
Pastor’s Pen...From Where I Sit 
    
Have you ever noticed the parallels between McDonalds and 
the Church? I mean, in any midsized town you find one, right. 
And in most big cities, there are several! Not on every street 
corner, but almost! People know where they are too, even if 
they don’t go there themselves. Some are enamored with what’s 
offered, the menu and such, and show up pretty much weekly. 
Whereas others choose something they think is better. Both are 
having a hard time finding workers these days, no matter what 
“benefits” are involved! And both, currently, are seeing their 
client base shrinking. Those pesky “Millennials” believe they 
have better things to do! And the “Old Guard”, well, there just 
aren’t as many around! 
   Both offer creative new options from time-to-time, don’t 
they? Or at least some do. Think McRib, or McPizza, or the 
Arch Deluxe. A different style service, with more lights and 
sounds. Doing away with Hymnals or Pews. A new Church 
Plant, or intense Small Groups. And both maintain the time-
honored, tried and true as well. When the new idea doesn’t fly, 
you’ve always got the Big Mac, right. You simply cannot 
change your Brand! Oh, sometimes you need to simplify the 
menu. And sometimes you need to crank it up a bit. But 
sometimes you just need to do what you’ve been doing, only do 
it better, and with more intensity! A lukewarm sermon sitting 
under a heat lamp simply won’t do! Nor will putting ATMs in 
the lobby and serving Gourmet Coffee. That just isn’t enough! 
You need to consider what your place known for! 
                                                                    Continued on page 2 

Church Events 
Sun - Choir 6pm 

Mon - Men’s Bible Study 6:30pm        

Tues - Boy Scouts 7pm 
 
 Dec 1 - Board Packet Deadline 

 Dec 5 - Gift Bag Donations Due 

 Dec 8 - Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am  

 Dec 8 - Congregational Board   
          Meeting, 7pm 

 Dec 9 - Lunch with Friends, Noon 

 Dec 9 - Elders Meeting, 6:30pm 

 Dec 16 - Cantata Practice 

 Dec 19 - Cantata Sunday           
          One Service at 10am 

 Dec 19 - Christmas Program 4pm 

 Dec 21 - Christmas Caroling   
            4:30pm 

 Dec 24 - Newsletter Deadline 

 Dec 24 - Christmas Eve Service 
  9pm 

 Dec 25 - Merry Christmas! 

 Dec 26 - One Service at 10am 

 Dec 30 - Year End Deadline 
 
• Jan 2 - One Service at 10am 

DECEMBER 2021 

Blaine Visitor 

Wait Upon the Lord!         



Heavenly Apple Pies 
Support Community 

We made 720 apple pies on Friday 
November 5th!  It was a wonderful day 
with about 40 volunteers helping.   
  
Money Collected              $7,196.00 

Minus Expenses                    480.00  

Total for Missions          $6,716.00  
 
Expenses are so low because we had many 
people donate to cover them! This allows for 
more money to be donated to the missions that 
we support.   
 
A total of $6,716.00 will be split among Benzie 
Area Christian Neighbors, ECHO His Love, 
Week of Compassion and Disciples Mission 
Fund (DMF). 
 
Once again, we would like to thank everyone for 
your help.  Without you we could not do this 
wonderful day and give back to our community. 
 
Thank you, 
Julie Zych 

Quarterly Congregational 
Board Meeting 
Wed. December 8, 2021    
7:00 pm 
 
  All members are invited and encouraged to 
attend this meeting in the sanctuary. In order to 
complete the business of the church, we have 
to have a quorum.  
  Board reports and agenda items are due in the 
church office by December 1st. Please attach 
your print ready report or drop it off in the 
office manager’s mailbox in the hallway. 
  Board Packets will be available to pick up in 
fellowship hall on Sunday, December 5th. 

2021 YEAR END 
 
All year end bills, reimbursement requests and 
contributions to be posted for the 2021 year 
must be received in the church office by:                  

December 30, 2021  
Anything received after this date will be posted 
for the 2022 year. Please call the church office if 
you need to make other arrangements to meet 
this deadline, 352-9148. 

