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Pastor’s Pen...From Where I Sit
It’s January, the start of a brand-new year, so I have been
thinking “Resolutions”. Of course, there are the usual; eat less,
exercise more, be more frugal with money, and more vigilant
with time! Add this routine into my life, or stop doing that other
one. Give up that one bad habit, or the several, or better yet, start
doing that new thing regularly! And all that thinking brought me
to my “Bucket List”. Do you have one? Because mine radically
changed during Sabbatical.
I started out in the usual way, asking myself, “What do I want
to do, or see, or accomplish before I die?” But with all that
reflection time, my perspective slowly started to change. Instead
of “Emptying my Bucket” before I “Kick the Bucket”, I began to
think how to “Fill my Bucket”. More to the point, how I have
already started “Filling my Bucket”, and how I want to continue
to do so! Am I making any sense? It’s a shift in focus really,
another way to look at life. What have I already done? And what
am I about to do? What should I do, for the Kingdom, and for
those around me, that build life in the years to come?
On Sabbatical, for instance, I hiked the Bee Hive Trail in
Acadia National Park, and part of the Appalachian Trail in
Pennsylvania. I experienced a blizzard at the top of Mount
Washington, and hurricane leftovers through the plains of Ohio.
My heart broke in Gettysburg, and then again in Washington
D.C. Oh, and I finished the Rubik’s Cube, and met the man who
discovered “Yooper Lights”! And prior to that, I married the
most precious woman
continued on page 2

Church Events
•

Mondays 6:30 pm

Men’s Bible Study
Women’s Bible Study 1/10
•

Tuesdays 9:30 am

Women’s Bible Study 1/11
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Jan 2 - One Service at 10 am
Jan 5 - Undecorating 11:30 am
Jan 9 - Youth Breakfast,
9:40 am
Jan 10 - Membership/
Evangelism Mtg 5:30 pm
Jan 12 - Men’s Breakfast
8:30 am
Jan 12 - Leadership Mtg 7pm
Jan 13 - Lunch with Friends
Noon
Jan 13 - Elders 6:30 pm
Jan 16 - Christian Ed, 5 pm
Jan 24 - Blaine Visitor
Deadline

Pastor Pen’s...continued from pg 1
most precious woman alive! I have two
wonderful kids, with two wonderful spouses! I
have six absolutely amazing grandkids, the
best church Family in the world, and so many
awesome friends! And when I sit down and
start writing out all of the blessings, all of my
accomplishments and all of my failures, all of
my life lessons, I can’t help but give thanks to
God!
So, what I’m wondering is, might 2022 be a
good year to consider making your “Bucket
List”? Reflecting on what is, and what was,
but also considering what is yet to come? And
in the process, pausing to thank the Lord
“From Whom all Blessings Flow”!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bob

Sunday School
We will resume our regular Sunday School
schedule on January 9th. It will be good to
gather to study God’s Word this winter.
The Nursery and Beginner classes will be
looking at the early life of Jesus. The Elementary class will also be looking at stories of
Jesus’ early life and His ministry. The Youth
will continue their fall study and look forward
to a discipleship class in late winter with
Pastor Bob and Deb Kessler that will help
them look at being a follower of Jesus and
possible baptism.
Adults have two options:

Financial Update

1. “You Are Never Alone” by Max Lucado
Max walks us through John’s Gospel and
explores Christ’s miracles and how He’s still
at work in our lives today! You’ll discover
you’re strong than you think because with
Jesus in our lives, we are never truly alone.
Leader is Gary Waterson

2021 General Fund Budget:
Monthly Essential:

2. “Ezekiel” study with Cynthia Briske and
Shelli Merrill as leaders.

