
From Where I Sit… 

I can’t help but notice all the Nativity Scenes this time of year. And I 

have to admit, the cows always get my attention. Were there cows in that 

region of the Middle East? Is that theologically, correct? Does it matter? 

The Greek word “phatne,” translated “manger,” can also mean “stall.” 

So, maybe there were cows? But cows aren’t usually kept in stalls. 

Trained animals are kept in stalls. Maybe oxen would be more 

appropriate? Did Luke mean “feedbox” or “cattle stall”? Again, does it 

matter? I’ve seen turkeys in Nativity Scenes too. But according to 

Google, the closest turkey habitat is 7,000 miles from Bethlehem. So, no 

matter how bad you want one to have survived Thanksgiving, they 

probably weren’t actually there. That goes for ducks and chickens, geese 

and parrots, cats and dogs, and especially pigs! I mean, aren’t pigs 

considered “unclean” by Jews? And what about Wise Men? Luke 

mentions Angels and Shepherds, and a Great Heavenly Host, but no 

Wise Men. Mark skips the Birth Narrative completely. And John starts 

off with “In the beginning was the Word,” and then quickly moves to 

John the Baptist. Matthew mentions “magi,” from the same root as the 

word “magician.” He says they came from “the east” and followed a star. 

So, some theologians believe they were Zoroastrian Priests from northern 

India, Monotheistic Astrologers, believers in the one true God, which 

totally makes sense to me. And if they believe in God; they were 

certainly wise! But I am not sure if they were kings, as the hymn 

suggests. And nowhere does it say that there were three of them. There 

are three gifts listed in scripture, so we all just presume! Again though, 

does any of that matter? I don’t think so. What matters is what they were 

doing. They were worshipping Jesus as Lord! As God incarnate! 

Emmanuel! Bringing Gifts, and bending knees! Just like we are called to 

do! 

May you be Blessed by His Presence this season, always and forever! 

Love, Pastor Bob 

Church Events 

Blaine Visitor  
 
 

Happy New  
 

Year 

• Jan 1 - One Service at 10 am 

• Jan 4 - DE decorating 9:30 am 

• Jan 11– Elders Meeting 6:30 

• Jan 12 - Lunch with Friends  

  Noon 

• Jan 16– Staff Meeting 10:00 

am 

• Jan 16– Women's bible study 

begins 6:30 pm  

• Jan 17th Women's Bible Study 

Begins 9:30 am  

• Jan 18– Young Adult Ministry 

  5:30 pm  

• Jan 22 Decolores 1:30 pm  

• Jan 24 - Blaine Visitor   

            Deadline 

• Jan 25– Potluckers 

• Jan 28 - Men’s Wild Game    

   Dinner, 5pm Appetizers 

                6pm Dinner    

• Jan 30 Staff Meeting  10:00 am                               

January 
 2023 



Pastoral Search 
Committee Update:  

The Pastoral Search Committee has reviewed 
the Congregational Surveys and have heard 
what people value in our next pastor. This 
information will be incredibly helpful in the 
future to clarify who will be a good fit for 
our church as we look at candidates.  
 
The committee is also continuing their diligent 
work in preparing documents needed to search 
for our next pastor. We have completed the 
development of a Congregational Profile. This 
document will help prospective candidates 
know more details about Blaine Christian 
Church, the church family, the ministries in 
which the church is involved, and the Benzie/ 
Manistee County area. This is a document 
which will be posted on the church website for 
candidates to review.  
 
The committee's plan is to begin advertising 
the position in mid-January. Please continue to 
pray for the search committee and for God's 
discernment and guidance. Pray the Lord will 
also be preparing our church as well as 
preparing our next pastor.  
 
Blaine Christian Church Search Committee: 
Wayne Faber – Chair, Dodie Putney – Vice 
Chair, Shannon Gillison, Russ Tiller, Judy 
Spohn 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1, 2023  

On this first Sunday of 2023 and the celebration of Epiphany, we 
will each receive a star during worship with a word on it that will 
be your word to ponder on and realize how God is calling you to 

live the word out in your life in 2023. The stars will be picked ran-
domly from a basket during communion time and then you can 

take it home and post it in a place where you will see it each day. 
If you will not be present on January 1st–the stars will be available 

for the 8th and the 15th of January too. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS  
We will resume our regular Sunday School 

schedule on January 8th. It will be good to gath-
er to study God’s Word this winter  

 
The Nursery and Beginner classes will be 
looking at the early life of Jesus.  
The Primary class will also be looking at sto-
ries of Jesus’ early life and His ministry.  
The Middlers will be continuing their “Be 
Bold!” lessons-about living a bold faith.  
The Youth will join the downstairs’ adult class 
for “What On Earth Am I Here For” for the first 
6 weeks of the winter term.  
 

