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BLAINE
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

You have called us together Lord, from all of the various places we wander, and reunited us here in your Sanctuary of Truth! Focus us now, as a single Body. Move us as One, by your Will and your Word! Animate this Body, Lord, with the Presence and Power of your Holy Spirit, so that we will make you proud! We ask this in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
“THE BODY”
Do the letters “ENTJ” mean anything to you? They describe a “Personality Type”, a Myers-Briggs Personality Type. In fact, they describe my Myers-Briggs Personality Type! According to Jungian Psychology, I am “extroverted”, “intuitive”, “thinking”, and “judging”. And I share these character traits with people like, Karl Rove, Dick Cheney and Donald Trump! But also, Al Gore, Rahm Emmanuel, and Hillary Clinton! I process information like Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher, Bill Gates and Steven Jobs! But also, like Adolph Hitler and Joseph Stalin! Julius Caesar was believed to be an “ENTJ”, as was the Philosopher, Aristotle! Apparently, all kinds of very diverse people frame the world in the same way I do!
Myers-Briggs is not the only “Personality Test” out there. There are a bunch, really, scholarly and otherwise! But each of one is an attempt to determine who you are!
There is one based on which colors you prefer. And one on what foods you like. There are several that compare you to animals. One; a Lion, a Beaver, an Otter, or a Golden Retriever. Another; an Owl, a Fox, a Sloth, or a Lion! There is even one from Australia that compares you to a Kangaroo, a Dolphin, an Eagle, or a Wombat! I wonder what type of personality makes one a Wombat, don’t you?
There are several that you can find “on line”. You can find out which Disciple you are most like. Or which Muppet! You can determine whether you are more like Sleeping Beauty, or Snow White, or which of the seven Dwarfs! And here in Ecclesiastical circles, in the Church, we have what we call “Spiritual Gifts Inventories”. Maybe you’ve taken one? These are usually fairly short, but insightful surveys. The results suggest that you might be gifted at Teaching or Preaching, have the gift of Hospitality, or Compassion or Prophesy, whether you are a Leader, or a Healer, or a Peace-Maker!
Most people usually like these assessments! I think it’s because, at heart, we all want to know that we are not strange, that we belong, that there are other people like us out there! But also, that we are unique, and our quirks have a purpose, that even with our differences, we actually fit-in!
Well there weren’t any Myers-Briggs tests in the ancient world. But Paul, I think, was trying to describe the human condition. More importantly, I believe he was trying to highlight how our different gifts blend together to make us the Body of Christ! We are all unique, to be sure! And together, we have a common purpose!

How does that feel? You matter! Each one of us matters! We matter to God, and we are a part of His design for how the Kingdom unfolds! That’s not a new concept. We’ve talked about it before, even briefly last week! But have you ever “owned” it?
“Just as the body, though one, has many parts…so it is with Christ.” “For we were all baptized by one Spirit, so as to form one body.” “You are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it!” Paul writes that we each have different gifts and abilities, different talents! We have all been Blessed in special ways, by, and through, the Holy Spirit! And we each one of us is designed, by God, to use our gifts together, as the Church!

Here it is again! It’s not about you or me as individuals! It’s not even about the gifts that we possess, per se! It’s about how we use our God-given gifts, our Blessing, to edify the Body of Christ! Paul’s “big idea” in this passage, his “big idea” in fact, in this entire letter to the Church in Corinth, is how, and why, we need to be the Church!
Look around! We are, all unique. And yet God has brought us together for a reason. So, to ask, “What can I get out of church?” or, “How does the church benefit me?”, is always the wrong question, no matter what church you find yourself in! The question should always be, “What can I give to the church?”, “How can I contribute here, out of what God has given to me?”!

I still remember that day—where I was, and who I was with. It was over forty years ago. I was in my early twenties. We were all sitting in a circle, at a Church camp over on Crystal Lake, enjoying the sun, and having a theological discussion. And I was complaining about the Church, a lot! Maybe you’ve been there? We tend to find fault, don’t we? And then, burden our brothers and sisters with it. Only someone said to me, “You know, you can keep on complaining about Church. Or, you can get involved and make it better”!
I stopped talking immediately! The truth hit me right between the eyes! He was right! It was shortly after that, that Deb and I started teaching Sunday School, and working with the Youth. We started signing up for Committees too, and stopped focusing so much on ourselves. Looking back, that moment was one of the starting points in my ministry! “You are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it!”
What would you say is the best-known passages in Scripture? I would say, John 3:16. “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life!” Right behind that passage in popularity though, would probably be the famous “Love Passage” of 1 Corinthians 13. “Love is patient and kind, it does not envy or boast, it is not proud. Love does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered. Love keeps no record of wrongs, it does not delight in evil, it rejoices in truth. Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres”! I am sure you’ve heard it.
It starts off with “If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor, and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing”.