Received
January
18,548.00
February
22,158.00
March
26,153.00
April
19,659.50
May
23,224.00
June
25,465.00
July
14,360.10
August
19,661.00
September 16,141.00
October
24,934.65
November 20,053.86
December 20,561.50
Total
$ 250,919.61

$218,724.00
18,227.00

+/- Monthly
+ 321.00
+ 3,931.00
+ 7,926.00
+ 1,432.50
+ 4,997.00
+ 7,238.00
- 3,866.90
+1,434.00
- 2,086.00
+ 6,707.65
+ 1,826.86
+ 2,334.50
$ 26,350.22

Plan to make this time of learning a priority for
your family as we make our way through the
year 2022.

YOUTH
BREAKFAST

Sunday January 9th
All our youth (grades 7-12) are invited to
enjoy breakfast at 9:40 on Sunday, January 9th
that will lead into your first class of the winter
session. Plan to come and invite a friend to
come with you.

WINTER BIBLE STUDIES

THANK YOU

Women’s Winter Bible Study Begins January 10 & 11
Mondays at 6:30 pm & Tuesdays at 9:30 am
The 7 week women’s Bible study called “The Gospel of Mark: The
Jesus we are Aching for” by Lisa Harper begins the week of
January 10th. “Throughout his account, Mark unveils a Jesus of
unparalleled power and authority but also a Jesus of humility and
love. And while this Jesus invites each of us into a greater story
through His teachings, He demands we come as active participants.
We must acknowledge Him, seek salvation in Him, and follow Him
wherever He leads.” Cost for the study book will be $16. At the
writing of this newsletter there were still a couple of study books
available-speak with Carolyn Waterson, staff for education.

Men’s Monday Night Bible Study at 6:30 pm
This group just started studying the book of Luke. Men
of all ages are invited to participate. Questions may be
addressed to Rob Janusch or Bruce Caylen.

EPIPHANY STARS
On the first Sunday of 2022 and the celebration
of Epiphany, we will each receive a star during
worship with a word on it that will be your
word to ponder on and realize how God is
calling you to live the word out in your life in
2022. The stars will be picked randomly from a
basket during the communion time and then
you can take it home and post it in a place
where you will see it each day. Stars are still
available to pick up!

OUR 2022
BLAINE WITNESS
Wednesday, January 12th 7:00 pm
The committee chairs, executive board, head
elder of Blaine church will be meeting in
fellowship hall to share ideas and look at our
mission/ministry for 2022. There will be a time
of devotion, sharing needed information from
the office about communication/procedures
and a time to share and talk about some goals
for 2022. The hope is to be more coordinated
in our ministries as we move forward into the
new year.

Many folks helped to make
our Advent/Christmas time
special at Blaine. Thank you
to all who helped with the
worship services, caroled,
provided goodies for folks,
sent notes and cards, called
or did doorway visits. You
helped to make this time of
year special for our church
family.

Benzie Sr. Resources
Christmas Gift Bags
Thank you for the donations that were
given to the Benzie Seniors. Benzie Sr.
Resources were so thankful for the cases of
cereal bars. The hand lotion, calendars, and
paper towels were all appreciated. Thanks
for your generosity.

A Birthday Request
My father will be turning 90 on this coming
January 17th. The idea of a party at this time
isn't feasible for many reasons, but I wondered
if I could humbly ask for those who know him
to just send a Birthday card or small note to
acknowledge his birthday and remind him of
all the friends he has in this area. Please no
gifts, a few words or a shared memory would
mean much more to him at this point.
Thank you so much for participating in this
celebration! Happy New Year to you, your
families and you're congregation!
Rev. William Nelson
PO Box 571
Frankfort, MI. 49635
With sincerest appreciation,
Sara Courson, William's daughter

Serving This Month

2022 Church Leadership

Praise & Worship Service 8:30 am

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Board Chair
needed
Vice Chair
Sonja Reitan
Secretary
Linda Yeager
Financial Trustee Donna Brown
Pastor
Bob Larimer
Trustees
Kim Lathwell &
Howard Ingleston

Worship Leader: Sue Spalding/Rita Minteer
Greeter: volunteer needed
Usher: volunteer needed
Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell

Traditional/Blended Service 11:00 am
Elders: Tom Brown, Bruce Caylen
Worship Reader: Deb Kessler
Diaconate Servers: Rob and Dale Janusch,
John and Linda Byers
Diaconate Preparer: Hazel Evans
Greeter: Jannette Ervin
Usher: Bonnie Putney
Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell
Sign up sheets are posted in fellowship hall.