Adults have two options:  

1. ”What On Earth Am I Here For” by Rick 
Warren–looking at God’s purpose for 
your life. Leader is Gary Waterson and 
they meet in the youth area  

2. ”Minor Prophet” study with Cynthia 
Briske & Shelli Merrill as leaders meet-
ing in the library. Plan to make this time 
of learning a priority for your family as 
we make our way through the year 2023. 
It is good to gather together and share 
with each other as we learn together from 
God’s Word.  



• In January Coffee Fellowship will be 
served after each of the services at 9:30 
and 11:00 AM. The signup sheet to host 
a coffee hour has now been moved to 
the small easel on the serving 
table.   Ask someone to help you with 
the treat or  drinks get to know each 
other or introduce yourself to someone 
new. If you have questions call Dodie at 
882- 4067 or Bonnie’s cell, 231-499-
6788 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Wild Game Dinner 

Saturday, January 28 

Appetizers 5:00 pm Dinner 6:00 

All men are invited to participate in this 

annual dinner featuring wild game. Set aside 

some of your bounty from this past year for 

your dish to share.  

Join us for Fellowship and dinner! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
•  Bulletin boards have information on 

community events and Blaine’s 
programs, Bible studies and missions’ 
events that you may want to participate 
in. Please check bulletins, bulletin 
boards, or call Alisa in the church office 
(352-9148 if you need more 
information.) 

Lunch With Friends 
 
Meets every second Thursday of the month at 
noon. 
In January we’ll meet at Skip and Mary Lou 
Nobles, 1044 Watervale Road. Skip and Mary Lou 
provide your place settings and drinks. Please bring 
a dish to pass for the potluck.  We will finish with 
our Card Ministry. All are invited, including men 
and spouses. Call Mary Lou at 352-7035  if you 
have any questions.  We meet at noon, January 12, 
2023. 

Ready for a new thing–then try Potluckers in 
January.  Instead of meeting in someone’s 
home this group is moving to the fellowship 
hall to offer the opportunity for others to 
come.  There will be a host for the evening 
(provides the main dish) and tables set up for 
8 and you are asked to bring a side dish, own 
table service and come for an evening of 
good food, fellowship and time of devotion.   

Date   Wednesday, January 25th at 6:30.   

**Watch the bulletin for reminders.  

JANUARY POTLUCKERS  

By Laws:  
 

Pastor David is revising some of the  
By Laws.  
If you have any requests please email him at: 
  
 david.spalding@westernsem.edu  



 
WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Beginning the week of January 15th is the women’s winter Bible study called, “Jesus 
Over Everything” by LisaWhittle. “We all want to put Jesus first and live simpler 
lives, but we struggle with both. In this six-session video Bible study, Lisa Whittle 
helps us fully engage in a life of uncomplicated, unwavering love for Jesus in a 
world that pulls us in every direction. The Jesus-first life clears our minds and heart 
of overindulgence, endless options, and me-centered thinking. Jesus Over Everything 
is a compelling call to give God his rightful place in our everyday lives.” The study 
will have a Monday evening class at 6:30 and a Tuesday morning class at 9:30am. If 
you did not sign up for the class, but want to attend, check with Carolyn Waterson 
for book availability.  

 

WINTER MEN’S STUDY  
There will be a second men’s study beginning 

on Monday, January 16 at 6:30 for 6 weeks, 

called “The Principle of the Path” by Andy 

Stanley. “Where you want to go in life and the 

path you choose to get there don't always 

agree---despite good intentions. Teaching that 

our direction determines our destination, 

Stanley offers a story-driven, Bible-based road 

map to help you avoid unnecessary 

disappointments and attain your goals for your 

marriage, career, finances, and more”. Cost 

for the book is $10 and Gary Waterson will 

serve as leader. Speak to him if interested in 

attending the study.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY  
On Wednesday, January 18th from 5:30-7:30 

there will be a first meeting for the new “Young 

Adult Ministry” at the church. This is for post 

high school through 30s age and you will come 

and have a meal together, fellowship, and 

discussion on what you would like in a group. 

The meal will be provided and so will childcare 

for those needing it (please bring a sack supper 

for your child). Pastor David will be providing 

leadership at this first meeting to get things 

started.  

RSVP by January 11th to the office: 231-352-

9148.  

Plan to come for this fun time.  

