October 2019

Blaine

Throughout
our faith journey,
we are extended several
invitations. From the
invitation to make our
confession of faith to
the invitation to care
for a sick neighbor, to
the invitation to bring
food to the next church event, our life in a community of faith is full of invitations.
When we make an intentional decision about
what we bring before Christ, we extend a blessing
of health and wholeness to all of creation,
because we are certain that this is ultimately what
God desires. The world is broken and hurting,
and we are called to be a movement for wholeness among its many fractured pieces. We can be
agents of grace if we are generous in our response
to the invitations that are presented to us.
Our faithful financial stewardship is one way we
are invited to respond to Christ’s invitation. On
October 29, 2019 we begin an intentional
reflection called Devoted to Generosity. This
reflection will culminate on November 17, 2019
with our Stewardship Sunday.
God has done and continues to do remarkable
things through us and with us – things that matter
in our community! Your prayers and your participation are keys to helping us advance further on
the pathway of discipleship. We know that when
the early church gathered, they did so with glad
and generous hearts and that there was no need
among them. We desire such a spirit of true
community to be among us. We look forward to
considering with you what it means for us to be
Devoted to Generosity, as we seek to be faithful
disciples in this place.

Important Upcoming Events:
•

Sundays, - Worship Services at
8:30 & 11:00 am
Sunday School, 9:45 am
Choir, 6 pm

•

Mondays
Lois Ministries, 1:30 pm
Boy Scout Troop 10, 7 pm
Men’s Bible Study, 7 pm

•

Tuesdays
Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 am
Bible Study, 7:00 pm

•

October - Pastor Appreciation Month
Oct 3 - Elders, 6 pm
Oct 4 - Game Night, 6:30 pm
Oct 6 - World Communion Sunday
Oct 6 & 13 - Reconciliation Offering
Oct 7 - Christian Education, 7 pm
Oct 8 - Men’s Breakfast, 8:30 am
Oct 10 - Lunch with Friends, Noon
Oct 10 - Blaine’s Day to work BACN’s
Fall Food Drive
Oct 12 - RSVD for Wedding
Oct 13 - Bible Sunday for Third Graders
Oct 16 - Jump Rope Day, 9 am
Oct 19 - Alda Cook’s 90th Birthday
Celebration, 2 pm at church
Oct 19 - Regional Board Meeting in
Lansing, 10 am
Oct 20 - New Sunday School Topics begin
Oct 23 - Potluckers, 6:30 pm
Oct 24 - Mission Meeting, 11:30 am
Oct 24 - Blaine Visitor Deadline
Oct 29 - Stewardship Reflection begins

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FROM WHERE I SIT
OCTOBER 2019

My daughter, wife, and cousins
treated themselves to a “Girls
Weekend” at the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel. I have never been there,
but hearing about the way they
treat people made me sit up and pay attention!
They called my daughter by her name when she
first walked in the door. And then asked if her
daughter, the one with the great sense of humor,
was with them on this stay. One lady, sitting by the
pool, asked a waitress for a takeout order from one
of the restaurants. She was politely told that that
particular restaurant did not do poolside meals.
The client, surprised, politely said, “Oh, that’s the
first time I have ever been told ‘no’ at a RitzCarlton”. To which the waitress said, “Let me see
what I can do”. The meal arrived shortly after that,
and with a smile. I’m not usually one to use worldly institutions to influencing the Church. But in
this particular case, well…
The Credo of the Ritz-Carlton states, in part,
that “The Ritz-Carlton is a place where the
genuine care and comfort of our guests is our
highest mission. We pledge to provide the finest
personal service and facilities for our guests. The
Ritz-Carlton experience enlivens the senses, instills well-being, and fulfills even the unexpressed
wishes and needs of our guests. We are Ladies and
Gentlemen serving Ladies and Gentlemen”. Their
Three Steps of Service include
1. A warm and sincere greeting. 2. Use the guest’s
name. Anticipation and fulfillment of each guest’s
needs. 3. Fond Farewell. Give a warm good-bye
and use the guest’s name.
Just a few of their Service Values, for everyone
who works there, include:
I build strong relationships and create RitzCarlton guests for life.
I am always responsive to the expressed and
unexpressed wishes and needs of our guests.
I am empowered to create unique, memorable
and personal experiences for our guests.
I continuously seek opportunities to innovate
and improve our guest’s experience.

