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MARK 9:38-50 (p. 821)      SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

ESTHER 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 (p. 399)    BLAINE 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

Prepare us Lord, through the reading and study of your Word. Prepare us to be strong and 

courageous witnesses to you. Overcome our fears, Lord. Buffet our weaknesses with your love. 

And inspire us to step out boldly in your Name. We ask this in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

“FAITHFUL” 

The Lectionary has brought us some “excerpts” from the Book of Esther. Only without context, 

it may not make much sense. So, I’m going to do today’s sermon in a little differently. I am 

going to read the Scripture in a minute or two. But first, I’m going to share some background. 

 

They say “history repeats itself”. Do you think that’s true? George Santayana, a 20th Century 

Spanish-American Philosopher and Poet, is quoted as saying, “those who cannot remember the 

past, are condemned to repeat it”. However, Edmund Burke, back in the late 1700’s, is quoted as 

saying, “Those who don’t know history, are doomed to repeat it”. So, do you think history 

repeats itself? Let’s see! 

 

Esther is one of those exceptional stories that just touches your heart! It’s an account of 

faithfulness, and tremendous courage in the face of insurmountable odds! It’s a powerful story, 

an exciting story, one peppered with drama! 
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There is a hero and a villain! The events unfold against a background of mystery and intrigue! 

There is almost a fairytale-like quality to the Book of Esther—where Jack climbs the beanstalk, 

or Red Riding Hood outsmarts the murderous wolf! Only the whole thing is true! Historians and 

Religious Scholars from across cultural lines, as well as religions, all speak of these “real-life” 

events taking place around 478 B.C.! Esther is a popular story too. A favorite for both Christians 

and Jews alike. Some of you may know it well! Many of our ladies did a Bible Study on Esther a 

few years ago, with Beth Moore! But in order for any of us to understand it, let alone 

comprehend the ramifications for today, we need a little history. So, let me set the stage. 

 

The Twelve Tribes of Israel were divided by Civil War. Ten Tribes in the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel, also known as Samaria and Galilee, versus two Tribes in the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

King David united them for a time, somewhere around 1000 B.C. But then, when His son 

Solomon died in 922 B.C., a nasty separation took place! And just like with the America Civil 

War, hard feelings developed in both the north and the south. 

 

Two hundred years later, in 722 B.C., the Northern Kingdom of Israel was overrun by the 

Assyrians, one of the greatest empires of the time! The Southern Kingdom, Judah, continued to 

stumble along for a while. But they too, about a hundred and forty years after that, succumbed to 

their enemies. In 586 B.C., Judah was conquered by the Babylonians. 
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So, Israel, as a Nation, no longer existed. It is exactly the outcome that ISIS, and much of the 

Arab World would like to see happen today. Remember Iranians, recently, shouting in the 

streets, “Death to America” and “Death to Israel”? Remember the Iranian President, not that long 

ago, standing before the United Nations, wanting to see the Jewish people utterly destroyed? Do 

you think history, indeed, repeats itself? 

 

When the Jewish people were conquered in 586 B.C., the captives were “dispersed” among the 

Babylonian lands. It’s called The Great Diaspora by history buffs. Times were hard! And yet 

God’s People persevered. They made do as best they could, even though they were “Strangers in 

a Strange Land”. And the reason I’m telling you all this, is because eventually they were allowed 

to return home. Those Assyrians who took over the North, were eventually conquered by the 

Babylonians who took over the South. And then those Babylonians were eventually beaten by 

the Median-Persians. And the Nation of Israel was once again restored! Their land was given 

back, and the people were allowed to rebuild their Temple in Jerusalem! A remnant of God’s 

Chosen People survived the Exile! And for the next six hundred years or so, things were 

relatively good again—tumultuous and difficult, but good. 

 

Only then it happened again. History repeated itself! In 70 A.D. the Romans, who already 

controlled Israel, burned the Great Temple to the ground! And again, most of the people were 

dispersed among the nations. Again, times were hard. And again, the people persevered as best 

they could. 
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Centuries later, a man named Hitler tried to finish what Caesar had started. He too attempted to 

eradicate every Jew from the face of the planet! It was his “Final Solution” during World War II! 

