April 2020

Blaine

Important Upcoming Events:

JOURNEY
to the
CROSS

The season of Lent began on Ash
Wednesday, February 26th and as individuals and a church we began our ‘journey to
the cross’ and beyond to Easter. When we
began this season, we had no idea we
would be where we are now as a church
and a nation. It has been a time of solitude
for us these last couple of weeks and hopefully a time of using your Lent devotional
(Take Up Your Cross) and prayer to draw
closer to God. Many of the devotions have
spoken to where we are right now and have
been an encouragement to continue to walk
closely with Jesus and to be the church that
is witnessing to the world. As we come to
the end of the Lent season, continue to take
time each day for a quiet time with God and
meditate on what it means to “take up your
cross daily and journey to the cross”.

•

Sundays, - Worship Services at
8:30 & 11:00 am
Sunday School, 9:45 am
Choir, 6 pm

•

Mondays
Lois Ministries, 1:30 pm
Boy Scout Troop 10, 7 pm
Troop 1225, 7 pm
Men’s Bible Study, 7 pm








April 5 - Palm Sunday
April 9 - Maundy Thursday
April 9 - Prayer Vigil begins, 7 pm
April 10 - Good Friday
April 10 - Prayer Vigil ends, 7 pm
April 12 - Easter Sunday




April 17 - Game Night, 6:30 pm
April 18 - Memorial Service & Visitation
for Marce Keillor
April 19 - BACN Collection Sunday
April 22 - Potluckers, 6:30 pm
April 24 - Blaine Visitor Deadline
April 25 - Kitchen Cleaning, 9:30 am
April 25 - Date Night, 5:30 pm
April 30 - Early Bird Registration for
Summer Camps, Camp Crystal








•
•
•

May 2 - Fellowship Hall RSVD, 7:30 pm
May 9 - Mother/Daughter Tea, 10 am
May 10 - Mother’s Day

A Message from your Executive Board
“Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own”
Matthew 6:34
In these uncertain times we have all begun worrying about what will happen, will
we be okay? what should we do? The questions go on and on and the worry
continues.
We must look for guidance for a truly uncharted situation that we are currently
faced with. The best thing we can do is pray. Pray for our leaders, our medical
workers, our businesses and our people.
The board has been communicating regularly and have decided to do the following
regarding our church community.
All church activities, meetings and worship services will be cancelled
following the Governor’s Executive order thru April 13, 2020.
This is our Lenten season and this order is effective
through Easter Sunday.
Our paid staff will work from their homes and salaries will be continued. Because
of your past generosity, we can do this at this time.
We ask that if you are able, please continue to tithe. We are working on alternative options but for the time being mailing to the church would be the best
option. As we find other ways to do this, ie: Electronic Funds Transfers, we
will advise you.
Sending cards, notes, phone calls and phone hugs to our members is always
appreciated. Prayers for Pastor Bob as he struggles with this change.
With your continued financial offerings, we can continue our outreach through the
mission programs.
Thank you all for your prayers, offers of help and outreach to our members and
this wonderful community of believers.
Jo Ellen Lathwell Board Chair
Bob Yeager Vice Chair
Donna Brown Secretary
Dodie Putney Financial Trustee
Pastor Bob Larimer

