all of the wonderful people 

who volunteer their time and talents.  

 



 

 

.  

Canned goods, dry goods, personal 

care items, and house hold items will 

be collected at Blaine Church on 

November 6 and 20 for BACN.  

 

These collections happen every first 

and third Sunday of the month.  

Thank you to everyone who helped 

BACN transition into its new building.  

 

 

Habitat for Humanity of Benzie 

County will hold its annual Festival 

of Trees on Thanksgiving Weekend 

at the Benzie Area Historical 

Museum. Items in the festival may 

be viewed in the museum and in the 

pavilion behind the museum.  

 The dates listed are for viewing only 

as all bidding will be online  
 
 

 

 

.  

Bulletin Boards have 

information on community 

events and Blaine’s 

programs, bible studies and 

mission events that you may 

want to participate in. 

Please check bulletins and 

bulletin boards or call the 

host of the group if you 

have any questions. You 

may also call the church 

office and Alisa can help 

answer any questions.  

(231-352-9148)  

 



 

CHOIR NEWS 

It’s Christmas Cantata time  

The choir has begun working on music for the Christmas Cantata - if you 
would like to join them for this special ministry, feel invited to do so and 

speak with Carolyn Waterson. Rehearsals are on Sunday evenings from 
6:00-7:15.  

The Cantata will be December 18 at 10:00am.  

Each Sunday we will gather to worship, sing 
songs of the season, hear the message of 
the season, and light the candle of the Advent 
wreath as we get ready to once again cele-
brate the birth of Jesus into our world.  

Advent devotionals will be available for use in 
your home beginning on Sunday, November 
13 Titles “Be Born in Us Today,” they will re-
mind us that “as we look toward the physical 
birth of our Savior, Jesus- that He is born in 
us spiritually today and every day. He enters 
into us daily to strengthen and support us, 
save us and renew us. We are changed by 
His presence within us as we become more 
and more like Him in the living of our lives.” 

Plan to pick your copy up (look for your name 
on the booklet). If you see a booklet with the 
name of someone who is a shut-in, pick it up 
and make a visit to them. There will also be a 
children’s devotional available for families 
with younger children.  

Special dates for Advent/Christmas at church in-
clude:  

Sunday November 27th and December 4th, 11th: 
Sunday School and Advent Worship 8:30 & 11. 
Sunday, December 11th: Christmas Program 
4:00pm Sunday,  

Sunday December 18: ONE Worship service at 
10:00am with the choir cantata   

Saturday December 24th: Christmas Eve service 
at 9:00 pm Sunday,  

Sunday December 25: ONE Worship service at 
10:00am  

Sunday January 1st, 2023: ONE Worship service 
at 10:00am 

 Mark your calendar now for these special times of 
worship and fellowship. Watch the December 
newsletter for more information. Be thinking and 
praying about who you will invite to come with you 
and join in this special season of the year at our 
church.  
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.  

 

From The Operation Christmas Child Crew: 
  
Thank you to everyone in our church family who donated so many items to fill 161 shoe boxes at 
our Operation Christmas Child packing party on Saturday, October 15.  The boxes were packed by 
Cathy Bodell, Dale Janusch, Louise Paladino, and Bonnie Putney.  We were able to pack so many 
boxes that day because of your generosity, especially in response to the request for small stuffed 
toys.  Thank you also to those who generously gave funds for sponsored boxes so the OCC crew 
could shop for needed items. 
Thank you especially to Dale Janusch who 
sorted and organized all the donations by 
gender and age and got everything ready for 
the packing party. 
There is still time for you to pick up an emp-
ty box at church, pack it, and bring it back to 
the church.  The deadline to return filled 
boxes is no later than:  Sunday morning, 
November 13. 
  
Another way to send a child a filled shoe box is to help cover the postage cost of those boxes we 
filled at the packing party.  We still need $850 to meet the total cost of $1,610. 
If you would like to help, please place your financial donation in the OCC jar on the table near the 
kitchen. 
The whole purpose of this missions outreach is so children can know Jesus.  Thank you for mak-
ing an eternal difference in the lives of children all over the world. 

Received in congregations on Nov. 
13 & 20, 2022 

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the 
Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, and 
Divinity Houses affiliated with the Chris-
tian Church (Disciples of Christ). Higher 
education has been an important focus 
for Disciples since the very beginning of 
the movement. Throughout our history, 
Disciples have founded institutions of 
higher learning to educate students and 
form leaders to make a difference in the 
world. The Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) is still committed to higher educa-
tion. Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offer-
ing helps support the education of thou-
sands of students at our fifteen colleges 
and universities as well as our seven 
seminaries and divinity houses. Visit 
www.disciplesmissionfund.ord for more 
information.  
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STAFF 

Office Manager  Alisa Lier– Elliott 

Congregational Fellowship, Missions,    

Property   Bonnie Putney  352-4940 

Membership & Evangelism, Christian      

Education   Carolyn Waterson    882-9802 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Christian Education 

   Jenny Caylen    (231) 882-9004 

Congregational Fellowship 

   Dodie Putney     (231) 649-0614 

Membership & Evangelism 

   Jannette Ervin   (615) 856-7855 

Missions 

   Howard and Judy Ingleston ((231) 871-

0511) 

Property 

   Pete Nugent    (231) 383-3702 

Worship 

   Carolyn Bell    (231) 970-1839 

December  

Blaine Visitor Deadline 

November 23, 2022 

Please email or drop off information you would 

like included to the church office, 

blainechurch@gmail.com. 

November 

Birthdays  

1 Kate Jenkins 

2 Loy Putney 

4 Dick Spalding 

5 Lauren Nordbeck 

9 Ian VanDePerre 

10 Fredrick Putney 

11 Russ Tiller 

13 Adam Putney 

20 Sonja Reitan, Judy Ingleston,    
 Shirley Mortenson 

22 Archer Munsell 

23 Sharon Trense 

24 Tom Bradford 

26 Tom Brown 

28 Gary Lathwell, Audreanna Collins 

29 Peter Nugent 

30 Carolyn Roper, Cheryl Kemperman 

 
Anniversaries 

7  Aj & Alisa Elliott 

10 Ted & Jan Mick 
13 John & Linda Byers 

20  Russ & Sara Tiller 

26  Charles & Sharon Trense 

30 Ralph & Kate Jenkins 

Please contact the church office  

if your birthday or anniversary  

were missed, (231) 352-9148  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Our Mission 

   Our purpose at the Blaine Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) is to live 

and share the love of God as revealed in 

Jesus Christ through the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit.  Together, we seek to learn, 

teach, hear, minister, support, grow and 

worship as a community of faith.  As 

Christ’s disciples, we accept the call to 

reach out with God’s love to those 

outside the church.  Thus, as part of the 

Church Universal, we intend to serve 

both the physical and spiritual needs of 

our immediate community and the 

world.  To this end we commit ourselves 

to witness and serve in the fellowship 

and traditions of the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). 

 Blaine Christian Church 

 (Disciples of Christ) 

 7018 Putney Road 

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor 

David Spalding, Associate Pastor 

(231) 352-9148  

7018 Putney Road Arcadia, MI 

www.blainechristianchurch.org 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

8:30 a.m.   Praise & 

Worship Service 

 11:00 a.m.   Traditional/

Blended Service 

   9:45 a.m.   Sunday 

School 