Maybe you read about it in school? My point is, there is a definite, repetitive theme here, one 

that weaves throughout time. God’s People become targets of hatred, again and again and again! 

 

So, twenty-six hundred years ago the Babylonians, modern day Iraq, conquered the Southern 

Jews. And then they, in turn, are conquered by the Persians, modern day Iran. Can you hear the 

echoes? And three years into the reign of Persia’s new king, we begin the story of Esther. King 

Xerxes, King Ahasuerus in Hebrew, was one of the most powerful and arrogant dictators ever! 

He ruled Persia—basically, the entire known world at that time—all the way from India to 

Ethiopia! Libya, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Bulgaria, Afghanistan, 

and Pakistan were all under Persian control! Again, like ISIS is trying to recreate today! 

 

Now Xerxes was a Tyrant, and certainly not a man to be crossed! He gathered together all of his 

military might and displayed it in the streets of the city, just like you see nations do on the news 

today. For six months he taunted other world leaders by “rattling his sabre” with this great show 

of force! And then, to cap off this half-year display of arrogance, this self-absorbed Ruler of 

Persia decided to hold a week-long drunken binge! Ester 1:7-8 says “By the King’s command 

each guest was allowed to drink with no restrictions, for the king instructed all the wine stewards 

to serve each man what he wished”. Can you see a glimpse of this guy’s personality, his morals? 
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Well his wife, Queen Vashti, wanted no part of this drunken mess! No big surprise! So, when 

Xerxes commanded her to come and “parade her beauty around in front of his guests”, she 

refused. So, he divorced her. And banished her from the country. Then he started looking for a 

new Queen. Xerxes sent orders throughout all 127 Provinces, commanding that the prettiest 

women be brought to the Palace and displayed before him, so that he might select the loveliest 

one to be his new Queen! 

 

Hadassah, a young Jewish girl, whose family was part of that Great Diaspora—an orphan girl 

who was raised by her cousin Mordecai, after her parents died—was one of those pretty women 

brought before the King. Hadassah was gorgeous! She had, to quote Esther chapter two, “a 

lovely figure and was beautiful”! She was smart too, obviously, and courageous, as you’ll see if 

you read the whole story! Hadassah was faithful, faithful to her people and faithful to her God! 

And she was the one actually chosen by Xerxes to became his new Queen. Her Persian name was 

Esther, my grandma’s name. It means “star”, and that’s exactly what she was! 

 

Now the villain in the story was a man named Haman. His ego was even bigger than king 

Xerxes! And he, like Hitler, generations later, had in mind the total annihilation of the Jews! 

Haman was a politician, a bureaucrat. But don’t let that prejudice you. Haman’s problem was 

that Mordecai, like all faithful Jews, worshipped the One True God. And therefore, was more 

loyal to God than to any government, or king, or anyone else! Mordecai even refused to take a 

knee when Haman walked by! Can you imagine that happening today? 



6 

 

So, Haman unwinds an elaborate plot to get Mordecai killed. But also, in the process, to have the 

entire Jewish race wiped from the face of the earth! Haman slithers up to Xerxes in a good 

bureaucratic, kiss-up sort of way and says, “Hey King, it has come to our attention that there is a 

certain ethnic group in your kingdom who consider themselves above your laws. And I would be 

glad to assist your Highness in destroying all these disloyal subjects. In fact, I’ll even pay you to 

have it done! How does 375 tons of gold sound!” 

 

Haman’s argument makes sense to the King, especially after the rebellious situation with his first 

Queen. You can’t tolerate open defiance, not when you are a world ruler! So, Xerxes decrees that 

on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar his army will “destroy, kill and annihilate all the 

Jews—young and old, women and little children—and plunder their goods” (3:13)! There is one 

problem though. Xerxes doesn’t know that his beloved Queen is Jewish! Or, that her adopted 

father Mordecai, a man who has earlier saved the king’s life, is as well! 