I own and immediately resolve guest
problems.
I create a work environment of teamwork
and lateral service so that the needs of
our guests, and of each other are met.
I have the opportunity to continuously learn
and grow.
I am involved in the planning of the work
that affects me.
I am proud of my professional appearance,
language and behavior.
I protect the privacy and security of our
guests, my fellow employees and the
company’s confidential information and
assets.
I am responsible for uncompromising
levels of cleanliness and creating a safe
and accident-free environment.
Can you imagine how our guests would feel,
not to mention each and every one of us
already here, if we lived ethical values like
that! Or as Jesus says, “Love your Neighbor as
Yourself”!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bob
MONTHLY FINANCE UPDATE
2019 General Fund Budget: $217,044.00
Monthly General Fund Need: 18,087.00
Received
January
$ 10,962.24
February
26,742.00
March
17,259.00
April
28,712.17
May
20,127.00
June
18,240.75
July
13,608.50
August
17,916.47
September* 13,207.83
Total

Over / Short
- 7,124.76
+ 8,655.00
- 828.00
+ 10,625.17
+ 2,040.00
+
153.75
- 4,478.50
- 170.53
- 4,879.17
+ 3,992.96

*Four of five weeks recorded at time pf printing.

SERVING IN OCTOBER

OCTOBER

8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service

Birthdays

Worship Leader - Rita Minteer
Greeter - Jannette Ervin
Usher - Volunteer Needed
Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
Elders - Sarah Esper, Deb Kessler
Worship Reader - Jannette Ervin
Diaconate Servers - Julie Zych, Terry
VanHeyningen, Skip & Mary Lou Noble
Diaconate Preparer - Rhonda Nye
Greeter - Max Kessler
Usher - Lorraine LaGuire
Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell

1 Bryce Gilroy, Bob Yeager,
Nena Verburg
3 Don Franklin, Brian Merrill
4 Howard Ingleston
6 Maggie Bradford
8 Cathy Bodell
9 Terry VanHeyningen
10 Emmerson Mobley
17 Rob Janusch
18 Dee Lathwell
21 Ed Bradford
22 Alda Cook
25 Pat Munsell, Skip Noble
26 Gentry Mobley
30 Sarah Bradford, Kate Bradford

Anniversaries
SERMON SCHEDULE
October 2019

Oct 6:

1st Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
2nd Reading: Luke 17:5-10
Title: “The Marks of Faith”
World Communion Sunday

Oct 13:

1st Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
2nd Reading: Luke 17:11-19
Title: “A Surprising Example”

Oct 20:

1st Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
2nd Reading: Luke 18:1-8
Title: “Tenacious Faith”

Oct 27:

1st Reading: Psalm 65
2nd Reading: Luke 18:9-14
Title: “Without a Prayer”

4 Rick and Julie Zych
8 Doug and Sara Kirk
15 Rick and Cheryl Kemperman
Joel and Leah Bowman
16 Dave Harden and Donna Stowell
John and Lynette Williams
Phil and Nena Verburg
20 Dale Detman and Pat Swartz-Detman
21 Ken and Rhonda Nye
Marcus and Angela Kmieck
Blaine Christian Church
TELEHONE PRAYER CHAIN
Please change on the Prayer Chain in
the Blaine Church Directory
(purple cover 2019):
Stonna Spalding 231-383-5546
will replace Sandy Marek.

OCTOBER
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
HOSTS
9:30 AM
10/6 Bonnie Williams
10/13
10/20
10/27 Mary Barnum

Noon
Judy Ingelston
Mary Lou Noble

If you would like to host a coffee hour, please
sign up on the Fellowship Hall board. Dodie
Putney 231-882-4067 or Bonnie Putney 231-3524940 are there to help. The paper supplies and the
coffee supplies are furnished by the Congregational Fellowship Committee and Women’s
Ministries.
When you would like to bring a special treat or
birthday cake to Sunday’s coffee fellowship,
please check the signup sheet and talk with the
hosts for that Sunday.
Working together
eliminates surprises. Thank you.

SHEPHERD MINISTRY
“What have I done today to help bless others in
Jesus’ Name?”
HEAVENLY APPLE PIE DAY
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1st
at
The White Owl
(Blaine Township Hall)

Mark your calendar and save the date
for this fun filled day!
The sign up poster is on the kitchen door!
If you would like to order a pie, please contact
Julie Zych or Dede in the church office. Do you
have a business you would like to take the
responsibility to get orders, collect money and
deliver pies to? Please let Julie know.