FROM WHERE I SIT
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“I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept
the faith”, says the Apostle Paul in 2
Timothy 4:7-8. There is a difference, isn’t there,
between starting out well, and finishing well—
between good intentions, and actually making
changes! The Greek word usually translated as
“repentance” in the New Testament is “metanoia”.
It literally means a “change of mind”. But it is more
than regret, or guilt, or shame. It implies a
conscious decision to “turn around”, to make
changes, to finish the race well!
I remember a repetitive theme in some of the
Peanuts Comic Strips that speak to that. Lucy, and
Charlie Brown would be practicing football. Lucy
would hold the ball for Charlie’s placekicking
attempts. But every time he would run to kick it,
Lucy would snatch up the ball, and Charlie would
fall flat on his back!
There was one memorable strip that opened with
Lucy holding the ball and Charlie refusing to kick.
Lucy begged him to kick the ball. But Charlie
Brown said, “Every time I try to kick that ball your
move it! And I fall on my back”! They went back
and forth for the longest time, until finally, Lucy
broke down in tears and confessed, “Charlie Brown,
I have been so terrible to you over the years, picking up the football like I have. I have played so
many cruel tricks on you, but I have seen the error
of my ways! I’ve seen the hurt look in your eyes
when I’ve deceived you. I’ve been wrong, so
wrong! Won’t you give a poor penitent girl another
chance?”
Charlie Brown was moved by her display of grief
and responded to her, “Of course I’ll give you
another chance.” He stepped back as she held the
ball, and he ran. At the last moment, Lucy picked
up the ball and Charlie Brown fell flat on his back.
Lucy’s last words were, “Recognizing your faults,
and actually changing your ways, are two very
different things, Charlie Brown!” …Maybe there is
a lesson here for us as well?
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bob

Need a phone number to volunteer, join, or
help a working committee?
STAFF:
Office Manager, Dede Nugent 352-9148
Congregational Fellowship, Missions,
Property
Bonnie Putney 352-4940
Christian Education, Membership &
Evangelism Carolyn Waterson 882-9802
COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Christian Education:
Jenny Caylen, 882-9004
Congregational Fellowship:
Maggie Baker, 616-915-2620
Membership & Evangelism:
Chairperson needed
Missions: Terry VanHeyningen,
231-275-1070
Property: Pete Nugent, 383-3702
Worship: Kari MacDonald, 231-871-0079

MONTHLY FINANCE UPDATE
2020
2020 General Fund Budget: $ 218,724.00
Monthly General Fund Need: 18,227.00
January
February

Received
$ 18,557.00
23,776.00
$ 42,333.00

Over / Short
330.00
5,549.00
5,879.00

Due to the interruption of our regular
deposit and recording schedule, the
financial information for March is not
available at this time.
There is no cause for concern and
updated information will be available
soon. Thank you for your continued
support of our church and ministries.
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SERVING IN APRIL
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service
Worship Leader - Erdman’s
Greeter - Available
Usher - Available
Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
Elders - Deb Larimer, Jenny Caylen
Worship Reader - Deb Kessler
Diaconate Servers - Kent Elliott, Bonnie
Putney, Rob & Dale Janusch
Diaconate Preparer - Hazel Evans
Greeter - Available
Usher - Available
Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell

SERMON SCHEDULE
April 2020
April 5:
Palm
Sunday

1st Reading: Philippians 2:5-11
2nd Reading: Matthew 21:1-11
Title: “Pedestal, Tomb, Throne”

April 12:
Easter
Sunday

1st Reading: Colossians 3:1-4
2nd Reading: Matthew 28:1-10
Title: “Dawn”

April 19:

1st Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
2nd Reading: John 20:19-31
Title: “After the Parade”

April 26:

1st Reading: Psalms 116:1-4, 12-19
2nd Reading: Luke 24:13-35
Title: “On the Road”

1
4
5
8
10
11
13
15
17
19
20
21
22
24
25
26
27
28
29

Birthdays
Jeri VanDePerre
Deb Kessler
Nona Nugent
Cynthia Briske
Yvonne Hockett
Jordan Fekete
Bruce Peabody
Ralph Jenkins
Evelyn Kirk
Mylie Kelly, Mary Spalding
Zoey Putney
Donnie Tanner
Patrick Kenny
Greg Waterson
Ken Nye
Jenny Caylen, Tal Fuller
Becky Kline
Nadine Gilroy
Martin R. Gehrke, Meagan Zych,
Bob Bell

Anniversaries
2 Frank and Bonnie Putney
14 Kent and Julie Elliott
PRAYER CHAIN & E-PRAYER
At this time, I am doing e-prayers when
anyone has a concern. I’m sending Sunday
Prayers as I have been. During the week I will
send prayer requests on Tuesday and Friday or
intercessory prayers any day they are needed.
Bonnie Putney 231-499-6788 or bonnieputney@gmail.com. God answers prayer. Thank
you.
When you have a need for an intercessory
prayer, please contact Pastor Bob 651-9472 or
Bonnie Putney at 499-6788. We will start the
prayer chain.
Blaine Christian Church has E-Prayer, sent out
each week after Sunday’s prayer requests. If
you would like to receive the e-prayer; e-mail
bonnieputney@gmail.com and you will be
added to the prayer chain.

