November 2019

Blaine

Dear Blaine Christian
Church Family,

Important Upcoming Events:

“Thank You for Giving
to the Lord, I am a life
that was changed.”

•

Sundays, - Worship Services at
8:30 & 11:00 am
Sunday School, 9:45 am
Choir, 6 pm

These are just a few words of the song, “THANK
YOU” recorded by Ray Boltz. Perhaps you’ve
heard the entire song, it has been sung in our
church a few times. I am so inspired by the
message of this song that I listen to it every day as
a reminder of God’s purpose in my life.
Can you think of a greater calling than to live a
life that would lead another to the Lord? Everything we say or do has the potential to bring good
or harm into the lives of others. God has given
each of us whatever we need, including a talent or
skill that will uniquely advance His work in the
world. Most of us are not even aware that we
possess this ability! All too often, we allow
self- doubt and our perceived assumption that
others are judging us to get in the way of God’s
plan for our lives. We need to learn to base our
choices on the love of Christ not on our own
flawed understanding.
Perhaps this is a good time for us to prayerfully
consider what God is asking us to do for Him, for
our church, and for our world. Giving becomes a
JOY when we realize that what we are giving is
not ours but God’s. When we open ourselves up
to others and give from our heart, God will fill us
up again!
Peter writes in Acts 9:36-42, “As faithful stewards of God’s grace, we should use whatever
gifts He has given us to serve others.” Jesus
commands us in John 13:34, “Love one another.
As I have loved you, love one another.”
These scriptures say it all, it is our duty to serve
and to share God’s bounty.

•

Mondays
Lois Ministries, 1:30 pm
Boy Scout Troop 10, 7 pm
Men’s Bible Study, 7 pm

•
•
•

•

Nov 1 - Pie Day, 8 am White Owl
Nov 5 - Election Day
Nov 7 - Ecumenical Prayer Breakfast
Copemish, 10 am
Nov 7 - Elders, 6 pm
Nov 8 - Game Nite, 6:30 pm
Nov 9 - OCC Packing Party, 4-6 pm
Nov 11 - Veterans Day Dinner, 6 pm
Nov 12 - Men’s Prayer & Breakfast, 8:30
Nov 14 - Lunch with Friends, Noon
Nov 14 - Worship Mtg, 7 pm
Nov 16 - Women’s Retreat, 8:45 am
Nov 17 - Stewardship Sunday
Nov 17 - OCC Shoe Boxes Due at church
Nov 17 - Blessing of OCC Shoe Boxes
Nov 17 - Youth Breakfast, 9:40 am
Nov 18-24 - OCC Drop Off Center
Nov 21 - Pizza with Pastor, 6:30 pm
Nov 23 - Blaine Thanksgiving Dinner,
6 pm
Nov 24 - Blaine Visitor Deadline
(Combined Dec & Jan Issue)
Nov 24 - Community Thanksgiving
Service, 2 pm
Nov 28 - Happy Thanksgiving!

•

Dec 1 - Advent Begins

Bob and Linda Yeager, Stewardship
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FROM WHERE I SIT
NOVEMBER 2019
It was a beautiful, sunny, bluesky evening. We were walking on
our favorite Petoskey Stone
beach, picking up more rocks that we don’t need,
and a series of thoughts cascaded through my
mind. What we were doing, walking on that beach,
echoed walking the Christian Life!
For instance, I noticed that everywhere we went,
we made an impression. Sometimes these were
good and true, as our toes sunk into the soft wet
sand. At other times though, the impression we
made was blurred or misshapen, or even quite
flawed. And the condition of the surrounding soil
mattered greatly in the outcome. When it was hard,
and unyielding, we had a minimal impact! When it
was soft and inviting, we had a pretty big effect!
You could always see where we had traveled
though, if you simply stopped and looked back. In
hindsight, the path was quite clear. But the
surrounding waves relentlessly pounded on the
shore had a tendency to wash some of our impact
away.
Some of the stones that we found on our journey
were beautiful. Real gems, to be sure. Rare finds.
Others were quite ordinary though, or even plain.
And a few were downright ugly! There were
jagged rocks that you had to handle with caution,
and smooth rocks that had obviously been tossed
around a bit. There were some that had been
bunched together, and some that had broken apart.
But each and every one was unique! And new
stones washed up all the time, changing the landscape constantly. I thought of Lamentations 3:23
“God’s mercies are new every morning. Great is
His faithfulness.”
Lake Michigan is vast too, and apparently
without limits! That obviously reminded me of
God! And being there, in that awesome presence
was peaceful and calm! But powerful as well, and
a bit thundering as the waves crashed upon the
shore! I guess I’d have to say, “I enjoy my walk”!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Bob