Financial Update 

2021 General Fund Budget:     $218,724.00 

Monthly Essential:                       18,227.00 

 

  Received       +/- Monthly 

January   18,548.00       +  321.00 

February 22,158.00           + 3,931.00  

March            26,153.00           + 7,926.00        

April              19,659.50           + 1,432.50 

May               23,224.00           + 4,997.00 

June               25,465.00           + 7,238.00 

July                14,360.10            - 3,866.90 

August           19,661.00            +1,434.00 

September     16,141.00            - 2,086.00 

October         24,934.65            + 6,707.65 

November     20,053.86            + 1,826.86 

Total         $ 217976.40        $ 24,015.72 

Pastor’s Pen... Continued from page 1 

 
And maybe you’ve noticed that both Church and 
McDonalds need to work hard at maintaining 
their reputation. A bad image is hard to shake. 
Word of one bug, in one McFlurry, will travel 
through the town like wildfire! 
   As a manager, you need to stay true to your 
business plan. But keep evaluating and tweaking 
too. And always remember that sometimes,    
Sacred Cows make great Gourmet Burgers! But 
then, I’m just thinking! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Bob 



Advent Study 
“The Case for Christmas” 
By Lee Strobel  
This study invites you to look beyond the 
familiar traditions of the season, challenge 
you to examine the evidence for yourself, 
and consider why Christmas really matters. 
The study is for both the youth (grades 7 and 
above) and adults, led by Gary Waterson 
during the Sunday school time. 

Christmas Cantata 
December 19 10:00 am  
One service at 10:00 am, “God’s Great 
Love” by the choir. Invite your music loving 
friends to  as we worship and fellowship 
together. Sunday School is not offered, but 
there will be young children programming 
following the children’s moment in worship. 

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 
Worship Schedule & 
Special Events 

 

Sundays, December 5 & 12  
Worship at 8:30 & 11:00 am  

Sunday School, 9:45 am  
 

Sunday, December 19  
Christmas Cantata 

One Worship Service at 10 am 
No Sunday School   

  
Christmas Program at 4 pm  

 

December 24  
Christmas Eve Service at 9:00 pm  

 

Sunday, December 26  
One Worship Service at 10:00 am 

No Sunday School   

 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 
One Worship Service at 10:00 am 

No Sunday School   

Christmas Program 
December 19   4:00 pm  
The children and teens will be presenting a 
living nativity outside (weather permitting) 
with some live animals and scenes from the 
night Jesus was born. This is a wonderful 
time to invite a family with children to come 
with you and see the Christmas story 
presented by other children/teens. If you 
would like to sit during the program 
(approx. 25 mins), bring a chair.  Hot 
chocolate and cookies provided. 

Christmas Eve Service 
December 24          9:00 pm  
A service of music, scripture, communion 
and candles as we end our waiting and 
celebrate the birth of Jesus together. 

Christmas Caroling 
December 21   4:30 pm  
Our church has a long-standing tradition of 
Christmas Caroling to our more shut in folks 
each December.  This is for anyone who 
enjoys singing songs of the season and 
wants to brighten the lives of others. We will 
return to the church for goodies. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• Coffee Hour Fellowships will be served 

each Sunday……The hosts  will be able 
to serve a treat of her choice.  Coffee, tea, 
and apple juice – are all provided as well 
as paper products: juice cups, plates, 
napkins, and plastic silverware.  Coffee 
and your treat are served at 9:30 and/or 12 
noon after each worship service.  Please 
sign up on the fellowship board for this 
ministry of hospitality and serving.   If you 
have questions, you may contact Nina 
Margetson at 248-396-1647 or Bonnie 
Putney at 231-499-6788.  Thank you. 

 

• Men’s Prayer and Breakfast  is the 
second Wednesday December 14, 2021,  
8:30 AM. They will meet at the Elberta 
Light House Café.  Please pay for your 
own breakfast and enjoy fellowship and 
prayer.   All men are invited.  Contact Skip 
Noble 231- 352-7035 for more 
information. 

SERMON SCHEDULE 

 
Dec. 5:      1st Reading: Malachi 3:1-4 
        2nd Reading: Luke 3:1-6 
        Title: “I Will Send My Messenger”   
                  Dec. 19:    Christmas Cantata    
Dec. 12:    1st Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20                                     One Service at 10:00 am 
         2nd Reading: Philippians 4:4-7    
        Title: “Rejoice Always”   Dec. 26:    1st Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 
                      2nd Reading:  Luke 2:41-52 
                                                                                                                                     Title: “After the Festival” 
                                                                                                                                                One Service at 10:00 am  

 

 

• Lois Ministries                                       
We will meet May 2 at 1:30 in the small 
sanctuary. Although we are not meeting 
until May, we do pray for our church, 
pastor, our children, our grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren.   If you would like to 
pray with us each Monday afternoon call 
Bonnie Putney at 231-499-6788 for more 
information. 