APRIL
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
HOSTS
9:30 AM
4/5
4/12
4/19
4/26

Noon

Activities & Services Cancelled
Activities & Services Cancelled

Coffee Fellowship Hosts will be needed. When
the church is opened please check the fellowship
board or call Maggie Baker 616 -915-2620.
Coffee/tea; apple juice; and paper supplies are
supplied.

CONGREGATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
“When I open my home (church), when I
connect with others by extending hospitality, I
live into the generosity of God’s design.
Pressure and stress melt away as I share space
with others. Through hospitality, I find true
community, connection with friends, family,
and those we now love or soon will because I
made myself available and opened our doors.”
--a devotion shared by Maggie
Maggie has been very busy tending to the
kitchen, providing beautiful coffee fellowship,
creating a coffee and tea niche.
Next Meeting: May 22nd, 9:30 am

KITCHEN CLEANING
WORK BEE

Hello from the Property Chair

Saturday, April 25th
9:30 to 12 noon

During the Corona Virus pandemic, we are
heeding the orders of our state and local officials
and the church is closed for business at least
until April 13. We have turned the heat down
and limited the parking lot lights to just near the
front and back door. Hopefully we can save on
a few utility bills during this time. A trail cam
has been put up and several of you have not
heeded the order. Let me tell you that the only
people that should be going into the church are
essential employees that carry a letter on church
letter head stating they are essential and have a
need to address critical building security and
maintenance. The rest of you are violating the
order and placing church staff at risk. Stay at
home.
Just kidding about the trail cam, but you know
who you are and for your safety and the safety
of others please stay home. Once the order is
lifted, we will be doing our annual spring
cleaning and sanitation will be the order of the
day. After the building is sanitized then we will
open for business. Until then, stay safe and may
God hold you in the palm of his hand.

Anyone who can help, please
call Maggie at 616-915-2620.

This is an ongoing ministry and we always need
knitters. We encourage knitters to use LION
BRAND HOMESPUN YARN. The texture, feel,
and color of this yarn is wonderful and it is
washable. We like these shawls to be at least
5' x 2 1/2 to 3' wide.
The yarn and the pattern are in the church office
if you are willing to knit a Prayer Shawl. Prayer
shawls are knitted with love and prayers; either
for a particular person or for someone the knitter
will never meet. We currently have enough yarn
on hand to make 4 shawls.
The prayer shawls are distributed by Stonna
Spading (chair) or Bonnie Putney (staff for
Congregational Care).

Pete Nugent
Property Chair

24 HOUR PRAYER VIGIL
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday - 7:00 pm Good Friday
This years Prayer Vigil will be a little different than usual. However,
this is an important time for us to be in prayer and united as the body of
Christ. The Prayer Vigil will begin at 7:00 PM on Maundy Thursday and
continue through 7:00 PM on Good Friday. You can sign up for an hour
time slot and pray at your home. If you feel called to pray at the church,
we ask that you do Parking Lot prayer, and refrain from entering the
church building.
During your prayer time there are many church and family needs to be lifted up to our God. You
could use this time to ask for God’s will in your life, our church, the communities around us, our
leaders, and the world. Often starting prayer with Praise is a good way to step into the presence of
God. Using music or personal gratefulness can help open our hearts to God and to each other.
We will want to make sure that all of the time slots are filled. However, several people could be
praying at the same time in different places. A Prayer Vigil is a powerful and intimate way to be
connected with each other and our God. We will remember Jesus in the Upper Room, the Garden of
Gethsemane, and his journey to the Cross.
Look for an email that will have a link to sign up for a time slot for the 24 Hour Prayer Vigil. You
can also use the link on our website blainechristianchurch.org. Click on Blaine’s 24 Hour Prayer
Vigil on the home page.
Those without email access will be contacted to see if they would like to take part in the vigil. Feel
free to call Deb Larimer 231-620-5044 or Sarah Esper 231-383-2789 for help signing up.
HOLY WEEK

SAVE THE DATE JUNE 26-28, 2020

The week that changed the world
continues to change our lives.