ELDERS
Sarah Esper
Judy Spohn
Mary Lee
Tom Brown
Deb Larimer

Steve VanDePerre
Linda Faber
Wayne Faber
one needed

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Worship
Carolyn Bell
Christian Ed
Jenny Caylen
Missions
Jan Heverly
Property
Pete Nugent
Cong Fellowship Dodie Putney
Memb/Evang
Jannette Ervin
Memorial
Judy Ingelston

SERMON SCHEDULE
Jan 2:
Jan 9:

Jan 16:

1st Reading: Isaiah 42:9
Title: “Covenant Partnership”
1st Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7
2nd Reading: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
Title: “The Chosen”
1st Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
2nd Reading: John 2:1-11
Title: “Now, About Spiritual Gifts

Jan 23:

1st Reading: Luke 4:14-21
2nd Reading: 1Corinthians 12:12-31a
Title: “The Body”

Jan 30:

1st Reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10
2nd Reading: Luke 4:21-30
Title: “Called for a Purpose”

February Blaine Visitor
Deadline
Monday, January 24, 2022
Please email or drop off information you
would like included to the church office.

If you would like to work with any of the
committees to help with planning or work
on a special project (such as Operation
Christmas Child, Echo his Love, Week of
Compassion, or bulletin boards) please let
the functioning committee chair know or
the staff person.
We welcome your enthusiasm.

Need a phone number to volunteer, join
or help a working committee?
STAFF
Office Manager Dede Nugent

352-9148

Congregational Fellowship, Missions,
Property
Bonnie Putney 352-4940
Membership & Evangelism, Christian
Education Carolyn Waterson 882-9802

January
Birthdays & Anniversaries
BIRTHDAYS

1 Kylee Merrill
3 Rita Minteer, Nina Margetson
5 Brielle Gillison, Charlotte Gerhke,
Maggie MacDonald
8 Makenzie Waterson
9 Janet Maat
10 Gary Waterson
12 Katherine Waterson
16 Elizabeth Merrill, Rick Maat
19 Jan Heverly
21 Ayden Collins
24 Kari MacDonald
27 Les Putney
29 Elaine Putney

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Christian Education
Jenny Caylen (231) 218-6634
Congregational Fellowship
Dodie Putney (231) 882-4067
Membership & Evangelism
Jannette Ervin (615) 856-7855
Missions
Jan Heverly (231) 649-4884
Property
Pete Nugent (231) 383-3702
Worship
Carolyn Bell (231) 970-1839

Do you have a birthday or anniversary this
month and were not included? Please
contact the church office so we can update
your information. Thank you.
(231) 352-9148
blainechurch@gmail.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS
•

•

•

Coffee Hour Fellowships will be served
each Sunday…The host will be able to
serve a treat of his/her choice. Coffee, tea,
and apple juice – are all provided by the
Church. Coffee and your treat are served
after each worship service 9:30 and/or
12:00. Please sign up on the fellowship
board for the date and service that is best
for you. If you have questions, you may
contact Dodie Putney at 231-649-0614 or
Bonnie
Putney
at
231-499-6788.
Thank you.
Mugs for coffee hour…If you have 1-4
medium coffee mugs that are just perfect,
but you have had them a long time and you
would like to pass them on to our coffee
hours please do. Bring them to the church
kitchen. (Our church cups seem to be too
shallow, and accidents happen when we try
to walk with a cup in hand.) Please donate
a mug or two with your name attached so
we can follow the mugs.
Volunteers Needed!
The library has
become neglected and soon we won’t have
a library to look for a book. If you know
how to sort and file – library style will you,
please help us out. Talk with Bonnie
Putney or Jan Heverly.