 

• Lunch with Friends                             
Mary Lou and Skip Noble have extended 
their hospitality to host “Lunch with 
Friends” one more time this year. The 
Potluck will be held on December 8 
(second Thursday) at noon. Devotion, 
prayer, and potluck are enjoyed, and we 
finish with our “Lunch with Friends” card 
ministry.  Skip and Mary Lou’s address is 
1044 Watervale Rd; 352-7035. Men and 
women are welcomed to join us. 

Thank you for packing, gifting, and sponsoring Operation Christmas Boxes!  
Individuals packed 87 boxes, and the packing party packed 162 Christmas boxes for a total of  249.  
Children around the world will be excited for and blessed with your boxes.  
The NW MI Drop Off at Blaine for Operation Christmas Child operated Monday Nov 15- Monday 
Nov 22. We processed 1064 Christmas boxes from area churches and delivered 68 cartons to     
Traverse City where semis took 17,273 boxes to the Chicago distribution center.  

Thanks to all the volunteers! 



Giving to Help Others 
 
As you celebrate this season of giving, think 
about how you can give to help someone else. A 
monetary gift to Benzie Area Christian 
Neighbors, Habitat for Humanity, ECHO, or our 
Mission Discretionary Fund can help those who 
are in need of support with basic living needs 
and with special circumstances in their lives. 
Checks can be made out and sent to the 
organization or to the church and marked in the 
memo for the fund you desire. These gifts may 
be given in honor or memory of someone as 
your Christmas gift for them. 

Benzie Sr Resources 
Christmas Gift Bags 
Donations Due December 5th 
 
Blaine is collecting breakfast/cereal bars, hand 
lotion and paper towels for Benzie Senior 
Resources. They will use our donations to fill 
Christmas Gift Bags for our local homebound 
senior citizens. December 5th is the last day to 
put your offerings in the designated gray basket 
in the office hallway. 

BACN  
Benzie Area Christian Neighbors 
 
Blaine Church collects items on the first and 
third Sundays, December 5 and 18 for BACN, 
our food pantry in Benzie County.  Donations 
that are always needed: cleaning supplies and 
personal hygiene items. Your donations may be 
put in the gray basket in the hallway.     
 
From BACN’s Winter Newsletter:  
Special Gifts for the Holidays -Each year people 
ask what items they can donate to help make the 
holidays special for Neighbors.  This year we are 
asking for two things our Neighbors often are 
unable to purchase themselves: Coffee & Nuts.  
We’d love to gift Neighbors with tins of these 
items, which are not in BACN’s food purchasing 
budget.  We appreciate this warm gesture of 
care!   
Gerri VanAntwerp, Executive Director 
 
As this newsletter goes to print, we are in an 
exciting window of time.  Construction of our 
new facility is underway!  We are deeply 
grateful to community members who have given 
so generously of their time, talent, and treasures 
in support of this project.     
 
BACN’s Winter Newsletter is hanging on the 
Missions board in the Hallway.  A special day offering of  

Disciples Mission Fund supporting  
the ministries of our Region. 

2021 Christmas Offering 
 
Received in most congregations 
December 12 and 19. 

Denomination News  
Teresa Dulyea-Parker will become the Regional 
Minister of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) Michigan Region beginning January 1, 
2022. She will serve our region on a part time 
basis while also serving the Illinois/Wisconsin 
Region where she currently is Regional Minister. 



STAFF 
 
Office Manager    
  Dede Nugent                352-9148 
 
Congregational Fellowship, Missions,    
Property              
  Bonnie Putney              352-4940 
 
Membership & Evangelism, Christian 
Education     
  Carolyn Waterson         882-9802 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Christian Education 
   Jenny Caylen       (231) 218-6634 
 
Congregational Fellowship 
   Nina Margetson   (248) 396-1647    
 
Membership & Evangelism 
   Jannette Ervin      (615) 856-7855 
 
Missions 
   Terry VanHeyningen  (231) 275-1070 
 
Property 
   Pete Nugent         (231) 383-3702 
 

Worship 
   Carolyn Bell        (231) 970-1839 

December 

BIRTHDAYS  

 