Blaine Visitor Holiday Issue

Last year was the first combined December/
January Holiday Issue of the Blaine Visitor.
That will continue again this year with the
deadline on November 24th.
Any information that you would like included
for these two months can be dropped off or
emailed to the church office by the deadline.
MONTHLY FINANCE UPDATE

2019 General Fund Budget: $217,044.00
Monthly General Fund Need: 18,087.00
Received
January
$ 10,962.24
February
26,742.00
March
17,259.00
April
28,712.17
May
20,127.00
June
18,240.75
July
13,608.50
August
17,916.47
September 13,207.83
October
15,339.50
Total

Over / Short
- 7,124.76
+ 8,655.00
- 828.00
+ 10,625.17
+ 2,040.00
+
153.75
- 4,478.50
- 170.53
- 4,879.17
- 2747.50
+ 1,245.46

NOVEMBER

SERVING IN NOVEMBER

Birthdays

8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service
Worship Leader - Sarah Esper
Greeter Usher Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
Elders - Jenny Caylen, Steve VanDePerre
Worship Reader - Sonja Reitan
Diaconate Servers - Julie Zych, Terry
VanHeyningen, Skip & Mary Lou Noble
Diaconate Preparer Greeter - John Byers
Usher - Linda Byers
Welcome Center - Cathy Bodell

SERMON SCHEDULE
NOVEMBER 2019

NOV 3:

1st Reading: Deuteronomy 12:1-7
2nd Reading: Luke 15:11-32
“Your Legacy - A Love That Just
Won’t Quit”

NOV 10:

1st Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5;
13-17
2nd Reading: Luke 20:27-38
“So Who Is Right”

NOV17:

1st Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25
2nd Reading: Luke 21:5-19
“Past, Present, and Future”

NOV 24:

1st Reading: Colossians 1:9-20
2nd Reading: Luke 23:33-43
Title: “King, Judge, and Savior”

1
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18
20
22
23
24
25
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28
29
30

Kate Jenkins
Loy Putney
Dick Spalding
Lauren Nordbeck
Ryan Maat
Patty Gibson
Ian VanDePerre
Frederick Putney, Jessica Hawkins
Russ Tiller, Michelle Foster
Adam Putney
Caryn Gehrke, Ray Tanner
Jim Gillison, Judy Ingleston,
Sonja Reitan, Shirley Mortenson
Archer Munsell
Sharon Trense, Avagaiyl Collins
Tom Bradford
Dick Pfander
Tom Brown
Gary Lathwell, Jessi Putney
Audreanna Collins
Peter Nugent
Carolyn Roper, Cheryl Kemperman
Anniversaries

10
13
20
26
30

Ted and Jan Mick
John and Linda Byers
Russ and Sara Tiller
Charles and Sharon Trense
Ralph and Kate Jenkins

Blaine Christian Church
TELEHONE PRAYER CHAIN
Please change on the Prayer Chain in
the Blaine Church Directory
(purple cover 2019):
Stonna Spalding 231-383-5546
will replace Sandy Marek.