You Are Invited to…

Alda Cook’s
90th Birthday
Celebration
October 19, 2019
2:00 pm
(Dinner Served)
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Thank you to the ladies who knit and brought in
the Prayer Shawls for us to give to those that have
a need.
Prayer shawls are shawls knitted with love and
prayers; either for a particular person or for someone the knitter will never meet. The prayer shawls
are not distributed by any one person. If you
know of a need please ask Stonna Spading (chair)
231-378-4864, or Bonnie Putney (staff for
Congregational Care) 231-499-6788.

Fellowship Hall
Blaine Christian Church
No gifts please - cards only
FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
If you have Family Fare store receipts from the
store in Frankfort. You may drop them off at
Bonnie’s office. They will be taken to Paul
Oliver Hospital where a percentage of the total
receipts will go to the hospital for general fund
donation.

WORLD
COMMUNION SUNDAY
As Disciples we celebrate
communion each time we gather
to worship. That is not true For all
denominations. The first Sunday
of October, Christians around the world celebrate
this great gift of love and remembrance from
God. Plan to worship this day and think about all
those you are celebrating the Lord’s Supper with
us this day.
CHOIR
The choir began singing again in 11:00
service on September 8th . This group
meets each Sunday night at 6:00pm for
rehearsal and loves to have new
members. It is great to add voices to help
lead worship in praising God each week.
The choir will begin working on a Christmas
Cantata this month. If you are not a regular choir
member and would like to sing for this special
service on December 22nd, talk with Carolyn
Waterson and she will let you know the details.
WOMEN’S REREAT

Women are encouraged to
mark November 16th on their
calendars for a retreat day
with speaker Lee Neinhuis. Lee
has been engaging people
through the Word for close
to two decades. People often describe her as
passionate, engaging and sincere, but it is her firm
belief that God’s word still transforms lives that is
most contagious. She will be speaking on
“Breathe-finding the rest you need before the
climb you are called to”.
The morning will begin at 8:45am and end in the
early afternoon after lunch. Cost for the morning
will be $10. Call now and invite a friend to come
with you for the morning of inspiration and
fellowship. There will be a signup sheet later in
the month at the church to reserve your spot.

REGIONAL BOARD MEETING
of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Saturday Oct 19 at 10:00 AM
Lansing Regional Office
For reservation contact CCMR at the office at
517- 372-3220 or ccmr@michigandisciples.org.

October is the official month for Pastor
Appreciation with Sunday, October 13th being
the official Sunday for this appreciation. Take
time this month to let Pastor Bob and Deb know
how much they are loved and appreciated for the
care and leadership they share with us yearround. A note, a card, a hug, etc…all say “thanks
for being you and faithfully serving us”.

Don’t neglect your Secret
Sister! Please remember
how much you look forward
to that little act of kindness
from your Secret Sister! It
doesn’t have to be a BIG gesture, cards of love
and encouragement are always appreciated! An
event is being planned for October, so keep your
eye on the bulletins for further details. Any
questions can be directed to Dell Lathwell, Nina
Margetson or Donna Brown.

Fellowship Groups: Each month the following groups meet. Each group is different in

character; but could include devotion, prayer, a meal, fellowship and more. Important
information for you is that you are invited to any group or groups you would like to attend.
Just call the leader for more information or ask Bonnie Putney or Carolyn Waterson; staff.

Lois Ministries - Mondays, 1:30 pm, Small Sanctuary

Lois Ministries is a prayer ministry for mothers and grandmothers to come together and intercede
with prayer for family, especially for grandchildren. Call Shirley Felt 231-864-4420 for more
information. We will meet October 7, 14, 21, and 28.
“I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength
through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.” Ephesians 3:16, 17

Men’s Bible Study - Mondays, 7:00 pm

This Bible Study is for men of all ages and everyone is welcomed as we continue Revelations. If you
have questions, please contact Rob Janusch, 231-383-3979.

Men's Prayer & Breakfast - Second Tuesday, October 8 8:30 am

Men meet at the Lighthouse Café in Elberta for prayer, fellowship, and breakfast. Please pay for your
own meal. For more information, call Skip Noble 352-7035.