 



Week of Compassion is more than a week. 
It is a ministry of the whole Church, 

reaching those in need "around the world, 
around the year.” Any time we respond to a 

need in the world, we bear witness to the 
unity of our table, faithfully sharing the gifts 

that we have as an expression of Christ's 
love. In working together with partners, we 

represent the Disciples of Christ 
commitment to unity, making our resources 
reach farther and growing our impact on a 

global scale.  
 
 
 
 
 

Yet it is because I remember all this 
that I have hope. 

YHWH’s favor is not exhausted, 
nor has God's compassion failed. 
They rise up anew each morning, 

so great is God’s faithfulness. 
(Lamentations 3:12-23, The Inclusive Bible)  

 

 

THANK YOU  

Thank you to all who helped to make our 
Advent/Christmas season at Blaine a special 

time of worship, learning, fellowship and 
encouragement. As we move into 2023 

remember that we are called to live out the faith 
that was “born in us” by the gift of Jesus to our 

world. Be bold in your witness this year and 
touch others with God’s love. 

To our Volunteers: 
Thank you for your warmth and care. For the 

many skills you kindly share, 
For your patience, time, and energy that help 

to serve our church, all this and 
 more that you lovingly bring. 



BACN  is about to enter their 40th year of “Neighbors helping Neighbors” 
 
*the new building has greatly increased BACN’s Capacity to meet community needs 
*100% of costs for the building and reserves were funded by private donations.  
BACN remains debt-free thanks to members of our community 
 
Executive Director Gerri VanAntwerp (12 years at BACN) will be leaving BACN 
    Thank You Gerri, Blessings from Blaine Christen Church 
 
  
The Impact of your Gifts to BACN 
Financial gifts help us purchase food in bulk at much better prices.   
Here are some examples 25 cans of sweet potatoes for $25  -   750 cans of corn for $500 - 
1000 cans of chicken noodle soup for $1000     
One month of Total Food Purchases  $10,000 
 
Other exciting news: 
Blessings in a BACKPACK will be coming under the BACN umbrella in 2023.  

 

 

 
 

 
A Parting Note:  

 
I leave knowing many more Neighbors and 

good Samaritans than when I arrived, and the 
integrity and honor of this organization is 
something I will always be proud of and 

cherish. Benzie Area Christian Neighbors is 
not a community center, but it is where 

community thrives. 
 

My best to all!        
Winter Newsletter,  excerpts  

Gwen Van Dorp and Gerri Van Antwerp 

 

BACN Sundays 

January 1 and 15 

 

Blaine church will collet items on the first 
and third Sunday of the month.  

Donations that are always needed are 
household cleaning supplies and personal 

hygiene items. 

Your donations may be put in the grey 
baskets in the hallway. Offerings appreciated 

are cereals, soups, crackers, canned meat, 
sugar, peanut butter, canned fruits and 

vegetables.  

Thank you! 

  

 



 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

Serving This Month  

Praise & Worship Service  8:30 am 

 

Worship Leader:  Volunteers needed 

Greeter:  Maggie Baker 

Usher:  Volunteers needed 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

 

Traditional Service 11:00 am  

 

Elders: Steve VanDe Perre and Bob Bodell  

Worship Reader:  Kathryn Mathieu  

Diaconate Servers:  David & Sue Spalding &  

   Frank & Bonnie Putney  

Diaconate Preparer: Rick Zych 

Greeter:  Maggie Baker 

Usher: Volunteers needed 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

2022 Church Leadership 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Board Chair  Sonja Reitan 

Vice Chair  Chuck Wolverton 

Secretary  Linda Yeager 

Financial Trustee  Donna Brown 

Pastor    Bob Larimer 

Trustees   Howard Ingleston, JoEllen Lathwell            

   & Charlotte Putney  

ELDERS 

Sarah Esper  Steve VanDePerre 

Judy Spohn  Linda Faber 

Wayne Faber  Gary Waterson 

Carl Barnum  Wayne Margetson 

Bob Bodell 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Worship   Carolyn Bell 

Christian Ed  Mary Barnum  

Missions  Howard and Judy Ingleston 

Property   Steve Haugen 

Cong Fellowship  Dodie Putney 

Memb/Evang  Jannette Ervin 

Memorial  Kate Jenkins, Stonna Spalding, Nina  

   Margeston  

Jan 1:      Isaiah 63:7-9 

 Mathew 2:13-23 

Title: “ Its okay, I’m in Charge” 

 

Jan 8:     Isaiah 42:1-9 

 Mathew 2:13-23 

Title: “Washed and Ready to Go” 

 

Jan. 15:     Psalm 40:1-11 

     John 1:29-42 

Title: Taking Time to Hear God”  

  

Jan 22:     Corinthians 1:10-18 

 Mathew 4:12-23 

 

Jan 29:  Micah 6:1-8 

 Mathew 5:1-12 

Title: “ The ‘B’ Attitudes”  

 



• Dear church family,  

Many thanks for the Christmas gift I 
received from you. It is such a joy to 
serve in our church and do ministry 
with all of you. Gary and I will enjoy 
doing something special with the gift 
and think of you as we enjoy our time 
together.  
God’s blessings as we continue to make 
Jesus known in our community and 
world. 