NOVEMBER
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
HOSTS
9:30 AM
11/3
11/10
11/17 Sobkoviak Family
11/24 Charlotte Putney

Noon
Kari Macdonald

If you would like to host a coffee hour, please
sign up on the Fellowship Hall board. Dodie
Putney 231-882-4067 or Bonnie Putney 231-3524940 are there to help. The paper supplies and the
coffee supplies are furnished by the Congregational Fellowship Committee and Women’s
Ministries.
When you would like to bring a special treat or
birthday cake to Sunday’s coffee fellowship,
please check the signup sheet and talk with the
hosts for that Sunday.
Working together
eliminates surprises. Thank you.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
THANK YOU!
Thank you to the ladies who knit and brought in
the Prayer Shawls for us to give to those that have
a need. Prayer shawls are shawls knitted with
love and prayers; either for a particular person or
for someone the knitter will never meet. The
prayer shawls are not distributed by any one
person. If you know of a need please ask Stonna
Spading (chair) 231-378-4864, or Bonnie Putney
(staff for Congregational Care) 231-499-6788.
FAMILY FARE RECEIPTS
If you have Family Fare store receipts from the
Frankfort store, please drop them off at Bonnie’s
office. They will be taken to Paul Oliver Hospital
where a percentage of the total receipts will go to
the hospital for general fund donation.

HEAVENLY APPLE PIE DAY
Thank you everyone that
helped with this special day!

This day could not happen if we
didn’t have all of the wonderful
people who volunteer their time and talents for
this event. It was another successful day, making
over 950 pies with 40-50 volunteers.
Julie Zych, Pie Chair
VETERANS DAY
DINNER
Nov 11, 2019
6 pm Dinner
7 pm Program

All Military Veterans and Spouses are invited to
this dinner in fellowship hall, hosted by Boy
Scout Troop 10. Please RSVP by November 7th.
There is a sheet posted in fellowship hall, or you
may call the church office at 231-352-9148.

WOMEN’S REREAT
NOVEMBER 16, 2019
8:45 am
Women are encouraged to
mark November 16th on
their calendars for a retreat
day with speaker Lee
Neinhuis. Lee has been engaging people through
the Word for close to two decades. People often
describe her as passionate, engaging and sincere,
but it is her firm belief that God’s word still
transforms lives that is most contagious.
She will be speaking about “ Breathe: Finding
the rest you need before the climb you are called
to” based on the scripture Psalm 46:10, Be still
and know that I am God.
The morning will begin at 8:45am and end in the
early afternoon after lunch. Cost for the morning
will be $10. Call now and invite a friend to come
with you for the morning for inspiration and
fellowship. There is a signup sheet in the fellowship hall to reserve your spot or call the church at
231.352.9148. Indicate if you need childcare and
bring a sack lunch for your child. There will be a
book table with resources from Lee. Deadline to
register is November 11th.

SHEPHERD MINISTRY

NOV
24
2 PM

COMMUNITY
THANKSGIVING
SERVICE
St Andrews Presbyterian Church
8190 Lincoln Rd, Beulah
This service is an opportunity for the
community to gather and sing praises
together and give thanks to God for
his many blessings. Our pastor and
choir will be participating in the
service.

ADVENT SEASON
The season of Advent begins this
year on Sunday, December 1st.
Advent devotionals will be
available at the church later this
month for use in your home
during the season. Plan to pick one up and use it
as you again prepare to celebrate God’s great gift
of love, His son Jesus, being born into our world.
There will be children’s devotionals available for
families with young children. More information
on special services and ministries for the season
will be in the December newsletter and our
weekly worship bulletins.

“What have I done today to help
bless others in Jesus’ Name?”

CHOIR
The choir meets each Sunday night at
6:00pm for rehearsal and loves to have
new members. This past month we
welcomed Cherie Suppnick to our group.
The choir began working on the
Christmas Cantata in mid- October. If you are not
a regular choir member and would like to sing for
this special service on December 22nd at 10:00
am, talk with Carolyn Waterson and she will let
you know the details or come on Sunday
evenings at 6 pm.