Lunch with Friends - Second Thursday, October 10, Noon

This month we will meet at Charlotte Putney’s, 6352 Putney Road. Join us for a potluck meal,
fellowship, devotion and our special greeting card ministry. Please bring a dish to pass and your table
service and drinks will be provided. Please call Mary Lou Noble at
352-7035 or Charlotte 352-9880 if you have questions.

Game Night - Friday, October 4, 6:30 pm

We meet in fellowship hall at 6:30 for a for every age fellowship. All are welcomed to join us. Bring
your own drink (non-alcoholic). Cards, Fun, Fellowship, Snack and Praise will be provided. Host is
Bob Bell 248-2522-1389

Potluckers - Fourth Wednesday, October 23, 6:30 pm

Carl and Mary Barnum’s home on Lower Herring Lake(4097 6th Street). Bring a side dish to share
and come for some good fellowship and time of devotion.

Teapot Ministry - most Fridays

Teapot Ministry is a visit (preferably 2 visitors) with our shut-ins. We have a short visit, some tea
and end with devotion. If you would like to visit someone special or you have time to visit someone,
please contact Bonnie Putney at 231.499.6788. This is an extension of our Care Ministry.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School classes have
begun again for the fall quarter.
It is good to see children, teens,
and adults excited about learning
about their faith from God’s
word. There are some new people involved and
that is always a joy to see. If you are not participating in a class, why not plan to come at 9:45
and try a class for the month of October and
bring someone with you. It is a great way to learn
and build friendships.
There are classes for ages 2years-adult (two
classes offered for adults). The combined class of
youth and adults will continue for the first two
weeks of October. This class is doing a study
on “The Case for Christ” and meets in the
sanctuary.
New classes begin on Sunday, October 20th:
Downstairs Adult class: Max Lucado study
called “Anxious for Nothing”. A 5 week
study on ‘finding calm in a chaotic world’.
Youth class: Will begin with a breakfast at 9:40
and an introduction to our new study.
BIBLE SUNDAY
On Sunday, October 13th we
will be presenting our new
third graders with their own
Bibles during each worship
service. If you have a third
grader in your home-make sure the church has
this information and plan to be present this
Sunday for the Bible presentation. Also be in
prayer for these children as they grow in their
understanding of God’s Word for their lives.

FALL STUDIES
In addition to Sunday School on Sunday
mornings, our church is offering the following
fall studies during the week:
Tuesday AM: Women’s Bible
study, 9:30am “Stepping Up” by
Beth Moore through October 22nd.
Tuesday PM: “Irresistible” study by
Andy Stanley at 7pm through
October 22nd. This is for men and
women.

Our partnership with Betsie Valley
School and the KIDS HOPE USA
program will continue for the tenth
year. The mentors will begin in the
school early this month. We have 9
returning mentors for 1 child 1 hour
a week.
The present mentors include: Gary Waterson,
Carolyn Waterson, Bruce Caylen, Jenny Caylen,
Ted Mick, Jan Mick, Rhonda Nye, Deb Kessler,
and Yvonne Hockett. Each of these mentors has
a prayer partner. Those serving as partners
include Shirley Felt, Jenny Caylen, Michael
Waterson, Dee Lathwell, Ralph Jenkins, Deb
Kessler, Kate Jenkins and Ted and Jan Mick.
If you are interested in being a mentor and have
not talked with Carolyn Waterson do so soon.
New mentor training will occur in early October
if there is interest.
Thank you to all who have volunteered to
mentor or be a prayer partner, you are a blessing
in a life of a child, a school community and a
witness to your faith.

COLLEGE KIDS
Our college kids have left for classes. We ask you to pray for these young adults as
they navigate your school year. Parents, you are asked to let the church office
know your young adult’s email and mailing address for communications from the
church.

Blaine Christian
Church
Mission Trip
February 1- 8, 2020

HOME HEALTHCARE DEVICES
If you have devices such as walkers, crutches,
shower seats, etc., that you no longer need or
want, please contact Rob Janusch. He will see
that they are donated to Benzie Senior
Resources. Thank you.
SERENITY PRAYER GARDEN
In the spring, we are revamping
the layout of the Prayer Garden
to cut down on the amount of
work needed to maintain it. If
you have any questions or concerns, please
contact Lind Byers or Kim and Jo Ellen
Lathwell.