Michigan Disciples’ Women’s Retreat
at Crystal Conference Center
“I Have Called You by Name”
Presenters: Rev. Brenda Ethridge,
Rev. Shirley Martinson

Palm Sunday, April 5
Maundy Thursday, April 9
Good Friday, April 10
Prayer Vigil, April 9 - April 10
Easter Sunday, April 12

AN EVENING AT WATERVALE - ALL CHURCH ADULT FELLOWSHIP EVENT
Wednesday May 27, 2020
5:30 pm Tour of Cottages

(Park behind the Hotel, and meet in front)
(Walking, and golf carts if needed)

6:15 pm Potluck Dinner in the Hotel
Historical Slide Presentation following dinner
Hosted by Skip and Mary Lou Noble
Sign-up in Fellowship Hall beginning May 3rd

Fellowship Groups: Each month these fellowship groups meet. Each group is different
in character; but could include devotion, prayer, a meal, and more. You are invited to
any group or groups you would like to attend. Just call the leader for more information
or ask Bonnie Putney or Carolyn Waterson; staff. Groups that meet regularly include:

Lois Ministries - Mondays, 1:30 pm, Small Sanctuary

Lois Ministries is a prayer ministry for mothers and grandmothers praying together especially praying
for family and grandchildren. They also pray for our Blaine Church Family. We’ll meet April 6, 13,
20 and 27 in our own homes at 1:30PM. We will be praying for our church family, our children, and
our grandchildren. Please call Shirley Felt 231.864.4420 for more information.
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9 NIV

Men’s Bible Study - Mondays, 7:00 pm

This Bible Study is for men of all ages and everyone is welcomed. If you have questions, please
contact Rob Janusch, 231-383-3979.

Men's Prayer & Breakfast - Second Tuesday, May 12, 8:30 am

Men meet at the Lighthouse Café in Elberta for prayer, fellowship, and breakfast. Please pay for your
own meal. For more information, call Skip Noble 352-7035. April meeting cancelled.

Lunch with Friends - Second Thursday, May 14, Noon

Each month we meet at Skip and Mary Lou Noble’s, 1044 Watervale Road, Arcadia. Join us for
lunch, fellowship, devotion and our special greeting card ministry. Please bring a dish to pass. Your
table service and drinks will be provided. Call Mary Lou Noble at 231-352-7035 for your reservation.
April meeting cancelled.

Game Night - Friday, April 17, 6:30-8:00 pm

Game Nite will meet in fellowship hall at 6:30 for an informal fellowship evening. All are welcomed
to join us. Bring your own drink. Cards, Dominoes, Fun, Fellowship, Snack and Praise will be
provided. Host is Bob Bell 248-252-1389

Potluckers - Fourth Wednesday, April 22, 6:30 pm

EVERYONE is invited and asked to bring a dish to share and your own table service, beverages
provided. Come and hear about the work this group did in February in Key West with Habitat for
Humanity and Restore Florida

Teapot Ministry - most Fridays

Teapot Ministry is a visit (preferably 2 visitors) with our shut-ins. We have a short visit, some tea
and end with devotion. If you would like to visit someone special or you have time to visit someone,
please contact Bonnie Putney at 231.499.6788. This is an extension of our Care Ministry.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Our Sunday School ministry is
an important part of our church
life. It is a place for folks to learn
from God’s Word, to meet others
on the faith journey and support
one another. It has been difficult not being
together these last few weeks. But lessons have
continued via email for our families. Hopefully
you have participated as a family at home in a
time of study and prayer. Following Easter we
will begin our last 5 weeks of Sunday School.
Our summer schedule begins on May 24th.
The downstairs adult class will be using the
Bible study “Overcomer” by the Kendricks as the
final study of the spring. This 5 week study will
help “examine how we determine our identity
and how we can find our true identity in Christ”.
The children's’ classes will continue where they
left off before classes were cancelled as will the
upstairs’ adult class. Plan to join a class these last
few weeks and grow your faith and understanding of God’s Word with others in the church.