ON MACKINAC ISLAND
It’s not to early to consider attending this
two-day, Christian women’s retreat at The Grand
Hotel on Mackinac Island next May, 2020. Pink
flyers with details about dates, speakers, and
music are on the table in the Fellowship Hall and
at The Welcome Center. Price info will be
posted on their website, http://wswretreats.org,
next January and includes the retreat, an
overnight stay, 3 meals, and the ferry ride to and
from the island. Online registration begins in
mid-March, 2020.

Fellowship Groups: Each month the following groups meet. Each group is different in

character; but could include devotion, prayer, a meal, fellowship and more. Important
information for you is that you are invited to any group or groups you would like to attend.
Just call the leader for more information or ask Bonnie Putney or Carolyn Waterson; staff.

Lois Ministries - Mondays, 1:30 pm, Small Sanctuary

Lois Ministries is a prayer ministry for mothers and grandmothers to come together and intercede
with prayer for family, especially for grandchildren. Call Shirley Felt 231-864-4420 for more
information. We will meet November 4, 11, 18, 25.
“I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength
through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him.
Your roots will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong.” Ephesians 3:16, 17

Men’s Bible Study - Mondays, 7:00 pm

This Bible Study is for men of all ages and everyone is welcomed as we continue Revelations. If you
have questions, please contact Rob Janusch, 231-383-3979.

Men's Prayer & Breakfast - Second Tuesday, November 12, 8:30 am

Men meet at the Lighthouse Café in Elberta for prayer, fellowship, and breakfast. Please pay for your
own meal. For more information, call Skip Noble 352-7035.

Lunch with Friends - Second Thursday, November 14, Noon

This month we are meeting at Skip and Mary Lou’s at 1044 Watervale Road, Arcadia, Join us for
lunch, fellowship, devotion and our special greeting card ministry. Please bring a dish to pass; your
table service and drinks will be provided. Please call Mary Lou Noble at 231-352-7035.

Game Night - Friday, November 8, 6:30-8:00 pm

Game Nite will meet in fellowship hall at 6:30 for an informal fellowship evening. All are welcomed
to join us. Bring your own drink. Cards, Fun, Fellowship, Snack and Praise will be provided. Host is
Bob Bell 248-252-1389.

Potluckers - Fourth Wednesday of the month, 6:30 pm

This group will not meet in November due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.

Teapot Ministry - most Fridays

Teapot Ministry is a visit (preferably 2 visitors) with our shut-ins. We have a short visit, some tea
and end with devotion. If you would like to visit someone special or you have time to visit someone,
please contact Bonnie Putney at 231.499.6788. This is an extension of our Care Ministry.

Twentieth Ecumenical Prayer Service
Thursday, November 7 10AM-11PM
Ladies are invited to Saint Raphael for prayer,
singing, fellowship and good food. The church is
located at the corner of 18386 Springdale Road
and M-115 in Copemish. Please call Bonnie

YOUTH
BREAKFAST

Sunday, November 17th

The Youth will meet at the
beginning of the Sunday School time for breakfast. Plan to be present and bring a friend to
enjoy some fellowship and class time of learning
about your faith walk.

Ladies’ Tea Party
Saturday, December 7th

The time will be
announced
mid November.
Look for the
reservation
signup in
fellowship
hall.

November is National Prayer month
for Kids Hope USA. Our church
participates in this program in
partnership with Betsie Valley
Elementary School. Each week
mentors meet with their child for one hour of
work and friendship. Each mentor and child is
supported by a prayer partner.
In the month of November, we encourage the
whole church to be in prayer for this ministry that
is changing lives at Betsie Valley and around the
nation. If you are interested in knowing more
about the program or want to be a mentor, talk
with Carolyn Waterson, who serves as director
for the program for our church. The church now
has 9 mentors meeting with children at Betsie
Valley each week. Thank you to these faithful
servants who are sharing in the lives of children.
COLLEGE KIDS

Our college kids have left for
classes. We ask you to pray for
these young adults as they
navigate your school year.
Parents, you are asked to let the
church office know your young adult’s email and
mailing address for communications from the
church.