That passage is often shared at weddings, isn’t it, to describe true love. But did you know that it was actually written to the Church, to describe how we are supposed to be with each other! It follows right on the heels of today’s passage, in fact, on how all the different parts make up One Body!
Again, Paul did not have a Myers-Briggs test! So, for a visual, he uses “the human body” as a metaphor to make his point. So, just stop and consider the intricate design of the human body! It’s a miracle really! God created us. Knit together in our mother’s womb, it says in Psalm 139! It’s pretty astonishing really! Did you know that there are over 60,000 miles of blood vessels running around inside of the average adult? And traveling on this vast highway of veins, and arteries, and capillaries, is an innumerable number of blood cells? Or that fifteen million of these, are created and destroyed each and every day?
There are 640 muscles in the human body, which account for approximately half your weight! These are all tied together in bundles, the largest of which is a band of about 200. Those are in your rear end.
The smallest band, of just five, is in your eyelid! And that tiny little group not only allows you to blink approximately 17,000 times a day—4.2 million times a year—which not only keeps your eyes moist, but it also removes dust and debris!
Then of course there is the Digestive System, and the Nervous System, the Lymphatic System, and most amazing of all, the Skin! And all these systems operate inter-relatedly, and on automatic, without us ever having to think about it! Our bodies are an extremely complex conglomerate of very diverse parts, all working together in harmony, just as they were designed to do! Each part is unique, exceptional, different and complicated! And yet they all work together to form a single body—one living, breathing, functional being—that moves through the world, and is designed for a purpose, in order to make God known! Well, says Paul, that’s the design for the Church too!
Let’s face it, we are a collection of pretty weird-looking, often opinionated, sometimes dysfunctional organs and tissue! But together, we are the hands and feet of Jesus in the world! And when people look at us, we speak to them about what God is really like! “You are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it”!
There are different kinds of parts, of course, each one with a role to play. There are different functions, and different responsibilities, different talents, and different service. They are all unique! Each one is intended to produce different results! Some of the parts bring fresh air to the Body. While others parts keep the blood pumping, which in turn, distributes that air.
Some parts function to to hold things together. While other parts are what enable us to grow, and move! It’s a great visual, isn’t it! I’m sure you get the point! And here is the caveat! Not a single, solitary part can function in its intended role—it can’t survive, let alone thrive—if it is outside of the Body!