Blaine Christian Church’s mission trip will be
February 1 -8, 2020. The mission team that will
be volunteering for Habitat for Humanity Key
West and the Lower Keys includes Pastor Bob
and Deb Larimer, Dave and Laurie Puccio, Russ
and Sara Tiller, Gary and Carolyn Waterson,
Dave and Jeannie VanEerden and Wayne and
Lynda Faber.
The team has not been informed of specific
projects that they will work on yet but are going
with open hearts to help Habitat wherever help is
needed most. Some of the work may be
Hurricane relief related, some might be other
projects that need to be accomplished. As the
date approaches, the team will receive more
details about the work they will be doing. Please
begin to pray for the mission team as they
prepare to serve those in need.

FRIEND DAY THANKS!
The Membership/Evangelism Ministry Team would like to express their
heartfelt thanks and appreciation for all who helped with Blaine’s “FRIEND
DAY” on Sunday, September 22nd. Thank you to everyone who prayed,
provided food, gave Friend Day Moments, gave announcements, preached, made
copies, stuffed bulletins, invited friends, made phone calls, were greeters, and followed up with a
screen door visit.
And thank you to everyone who wore their name tag on Friend Day!
We also encourage you to thank your guest for coming to Blaine either by calling, emailing, or sending them a thank you note. It’s our hope and prayer that you ask them to come to church again. If
you invited someone and they didn’t come, don’t give up. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to continue
working on their hearts. They might accept your invitation in the future.
“Friend Day” is not meant to be a one day event - all of us can invite others to church as often as
possible. Jesus left us instructions in scripture to do this. So be open to the prompting of the Holy
Spirit and continue inviting someone to church!
This was said by a couple of guests on Friend Day: "We have never been to a church before where
everyone was so nice and where we felt so welcomed. We felt like we belonged."

Are You a Caregiver of a Loved One?
Are You Living with Diabetes?
Are You Living with Chronic Pain?
Munson Healthcare and the Area Agency on
Aging of Northwest Michigan are offering three
free healthy workshops this fall in our area.
There are three posters on the bulletin board in
the hallway with more information, or visit:
www.aanm.org/workshop-registration.

JUMP ROPE DAY
Wednesday, October 16th
at 9 am
Blaine Christian Church is
preparing to make many, many
t-shirt jump ropes to put in
Operation Christmas Child‘s
shoe boxes. T-shirts have
been donated, dyed, cut and
are ready to braid into a jump
rope for the children receiving a Christmas shoe
box.
On Wednesday October 16 we will meet at the
church and braid as my jump ropes as possible.
Come spend the morning with us.
Carolyn Bell and Bonnie Putney
RECONCILIATION MINISTRY

Benzie Area Christian Neighbors food drive is
this month, October10 at Shop and Save. Blaine
Christian Church needs to be at the store in
Benzonia from 9am-5 pm to suggest what items
BACN most needs for their food pantry.

Received in congregations Oct 6 & 13

We work in shifts of 2 people from 9-11am,
11-1pm, 1-3pm and 3-5pm.

Donations accepted on an ongoing basis at these community organizations.
Volunteers are always welcome! Applications available at the church.
ECHO
His Love
Benzie Area Christian
Neighbors (BACN
2804 Benzie Hwy
Benzonia, MI, 231-882-9544
Open: Mon-Thur, 10am - 2pm
1st & 3rd Wed, 4pm - 6pm

Habitat for Humanity
Restore
13998 Honor Hwy
Honor, MI 231-325-7750
Open:
Tues-Sat, 10am - 5:30pm

The LoveINC Store
1505 Benzie Hwy,
Benzonia, MI, 231-882-9640
Open:
Mon-Fri, 10am - 6pm; Sat,
10am - 4pm

Our Mission
Our purpose at the Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is to live and share the love
of God as revealed in Jesus Christ through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Together, we seek
to learn, teach, hear, minister, support, grow and
worship as a community of faith. As Christ’s
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with
God’s love to those outside the church. Thus, as
part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve
both the physical and spiritual needs of our
immediate community and the world. To this
end we commit ourselves to witness and serve in
the fellowship and traditions of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
7018 Putney Road
Arcadia, MI 49613

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor
(231) 352-9148
www.blainechristianchurch.org
email: blainechurch@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Coffee & Fellowship following services.