 

I am sure you can imagine the weeping and wailing that would have taken place, when the 

Jewish people got wind of this genocidal plan. It shouldn’t surprise us that when Mordecai hears 

about the plan, he immediately sends word to Queen Esther in the Palace begging her to 

remember her people and to help save them! “Who knows?” he says, “Maybe you have been put 

here, for such a time as this!” Esther quickly reminds Mordecai of the Palace rules. Nobody, not 

even the Queen, can just show up, unexpected, asking for an audience with the King! To which 

Mordecai responds by pointing out that Esther, is the only hope her people have! 
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Esther is overwhelmed with fear! Who wouldn’t be? She lies awake at night, tossing and turning! 

She is only one person. She is only one woman—a woman in a world controlled by men!  And 

she knows, clearly, that to go before the King will most likely make him angry, and then she will 

be instantly put to death! And yet, after a little heart-felt wrestling, and I assume much prayer, 

Esther goes anyway, saying, “And if I perish, I perish”!   READ ESTHER 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

 

Scholars point out, that in the entire book of Esther, God is never explicitly mentioned! This is 

clearly a story about God, only in a roundabout sort of way! God doesn’t speak, or intervene, or 

outwardly do anything in the text! Instead, God works behind the scenes, as He so often does, in 

a loving and creative way! I love the fact that God works through ordinary people, in ordinary, 

and not so ordinary situations, don’t you? God accomplishes His ultimate purpose though regular 

people who are willing to be faithful, even in the midst of things! 

 

Chuck Swindoll says, “The immortal, invisible, all-wise hand of God is working behind the 

scenes, hidden from human eyes. Only such a gracious and all-knowing Being would have His 

hand on some forgotten orphan, a little girl who had lost her mother and father. Only such 

Providence would be at work in the life of a lowly Jew, living in exile in the great land of Persia, 

where Ahasuerus ruled in cruel sovereignty, and self-serving Haman officiated in evil 

deceptions!” 
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“There is a beautiful message here,” he continues “for anyone who has ever experienced 

brokenness, for anyone who has ever been brushed by life, for anyone who has ever felt that his 

past is so discolored, so disjointed, so fractured that there is no way in the world God can make 

reason and meaning out of it. Here was a little girl who must have cried her heart out at the death 

of her parents, bereft and orphaned, yet who years later would become key to the very survival of 

her people, the Jews. God and God alone can do such things! He, in fact, does do such things, 

working silently and invisibly behind the events of history.” 

 

Esther was a hero! Make no mistake! I suggest you read the entire book! She was a reluctant 

hero, to be sure, but a hero none-the-less! Ultimately, she did a great service for her people. But 

she took small, hesitant steps to get there. She didn’t look much like a hero. She didn’t even want 

to be a hero. She was a woman in a man’s world! She was a Jew in a Persian world! But she was 

courageous when the time came, and faithful to her people! Faithful to her God! 

 

Esther didn’t even do anything that particularly spectacular when you think about it! She just 

talked honestly and openly with the King about her faith and who she was. But you know that’s 

what makes this story so great! Most of us are not very spectacular either. Nor do we move in 

spectacular circles, or witness spectacular things! No breathtakingly, stunning, acts of Almighty 

God, at least not on a regular basis! No, most of us are just ordinary people, like Esther. And 

that’s okay! In fact, it’s good! Because most of the good that God needs doing in the world, is 

not accomplished in spectacular ways! 
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Oh someday, some of you might be forced to give up your life for your faith. But that’s not very 

likely. It’s not because we live in a culture where it’s safe to be a Christian. On the contrary! It’s 

because we live in a world that has found a way to whittling down the church, and the faith, a 

little bit at a time, so that one day, we just wake up and discover that Christians have been 

marginalized! 

 

Some of you might be required to stand up to the gallows of Haman and testify that Jesus Christ 

is Lord! But that’s probably not very likely either. It’s far more likely that you will be at a fancy 

dinner party somewhere, and the person across from you will make a wisecrack about someone 

of faith, or advocate a lifestyle or behavior that is less than Christian, or start bad-mouthing the 

church in general! And that’s when you will be required to find a way to speak up, and speak out 

about who you are, and what you believe, doing your little part in the salvation, and preservation 

of God’s people! 