HOME HEALTHCARE DEVICES
If you have devices such as walkers, crutches,
shower seats, etc., that you no longer need or
want, please contact Rob Janusch. He will see
that they are donated to Benzie Senior
Resources. Thank you.

Blaine Christian Church has an
E-PRAYER, sent out each week
after Sunday’s prayer requests. If you
would like to know Sunday’s prayer
requests and intercessory prayer
requests e-mail bonnieputney@gmail.com and
you will be added to the e-prayer chain.

Samaritan’s Purse
Operation Christmas Child
“Every shoebox gift is a tangible expression of
God’s love that brings joy and the Good News of
Jesus Christ to a child in need.”
Blaine’s OCC schedule:
Shoeboxes are set out in fellowship hall and on the coat rack in the educational hallway.
If you could fill a shoe box with health supplies, school items and toys please pick up one or
two boxes and follow the directions on the flyers inside the box.
You and a friend may like to do a shoebox together, just grab a shoe box and your friend and
fill that box. Again follow the directions in the gift.
We are making enough braided t-shirt jump ropes that everyone should have one for their box.
Please ask for one. Anyone that would like to braid or learn to braid a jump rope see the
directions provided or ask Bonnie Putney or Carolyn Bell.
Thank you to anyone sponsoring an Operation Christmas Child Box. We need to shop to find
the best bargains including a WOW gift, spending $16 on a box and send the $9 postage to
handle the cost of delivering the shoe box to a child who may never had a gift before.

Pack with a prayer, lots of joy and of course love.
Remember the filled boxes must be returned to the Hallway by
November 17 so they will be prayed over before their long journey.
Please put cash or a check to Samaritan’s Church for $9.00 in your
box and secure it shut with one or two rubber bands.
Thank you for working with us to share God’s love with millions of boys and
girls around the world through Operation Christmas Child. May God bless you.
Sincerely, Franklin Graham and Blaine Christian Church

Blaine Christian
Church
Mission Trip
February 1- 8, 2020
Blaine Christian Church’s mission trip will be
February 1 -8, 2020. The mission team that will
be volunteering for Habitat for Humanity Key
West and the Lower Keys includes Pastor Bob
and Deb Larimer, Dave and Laurie Puccio, Russ
and Sara Tiller, Gary and Carolyn Waterson,
Dave and Jeannie VanEerden and Wayne and
Lynda Faber.

Blaine will be helping fill the
holiday gift bags for homebound
seniors. We will be collecting large
print word search and crossword
puzzle books, protein/breakfast
bars and paper towels that the
Benzie Senior Resources need to
fill the gift bags.
Blaine’s donations will be picked up
on Monday, December 9th.
Thanksgiving Offering
Received in Congregations November 10 & 17
Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps
support the education of thousands of students at
our fifteen colleges and universities as well as our
seven seminaries and divinity houses.
Generations of pastors, community leaders, and
agents of social transformation have been
educated at our theological institutions.

Benzie Area Christian Neighbors food drive was
wonderful with over 10,000 pounds of food
donated at the counties grocery stores. That is
enough food for our neighbors for 1½ months.
Blaine volunteered to serve at Shop & Save from
9-5 on Thursday. There were 6 volunteers that
worked, and “You could feel the love that day at
the store”
Thank You.