YOUTH NEWS
The youth class will begin again following
Easter and start with a breakfast as they begin
their final study of the spring. Watch your emails
for updates on topic and details for this study.
MARRIAGE
DATE NIGHT
Saturday, April 25, 2020
Married couples are invited to participate in a
Marriage Date Night at the church. This will
include “dinner for two”, marriage encouragement, and fellowship with other couples. The
evening will begin at 5:30 with registration and
hor d’oerures, followed by some marriage
encouragement, dinner with your spouse by
candlelight, and dessert and fellowship with
other couples. Block out this evening on your
calendar and tell your friends about it.

MISSION TRIP
REPORT & POTLUCK
Our Key West Mission Trip
group will be giving a report
on their trip on Wednesday,
April 22nd at 6:30 at the church at a potluck
hosted by the Potlucker group.
EVERYONE is invited and asked to bring a
dish to share and your own table service, beverages provided. Come and hear about the work
this group did in February in Key West with
Habitat for Humanity and Restore Florida and be
encouraged by one of the ways our church is
serving others in the world.
Although school has been
cancelled, the Kids Hope mentors
have continued contact with their
students through notes. Thank you
to these faithful mentors and their
prayer partners for caring for these
children even with no school. Continue to pray
for the mentors and all the students at the Betsie
Valley school as our church ministers to them.
VACATION
BIBLE SCHOOL
2020
August 3rd-6th
6:00 - 8:10 pm
children 3 years-6th
grade completed
Rocky Railway: Jesus’
Power Pulls us Through
Mark your calendars now for this fun and faith
growing week. Watch future newsletters for ways
to be involved. Grandparents, invite your grandchildren to come for a week with you and let
them enjoy evenings at VBS. It is a way to
minister to them and to have fun with them.

Habitat for Humanity of Benzie County
Thank you for your regular monthly donations in 2019 totaling $2066.95 to Habitat. Your tithe
contributions were dependable and generous as always. Please relay our gratitude to your congregation for Blaine Christian Church’s support. This year Benzie Habitat will provide another modest,
energy efficient, affordable home just as we have faithfully done since 2008. If you would like to
volunteer to help with builds or other activities
MISSION UPDATE PLEA
please visit our web site, benziehabitat.org/
volunteer.
We didn’t have our corned beef
dinner and were not in church
for our special offering enveBACN Builds
lopes for Week of Compassion. The need still
BACN’s Quarterly Communique is written by exists and needs your support. Please send your
Gerri VanAntwerp, Executive Director of Benzie offering labeled Week of Compassion to the
Area Christian Neighbors. In the Spring 2020 church office as soon as you can. Send along
Quarterly Communique Gerri tells how BACN your regular offering too. We need to continue
and others in Benzie County are working to our mission and do what the Lord calls us to do.
supply food in these uncertain times. BACN has
In addition to this we have a mission discremodified their services:
tionary fund to help our neediest neighbors. This
fund in not in the budget except from a part of
*Drive -up service provides pre-packaged food
our mission tithe. We will need your special gifts
bags to Neighbors; Neighbors register by phone
to respond is a loving way to our neighbors.
and pick up at the “drive-up table”.
Label your offering “discretion fund” for this
*The Benzie Bus delivers BACN food bags to
extra work.
Neighbors without transportation
FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
*Senior Food Bag Service in partnership with
We are collecting Family Fare grocery receipts in
Benzie Senior Resources is continuing without
the bright green box in fellowship hall. ‘Direct
change.
Your Dollars’ is a receipt-based program,
*”Blessings in a Backpack” Food bags for stumeaning that we can help raise money simply by
dents are now available for pick-up at BACN.
depositing Family Fare receipts in the bright box.
*Local schools are delivering food to families
Blaine’s receipts will be directed to Paul Oliver
eligible for free or reduced lunch program at bus
Hospital. They will be taken to the hospital the
stops.
end of the month.
To read the whole Communique see the Mission
board in the office hallway.
BENZIE AREA CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS
WINTER FOOD DRIVE
BACN Donations Collected
Thank you SO much to the great group from
April 19
We collect canned goods and paper products for Blaine who helped with the food drive. You
Benzie Area Christian Neighbors the first and folks always step up to the plate and keep things
third Sundays. The grocery cart will be in fellow- running smoothly. It is really appreciated.
We were able to collect about 10,000 pounds of
ship hall on April 19th. There is also a basket in
the office hallway. Donation suggestions: cereal, food along with cash donations. That will really
soups, crackers, tuna, peanut butter, and laundry help us through this challenging time.
Thank you again, and stay healthy,
detergent. Consider donating. Thank you.
For now, Linda Byers will continue to take Sally Bobek, Volunteer Coordinator
Benzie Area Christian Neighbors
canned goods to BACN by appointment.