 

Let’s face it! We live in a world that, for all of its virtues, no longer worships, let alone obeys the 

One True God! Most people worry far more about getting along and fitting in, than they do about 

“what the Lord requires of me”! We hide, even in the church, and justify it by saying that faith is 

a “personal” thing, or that we are just regular people. But the truth is very different indeed! God 

enlists ordinary people like you and me, and strengthens us to further His Kingdom. And all He 

asks from us is a word of truth, spoken in faith! 
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Mordecai spoke to Esther, while she was in the midst of turmoil, in the midst of a difficult 

choice, trying to decide whether or not to speak up for her faith! He said to her, “If you keep 

quiet at a time like this, deliverance and relief for God’s People will arise from some other place, 

but you and your family will perish”! (4:14) 

 

So, it all comes down to this; Are you willing, when the time comes, in some ordinary way, in 

some ordinary place—at work, or school, or at a party—whether you are young or old—are you 

willing to speak up, and speak out—to share who it is that you are, and what it is that you 

believe? Are you willing? Are you prepared? Because who knows, maybe you were called for 

“such a time as this”! And all of God’s people said, Amen! 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 

      We praise you Lord, for this glorious day! We praise you for giving each one of us this 

beautiful world—and for giving this beautiful world, each one of us! We praise you for filling us 

with your Holy Spirit, so that we might know you intimately, and love you totally! And for 

enabling us to share these Gifts of Faith with those around us! Thank you, Lord, for both our 

“receiving” and our “giving”! 

      Father, it has been a great week for some! And for others, a tense one! Some have faced trials 

and tribulations, that have, at times, seemed almost monumental! Some have faced challenges 

that have felt so big! And others, periodically seized by fears that are so dark, and so real! Each 

of these burdens, Lord, we lay down before you now in prayer. We know that your love will 

prevail. We know that our help is in you. And so, each issue that we face, we now release to you, 

this very moment, entrusting them into your care. Each family member in need, and each friend, 

we place before your altar of grace. We release our precious loved ones into your arms. And 

each fear Lord, we empty out right here and now, so that we might be filled with your Holy 

Spirit instead. 

      Lord, this morning we especially lift up before you those who are on our prayer list, the 

people that we have been praying for all week long. We ask you to shower blessings upon their 

lives, to pour out peace and tranquility on their hearts and minds, and to heal their bodies in truly 

amazing ways. We ask you to comfort them Lord, and those of us who love them. We ask that 

you will be with them, and with…………… and with each person still silently held in our hearts. 
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    Grant the answers for our deepest needs Father. Reside in our hearts Lord. Fill us with your 

Presence, and envelope us in your peace. And please, touch each of our lives in powerful and 

visible ways! Bless us Father, with your super-abundant love. And cause us to do the same with 

those around us. For we ask these things in Jesus’ Name, as we pray together now the very 

prayer that He taught us, saying “Our Father…” 
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OFFERING 

I read an article about a group of Christians who were asked, “Why do you tithe to the church”? 

A few answered with statements like, “We all have an inherent need to be generous”. Others said 

things like, they contributed time and money to the church, “out of a sense of gratitude for all 

that God has done for them, and given too them”. But one man stood up with a different answer. 

He said, “I give out of a sense of defiance! I work fifty hours a week. Most of my life is 

consumed with paying bills and getting money for my family. So, when I give, when I tithe, it’s 

my ‘clenched-fist’ way of saying ‘You don’t have all of me’! There is still ten percent of me 

that’s free, that belongs to God, rather than to the world. I know that ten percent isn’t a whole lot 

of money, or much time, but it’s a start! And real change, great revolutionary events, always 

begin in defiance.” …I thought, what a great way to start changing your life! 

 

COMMUNION 

As with Esther, the ordinary, when used by God, becomes extraordinary! A little bit of bread! A 

small sip of juice! Everyday things become powerful reminders of love, encouragers of 

repentance, even promises of Glory! Through His presence, Almighty God empowers the casual, 

the plain. He lifts up the ordinary, and transforms the common, into the Holy! And we are not 

only reminded of this at the table, but also infused with His Presence, and empowered to make it 

happen! 