•

Men’s Prayer and Breakfast is the
Second Wednesday January 12, 2022, 8:30
AM They will meet at the Elberta Light
House Café. Please pay for your own
breakfast and enjoy fellowship and prayer.
All men are invited. Contact Skip Noble
231- 352-7035 for more information.

•

Lunch with Friends ~ Mary Lou and Skip
Noble host this luncheon every month on
the 2nd Thursday. The potluck will be held
on January 13 at noon. Devotion, prayer,
and potluck are enjoyed; and we finish
with our “Lunch with Friends” card
ministry. Skip and Mary Lou’s address is
1044 Watervale Rd; phone number is
352-7035. Men and women are welcomed
to join us.

•

Card & Game Night is coming back! We
will be hosting cards and dominoes
fellowship on the 3rd Fridays of the month.
Our first night is January 21. Please check
bulletins and bulletin boards: time to be
announced.

•

MEN’S WILD GAME DINNER
Save the Date! Sat. January 29, 2022
Appetizers 5:00 pm Dinner 6:00 pm
All men are invited to participate in this
annual dinner featuring wild game. Set
aside some your bounty from this past year
for your dish to share. Bring non-perishable
food items for BACN. Join us for
fellowship, dinner, and prizes.

KIDS KARE HELP
We are again offering Kids Kare for our children through 1st grade during the worship service.
This is not Sunday School-but a less structured time of story and craft that will follow the
children’s moment or anthem in worship for those whose parents feel they are not quite ready to be
in worship the whole time. If you are a high school youth or an adult who would like to help with
this ministry, speak with Jenny Caylen (CE chair) or Carolyn Waterson (CE staff) for more
information or to volunteer. It is a great way to get to know some of our younger children.

BACN Sundays
January 2 and 16
February 20-27, 2022
And now these three remain: faith,
hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13

An historic tornado outbreak caused damage
in multiple states, with the greatest impact in
Western Kentucky. Several Disciples congregations have been directly affected. Week of
Compassion is coordinating with the Region,
congregations, and ecumenical partners to
provide relief.
In a severe tornado outbreak Friday night,
more than 30 tornadoes were reported across
6 states. With damage assessments underway,
Week of Compassion is still receiving reports
in the aftermath. So far, we know that at least
70 lives were lost in Western Kentucky alone,
and that number is expected to grow. Governor Andy Beshear has declared a state of
emergency and deployed the National Guard
to respond.
First Christian Church of Mayfield suffered
significant damage. Many families connected
with Disciples churches are among the thousands who sustained damage to their homes.
Week of Compassion is in touch with leaders
in Mayfield, Bowling Green, and other communities across the affected area. As needs
emerge, we are prepared to aid and support
the responses of our congregations and partners and will share more info as we receive it.
If you know of Disciples affected by these
storms, or Disciples churches responding in
their local community, please let us know. In
the meantime, many are asking how to offer
support. Remember that the best way to help
immediately following a disaster is to "Stay,
Pray, and Give." Stay Home, Pray fiercely
for those affected, and give what you can to
Week of Compassion

Blaine Church will collect items on the first and
third Sundays-January 2 and 16th for Benzie
Area Christian Neighbors; Benzie, and northern
Manistee County’s food pantry. Donations that
are always needed are house cleaning supplies,
and personal hygiene items. Your donations may
be put in the gray basket in the hallway. Offerings appreciated are cereals, soups, crackers,
canned meat, sugar, peanut butter, canned fruits,
and vegetables. Thank you!