 1 Sharon Blight, Phillip Putney  

 6 Janet Copher, Kathryn Mathieu,  

    Cash Orman  

 7 Walt Kline  

 8 Charlotte Putney  

11 Brady Larimer  

12 Everett Zych  

14 Jim Bekkering, Sabrina Merrill  

16 John Byers, Erica Jager  

28 Keith Jewell  

29 Claira Putney, Shannon Gillison  

30 Rebecca Tanner  

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  2 Brian and Dodie Putney  

15 Greg and Kathryn Mathieu  

22 Neil and Linda Nugent  

30 Terry and Sandra VanHeyningen  

 
Please contact the church office  

if your birthday or anniversary  

was missed, (231) 352-9148 or 

blainechurch@gmail.com 

January 
Blaine Visitor Deadline 

December 24, 2021 
 

Please email or drop off information you 
would like included to the church office, 
blainechurch@gmail.com. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SERVING THIS MONTH 

• WINTER WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
This winter, women are invited to 
participate in a 7 week study called “The 
Gospel of Mark: The Jesus we are Aching 
for” by Lisa Harper. “Throughout his 
account, Mark unveils a Jesus of  
unparalleled power and authority but also a 
Jesus of humility and love. And while this 
Jesus invites each of us into a greater story 
through His teachings, He demands we 
come as active participants. We must 
acknowledge Him, seek salvation in Him, 
and follow Him wherever He leads.” The 
study will begin the week of January 10th 
with a Monday night session at 6:30 pm 
and a Tuesday morning session at 9:30 am. 
Cost for the study book will be $16. To 
reserve a study book, please sign up in the 
fellowship hall by December 21st. 

 

• MEN’S BIBLE STUDY                       
The Monday Night Men’s Bible Study 
continues at 6:30 pm each week. Men of 
all ages are invited to participate. The 
group meets in the youth area of the 
basement. 

• KIDS KARE HELP                                
We are offering Kids Kare for our children 
through 1st grade during the worship 
service. This is not Sunday School, but a 
less structured time of story and craft that 
will follow the children’s moment or 
anthem in worship for those whose parents 
feel they are not quite ready to be in 
worship the whole time. If you are a high 
school youth or an adult who would like to 
help with this ministry, speak with Jenny 
Caylen (CE chair) or Carolyn Waterson 
(CE staff) for more information or to 
volunteer. It is a great way to get to know 
some of our younger children. 

 

• MEN’S WILD GAME DINNER      
Save  the Date!  Sat. January 29, 2022       
Appetizers 5:00 pm      Dinner 6:00 pm       
All men are invited to participate in this   
annual dinner featuring wild game. Set 
aside some your bounty from this past year 
for your dish to share. Bring non-
perishable food items for BACN. Join us 
for fellowship, dinner, and prizes. 

• CARE COORDINATOR     Stonna Spalding will be reaching out to members after hospital 
stays, new births and  extended illnesses.  If you would like to help with this ministry, or know     
of someone that could use some care, please contact Stonna, 231-378-4864 or 231-383-5546.    
Thank you.    

Praise & Worship Service  8:30 am 

 
Worship Leader:  volunteer needed 

Greeter:  volunteer needed 

Usher:  volunteer needed 

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

 

 

 

 

Traditional/Blended Service 11:00 am  

 
Elders: Tom Brown, Bruce Caylen  

Worship Reader:  Dale Janusch 

Diaconate Servers:  Sonja Reitan, Bob Bell,   

               Mary Lou & Skip Noble                         

Diaconate Preparer: Maggie Baker  

Greeter:  volunteer needed 

Usher: Jannette Ervin   

Welcome Center: Cathy Bodell 

Sign up sheets for both services are posted in fellowship hall. 



Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor 
(231) 352-9148  

7018 Putney Road Arcadia, MI 
www.blainechristianchurch.org 
email: blainechurch@gmail.com 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE  

8:30 a.m.   Praise & Worship Service 
 11:00 a.m.   Traditional/Blended Service 

   9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 

Our Mission 
 

   Our purpose at the Blaine Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) is to live and share the love 
of God as revealed in Jesus Christ through the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Together, we seek to 
learn, teach, hear, minister, support, grow and 
worship as a community of faith.  As Christ’s 
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with 
God’s love to those outside the church.  Thus, as 
part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve 
both the physical and spiritual needs of our 
immediate community and the world.  To this end 
we commit ourselves to witness and serve in the 
fellowship and traditions of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ). 

 

 Blaine Christian Church 
 (Disciples of Christ) 
 7018 Putney Road 

 Arcadia, MI   49613 