What you do, or don’t do, affects the whole! Whether you do your part, or don’t do your part, determines the overall health of the Body! Every part matters! Each one was designed with a specific purpose in mind! Even though they are all quite different, unique, weird, non-conforming, irritating, bizarre—without even one, the Body won’t be complete! Picture a jigsaw puzzle with a couple of pieces missing. It’s frustrating, isn’t it? It doesn’t look right! Well each one of you is holding a piece!
The city of Corinth was a collection of extremely diverse folks! And the church there, which Paul had established, was made up of a true cross section of the city! Corinth was a major Mediterranean port, located right smack dab in the middle of the Roman Empire. It was situated on an isthmus of land, a narrow stretch between two popular shipping lanes. So, Sailors, from all over the known-world, would shave weeks off of their travel time by stopping in this port city, re-supplying, and then dragging their boats a couple of miles overland to the other side. You can probably imagine what a jumbled mess of people might populate a town like that!
The church there was young, and still struggling to discern who God was calling them to be. They had experienced tremendous growth, over a relatively short period of time, but now things were changing in ways that felt a little uncomfortable to some. People from the original church were predominately Jewish, and had traditions that worked quite well. The newcomers, though, were mostly Gentile, folks from the wider world. And they had their own ideas about how things should be.
Now I know it’s tough, with two thousand years of time and all, but try to imagine how all that might play out! It was a mess really, a swirling vortex, a morass of opinions! It was the church—the Body of Christ—the broken Body of Christ! And the problem was, this “fleshy” witness wasn’t pointing to God! So, Paul wrote this letter, to them and to us, talking about Unity in Christ!
That’s the context for today’s lesson! You were all baptized by one Spirit, into one Body! Yeah, there are different parts! Many in fact! But the Body is a single unit, by design! To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given! Yeah, it is given in different ways! However, the individual manifestation of the Spirit of God is given for the common good!
Did you notice that this passage breaks down into four neat little sections, each with a pretty simply point? Verses 12-13 tell us that there are “No Lone Ranger Christians”! Verse 14-20 tell us that there is “No Reason to Feel Inferior”! We all have different gifts. And they all are important!
Verses 21-26 tell us that there is “No Reason to Feel Superior” either though! Each part was designed by God, just as it is supposed to be! And then, in verses 27-31 we are told that these “Gifts are to be Used to Build Others Up”! We are part of one body!
Remember, several years ago, the Jimmy Dean Breakfast Sandwich commercials? I loved them! I think if Paul would have had a satellite dish, he would have surely mentioned them! There was a commercial about a rainbow that had no color, until she eats her breakfast sandwich. There was one where a cloud is all gloomy and dark, until he gets fed. There was also the original one, where the sun itself is simply unable to shine, without a healthy and nutritious meal.
The one I think Paul would have liked though, my personal favorite, has all the planets and moons wandering around aimlessly in space. They are bumping into each other, and quite frankly, getting in each another’s way. There are even some “celestial bodies” just floating off into space, possibly never to be heard from again! There is no direction to their orbits, no purpose at all! The planets even appear to be frustrated with each other!
That is until the Sun, and be sure you catch the innuendo here, tells them that they were designed to be a “Solar System”. They need to fuel up with Jimmy Dean Breakfast Sandwiches of course, in order to have the energy to do what they were designed to do! Which we might, and Paul certainly would have, take as a metaphor for the Holy Spirit!
Now I don’t want to stretch the illustration too far, or get in trouble for copy-write infringement! But after all the planets take their place, when they all pitch-in and do their part, the alignment of the heavens becomes a truly amazing thing! That’s what happens when the Son is at the center of everything!
Chuck Swindoll has a different metaphor. He describes the church as either a bag of grapes, or a bag of marbles. They look very much alike. They both have a number of round, smooth objects, sort of clustered together in the bag, vying for space. If you shake up a bag of marbles though, all you get is a cold, clanking sound. Nothing else happens. But when you shake up a bag of grapes, they start to blend together. The juice from one grape intermixes with that of another, and another. And eventually, with enough shaking, it blends together to form a very fine wine! “You are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it”!
So, are we, here at Blaine, becoming an exquisite vintage? That’s really the question before us today, the question before us always! Or do we, to those who watch us, just look like a bunch of sour old grapes? Are we pouring ourselves into each other, blending our richness together? Or do we need a little more shaking up? When someone seeking Jesus looks at us, the Incarnate Body of Christ, what is it that they see? I pray it’s not a bunch of shriveled-up raisins, don’t you?
I love this church! I think it is special, I really do! I truly believe that we are Blessed—Blessed to be a Blessing! We are not perfect, of course, not in any way! But I do think we witness to Jesus Christ! I am proud, and honored, to be a Member of this Church!

But there is one last thing that I would like to point out in this text. Notice, if you will, that Paul doesn’t say, “You ought to be the Body of Christ”, or “You should grow, so that someday you can become the Body of Christ.” No, what he says is, “Now, you are the body of Christ”! “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”, took on bodily form! “Now, you are the Body of Christ”! There is an urgency here, isn’t there!

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. Almighty God has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor, freedom for prisoners and the oppressed, and recovery of sight for the blind.” “Now, you are the Body of Christ”! So, is that what people see? And all of God’s people said, Amen!
PASTORAL PRAYER

  Lord, we sometimes feel crushed by the trials of life. And sometimes, the burdens of this world tend to weigh us down. This can fragment us from one another, and especially from you. We carry strife and pain and conflict—wounds that need to be cleansed and healed. We long to be made whole once again. And so, we come to you. We come in repentance Lord, and in love, and in prayer. We come as the Broken Body of Christ, with heads bowed and knees bent. We come as children—beloved, and sometimes disobedient children. But we come, asking to be healed.
    We pray for healing in our selfish and angry world, Lord. Division and strife seem to ravage our planet right now, and particularly right here at home in our country. Calamity and disaster wash over people in waves. Poverty and hunger threaten to rip us apart. While jealousy, and greed, and selfishness, create even more divisions. Many in our world feel separated and alone, isolated from those they love. So, Lord, we ask you to start breaking down these walls. Make us one, Lord, through your Holy Spirit. Transform us, your Church, into a people who glorify you in word and deed. Use us mightily, Lord, to witness your love, and to visibly make you known in the world.
    We pray for healing on broken bodies, Father, for troubled hearts, and unsettled minds. We pray specifically for……………….. We lift up this congregation, Lord, this Church, and every member within it. We raise up the Body of Christ before you, in all of its many manifestations throughout the world. And we pray for your Blessings, for your care, as we step out boldly in your Name. We are your people, Lord, your Incarnate Presence here and now, your representatives. And so, in faith Father, faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we stand before you now, praying the way He taught us saying, Our Father…
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