Camp Crystal Registrations Go Electronic in 2020
All six camps being offered by Michigan Disciples
this summer now have a new online registration
process, with the three youth camps active now.

EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS END
APRIL 30, 2020
REGISTER ONLINE AT
www.campcrystal.org

Campers! Please register for Crystal Camps online. If
camps are canceled, you will receive a full refund.
Please direct your questions to Tim Murtaugh, Crystal Commission, timdmurtaugh@gmail.com or
502.352.8882. Contact Bonnie Putney 231.499.6788 if you are registering and need information
about scholarships.
2020 Camp & Retreat Dates
June 21-26: Elementary Camp
July 12-18:
June 26-28: Michigan CWF Women’s Retreat
July 12-18:
July 6-9: Grandparent & Me Camp
July 19-25:
July 6-9: Vacation Bible School @ Crystal
Sept18-20:

Middle School (Chi Rho) Camp
High School (CYF) Camp
Family of God Camp
MI Disciples Men’s Retreat

ECHO His Love
With the new Executive Order 2020-21 (COVID-19) that will begin as of 12:01am March 24th
ECHO His Love has implemented the following changes to comply and still serve essential needs to
our community needs.
1) ECHO His Love MANNA Pantry services will be open Mon, Wed, Fri 10a -2pm. All requests
will be taken by phone and provided curbside service at the side entrance of the ECHO His Love
Campus, 525 Michael St. Requests for food must be made 9:30am-1:30pm.
2) Safe Harbor will extend shelter dates until 8am on April 18th provided enough volunteer staff are
available to serve. Location remains at the Tabernacle Church, 77 Hancock St., Manistee MI.
3) In order to maintain proper spacing for Social Distancing we are unable to accept any new guests.
Any 2019-2020 approved guests will be served.
4) 4) ECHO His Love office will be open Mon, Wed, and Fri 9am-3pm to complete phone in-takes
for emergent needs. 231-723-6613 ECHO His Love staff will be working from home on Tues &
Thurs.

Donations accepted on an ongoing basis at these community organizations.
Volunteers are always welcome! Applications available at the church.
ECHO
His Love
Benzie Area Christian
Neighbors (BACN
2804 Benzie Hwy
Benzonia, MI, 231-882-9544
Open: Mon-Thur, 10am - 2pm
1st & 3rd Wed, 4pm - 6pm

Habitat for Humanity
Restore
13998 Honor Hwy
Honor, MI 231-325-7750
Open:
Tues-Sat, 10am - 5:30pm

Echo His Love Store
1505 Benzie Hwy,
Benzonia, MI, 231-3834088
Open:
Mon-Fri, 10am - 6pm; Sat,
10am - 4pm

Our Mission
Our purpose at the Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is to live and share the love
of God as revealed in Jesus Christ through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Together, we seek
to learn, teach, hear, minister, support, grow and
worship as a community of faith. As Christ’s
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with
God’s love to those outside the church. Thus, as
part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve
both the physical and spiritual needs of our
immediate community and the world. To this
end we commit ourselves to witness and serve in
the fellowship and traditions of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
7018 Putney Road
Arcadia, MI 49613

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor
(231) 352-9148
www.blainechristianchurch.org
email: blainechurch@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Coffee & Fellowship following services.