Dear friends,
We have many things to celebrate and be grateful
for this holiday season, but what is most on my
mind is how this community comes together
through BACN to bring cheer to their Neighbors.
How so?
~Turkeys, hams, pies, ingredients for green bean
casseroles and Christmas cookies, tins of coffee,
bags of nuts, cans of mandarin oranges and boxes of
potatoes or stuffing; all come through BACN’s
doors from businesses, church groups and private
donors.
~New boots and coats, blankets still in the packaging, soft new socks, mittens and even insulating
home window kits. ~ the Webber Foundation
~Boots for Kids ~ Frankfort Rotary Club ~caring
individuals came together to make sure their
Neighbors are safe and comfortable.
~Toys for Tots, whose application process runs
through BACN, helps bring Christmas morning
smiles to area children- over 40 businesses and
churches. The Father Lovett Foundation, ~Mission
Ministry Team and churches have made funds
available through BACN for those with dental and
medical bills.
We are honored by the community’s trust as they
share these gifts through BACN. Fred Rogers certainly would be impressed by THIS neighborhood!
Wishing you peace and joy,
Gerri VanAntwerp, Executive Director

THANK YOU’s
•

Deb and I want to thank each and every
one of you for this wonderful year
together. We also want to thank you for
the gift of Sabbatical, and for all the
prayers and support along the way. And
now, on top of all that, we want to thank
you for the precious Christmas Card and
gift. Thank you doesn’t seem like
enough. We are truly blessed to be part of
this church family. And all the more so as
we step into this next year together.
All our Love,
Pastor Bob & Deb

•

Thank you for the Christmas card and
gift. Our congregation is full of kind,
loving, and generous individuals who
make a difference in people’s lives
everyday! It is an honor and privilege to
work for you.
Blessings to All of You,
Dede

•

Dear church family,
Many thanks for the Christmas gift I
received from you. It is such a joy to
serve in our church and do ministry with
all of you. Gary and I will enjoy doing
something special with the gift and think
of you as we enjoy our time together.
God’s blessings as we continue to make
Jesus known in our community and
world.
Carolyn Waterson, staff for education
and evangelism

•

I often say, “ Love working with you”
and I do! Now I’ve received a gift from
the Blaine congregation and executive
board. I think you all deserve a gift too- I
often see many things around the church
that have been taken care of from hanging
wreaths to fixing lights and even more the
care you give to people at Blaine, prayers
you offer for people of the community.
Thank you for my gift, but when I “work”
with you that is a great gift for me. I’ve
entrusted my gift to a jewelry box so I
can think and pray how it will be used.
God Bless, Bonnie P.

ECHO His Love Board of Directors recently received a letter from, David J. Carlson, that due to
uncontrollable life events, he had to “sadly and reluctantly, withdraw his letter of employment and
decline the Executive Director post” he was to begin on December 1, 2021.
Board President, Sherry Pries, stated, “It was with great disappointment we acknowledged the letter,
however we very much appreciated David’s kind words that stated he will absolutely continue to
pray for and support ECHO in every way that he can."
Executive Director, Robin Paulus, and the Board of Directors discussed interim candidates as she
will be moving out of the area at the end of December. The Board of Directors have appointed Lisa
Clarke, Family Services Director, to help with daily operational Interim Director duties during the
search. As planned, Paulus will continue to serve ECHO His Love remotely but now with a different
focus, ensuring the ministry transitions smoothly. “Lisa Clarke has been my right hand in the
ministry for almost 8yrs, and I have complete confidence in her ability to serve in an interim
capacity”, stated Robin, “We have a solid staff, an amazing board of directors and dedicated
volunteers that will continue serving our community as the board once again searches”.

Our Mission
Our purpose at the Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is to live and share the love
of God as revealed in Jesus Christ through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Together, we seek to
learn, teach, hear, minister, support, grow and
worship as a community of faith. As Christ’s
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with
God’s love to those outside the church. Thus, as
part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve
both the physical and spiritual needs of our
immediate community and the world. To this
end we commit ourselves to witness and serve in
the fellowship and traditions of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor
(231) 352-9148
7018 Putney Road Arcadia, MI
www.blainechristianchurch.org
email: blainechurch@gmail.com
SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School

Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
7018 Putney Road
Arcadia, MI 49613

May God’s love
light your way
and lead you into
a new year that
shines with
His
special joy.
Happy New Year!