Donations accepted on an ongoing basis at these community organizations.
Volunteers are always welcome! Applications available at the church.
ECHO
His Love
Benzie Area Christian
Neighbors (BACN
2804 Benzie Hwy
Benzonia, MI, 231-882-9544
Open: Mon-Thur, 10am - 2pm
1st & 3rd Wed, 4pm - 6pm

Habitat for Humanity
Restore
13998 Honor Hwy
Honor, MI 231-325-7750
Open:
Tues-Sat, 10am - 5:30pm

The LoveINC Store
1505 Benzie Hwy,
Benzonia, MI, 231-882-9640
Open:
Mon-Fri, 10am - 6pm; Sat,
10am - 4pm

ARE WE LAYING BRICKS ... OR BUILDING A CATHEDRAL?

Every year, Blaine Christian Church asks us to volunteer to help with Benzie Area Christian
Neighbors (BACN) Fall Food Drive. I’d like to share my experience as one of these volunteers.
I’ve had so much fun the last three years going to Shop ‘N Save, representing Blaine, and asking
customers if they would purchase and donate non-perishable food items for BACN’s food pantry.
Every time I do this, I’m reminded of a story I heard long ago - it helps me realize that I’m not just
asking people to donate a few canned goods - I’m asking them to help our neighbors in need (this is
actually the approach I now use when I ask people to donate).
A traveler came upon three men working as bricklayers. He asked the first man what he was doing
and the man answered gruffly, “I’m laying bricks.” He asked the second man the same question and
he replied, “I’m putting up a wall.” When he asked the third man what he was doing, he answered
enthusiastically and with pride, “I am building a cathedral.”
Three men, all doing the same thing, with three different attitudes. The first man viewed what he
was doing as a job; the second man, a career; but the third man saw a bigger picture, he had a calling,
he was making a difference. Their answer depended on their attitude.
When we see the bigger picture and help others see it, too, they might also choose to want to make a
difference. Isn't that what we all want, to know we’ve made a difference in someone’s life?
- When we help with BACN’s food drive, the bigger picture is helping our neighbors in need
- When we make and sell 900+ apple pies on “Heavenly Apple Pie Day”, it’s not just to make money,
it lets us give financially to local and global missions and be part of reaching others for Christ
- When we mentor children through Kid’s Hope, the bigger picture is knowing we make a difference
in their lives and, potentially, we can show them the difference Christ makes in ours. Ultimately, it
can make an eternal difference
- When we pack a shoe box for Operation Christmas Child, we’re not just giving a child a physical
gift, their lives can be changed by seeing how much God loves them
- When church members serve on any of Blaine’s six committees (see the list in this newsletter), these
are Ministry Teams whose goal is to be an influence for Christ in the lives of the people in our
community
- When we give our tithes/offerings or make a commitment to the church’s stewardship campaign,
we’re not just putting money in the offering, we are working together as a church to bring others
into God’s eternal Kingdom
So, I guess my purpose for writing this is to challenge all of us, including myself, to keep asking
ourselves - what’s the bigger picture?
Do we see what we do every day as a calling from the Lord?
Are we seeing the bigger picture in our daily actions and inspiring others to see it, too?
Do we recognize that what we do can reach others for Christ?
Cathy Bodell

Our Mission
Our purpose at the Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) is to live and share the love
of God as revealed in Jesus Christ through the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Together, we seek
to learn, teach, hear, minister, support, grow and
worship as a community of faith. As Christ’s
disciples, we accept the call to reach out with
God’s love to those outside the church. Thus, as
part of the Church Universal, we intend to serve
both the physical and spiritual needs of our
immediate community and the world. To this
end we commit ourselves to witness and serve in
the fellowship and traditions of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).

Blaine Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
7018 Putney Road
Arcadia, MI 49613

Rev. Robert D. Larimer, Pastor
(231) 352-9148
www.blainechristianchurch.org
email: blainechurch@gmail.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SCHEDULE
8:30 a.m. Praise & Worship Service
11:00 a.m. Traditional Service
9:45 a.m. Sunday School
Coffee & Fellowship following services.