- Carolyn Waterson, staff for education 
and evangelism  

• Deb and I want to thank each and every one of 

you for this wonderful year together. We want 

to thank you for the precious Christmas Card 

and gift. Thank you doesn’t seem like enough. 

We are truly blessed to be part of this church 

family. May the Lord bless each of you might-

ily in the new year and years to come! 

      All our Love, 

      Pastor Bob & Deb 

• Thank you for the Christmas card and 

gift.  It has been a blessing working with 

you all, and thank you for welcoming me 

with open arms.  

 Blessings to All of You! 

 Alisa Elliott 

• Sue and I would like to thank every-
one who sent us a card or offered a 
prayer for us over the Christmas sea-
son. Your well wishes and support 
mean a great deal to both of us. We 
hope that you have a blessed new 
year.  

 Pastor David & Sue  

 
 
A Thank you from:  
 
Operation Christmas Child  
“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son and they shall call His name Immanuel. 
Which is translated’ “God with us” (Matthew 1:23). Your generosity is allowing us to show hurri-
cane victims, Ukrainian refugees, Operation Christmas shoebox recipients, and many more that God 
is with them.  
 
God bless you, and Merry Christmas!   
Franklin Graham Child    
President; Samaritan’s Purse;  Operation Christmas Child 

• I often say, “ Love working with you” 

and I do!   Now I’ve received a gift from 

the Blaine congregation and executive 

board. . Thank you for my gift, but when I 

“work” with you that is the greatest gift 

for me.  I’ve entrusted my gift to a jewel-

ry box so I can think and pray how it will 

be used.   

 God Bless,  Bonnie Putney 



 

 

Please contact the church office  

if your birthday or anniversary  

were missed, (231) 352-9148  

STAFF 

Office Manager  Alisa Lier– Elliott 

   231- 352-9148  

Congregational Fellowship, Missions,    

Property   Bonnie Putney  231-352-4940 

Membership & Evangelism, Christian      

Education   Carolyn Waterson    

  231- 882-9802 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Christian Education 

   Mary Barnum (231) 313-8922 

Congregational Fellowship 

   Dodie Putney     (231) 649-0614 

Membership & Evangelism 

   Jannette Ervin   (615) 856-7855 

Missions 

   Howard and Judy Ingleston  

 (231) 871-0511) 

Property 

   Steve Haugen (231) 882-4274 

Worship 

   Carolyn Bell    (231) 970-1839 

 

February 

Blaine Visitor Deadline 

January 24, 2023 

Please email or drop off information you 

would like included to the church office, 

blainechurch@gmail.com. 

Birthdays  

1 Kylee Merrill 

3 Rita Minteer, Nina Margetson 

5 Brielle Gillison, Charlotte Gerhke, 

Maggie MacDonald 

8 Makenzie Waterson 

9 Janet Maat 

10 Gay Waterson 

12 Katherine Waterson 

16 Elizabeth Merrill, Rick Maat 

19 Jan Heverly 

21 Ayden Collins 

24 Kari MacDonald 

27 Les Putney 

29 Elaine Putney 



Our Mission 

   Our purpose at the Blaine Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) is to live and 

share the love of God as revealed in Jesus 

Christ through the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit.  Together, we seek to learn, teach, 

hear, minister, support, grow and worship 

as a community of faith.  As Christ’s 

disciples, we accept the call to reach out 

with God’s love to those outside the 

church.  Thus, as part of the Church 

Universal, we intend to serve both the 

physical and spiritual needs of our 

immediate community and the world.  To 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Blaine Christian Church 

 (Disciples of Christ) 

 7018 Putney Road 

Arcadia, MI 49613 

 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

8:30 a.m.   Praise & Worship 

Service 

 11:00 a.m.   Traditional 

Service 

   9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor 

David Spalding, Associate Pastor 

(231) 352-9148  

 

www.blainechristianchurch.org 

email: blainechurch@gmail.com 

 

   


