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COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 (p. 955)     APRIL 16, 2017 

MATTHEW 28:1-10 (p. 811)     BLAINE 

EASTER SUNDAY 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

We are here Lord, standing at the entrance to the tomb, filled with excitement and awe, 

with joy and fear. We are here with more than a few questions as well. So please, help us 

to hear your voice as you call out to each one of us by name. Open our ears, and our eyes, 

and our hearts—so that we don’t so much see the empty tomb. But rather, see you, our 

Risen Lord, reaching out to us in love. We ask this in Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

“DAWN” 

Have you ever noticed how many earthquakes there are? There really are quite a few! On 

Thursday, forty-one in the United States in the past 24 hours! Three hundred and fifty-

three in the US in the previous week! One thousand six hundred and sixty-four in the last 

month, and nineteen thousand five hundred and forty-six in the preceding year! World-

wide, magnitude 7 or greater, earthquakes, happen once a month on average. And 

magnitude 2 or less occur several hundred times a day! There are a lot of earthquakes! 

 

The funny thing is people get used to them! I have family members in California who 

think they’re the most common occurrence in the world! They simply step into doorways 

when one takes place. No great fanfare! No big deal! They move away from the windows 

of course. But all-in-all, they just take earthquakes in stride! We uninitiated though, get 

scared to death! 
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I mean the walls shake, and the tables bounce! The ground feels as if it’s shifting beneath 

your feet, which it is! Have you ever found yourself in the middle of an earthquake? All 

of sudden nothing is stable anymore! There is no “safe and secure”! It’s hard to even 

stand up straight! Everything around you is shaking violently! You feel as if you are 

totally out of control—which, when you think about it, you are! 

 

Earthquakes aren’t always geological either, are they? Sometimes the tremors that knock 

you off of your feet are emotional, or relational, or spiritual right! And when you’re in the 

middle of one of those, well, your world is shaken! You had a good job, just a moment 

ago, with all kinds of secure investments. But now, everything is crumbling! The home 

you lived in was absolutely perfect! But now, things are tumbling down around you! Life 

was just fine, wonderful in fact, until the doctor called with those lab results! …I didn’t 

realize that Mike was that upset! …Mom didn’t sound that sick on the phone! …I knew 

Mary was depressed, but… Suddenly everything has shifted beneath your feet! As if out 

of the blue! Everything you trusted to be stable, is instantly not! In the blink of an eye, 

the rug gets pulled out from under you! 

 

I imagine that’s what it was like for Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, don’t you? 

Here they are walking through the streets of Jerusalem in the early morning hours, 

because their world has been completely torn apart! The man, who had promised so 

much, has now been killed, and laid to rest in a local man’s tomb! 
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He did such amazing miracles! He stood toe-to-toe with those in authority, and taught 

how to really live according to God’s Word! He raised people from the dead! But now 

they have crucified Him! 

 

As you make your way out of the city, in the pre-dawn twilight, your soul is 

overwhelmed with sorrow and grief! Your friend has been buried in a rock-covered 

tomb! Your Rabbi, your teacher, the hoped-for Messiah is now dead! The one you 

followed as Lord has been crucified! Imagine the emotional earthquake! 

 

You walk slowly to the place of death! Through the shadows! Maybe whistling in the 

dark to keep the terror at bay! And as you do, you consider all that has taken place. There 

was that glorious parade just a week ago, the triumphal entry into town. There were all 

those wonderful teachings on the Temple steps, and the healings for those afflicted. There 

were such humble goodbyes in the Upper Room, as you celebrated the Passover together. 

And then, that long, agonizing night! 

 

You carry spices with you now to anoint the body. You wanted to do it yesterday, but it 

was the Sabbath. By tomorrow it will be too late! You are exhausted, emotionally and 

physically. But there is one last act of love that has to be done! You make your way, as 

best you can, tiptoeing along an emotional fault line—one that threatens to knock you to 

your knees! When suddenly you experience a physical earthquake as well! 
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Try to imagine what that was like! Just for a moment! Scripture says it was a “violent 

earthquake,” one caused by an Angel of the Lord who has come down from heaven and 

rolled back the entrance stone! The soldiers guarding the tomb would have obviously felt 

it too! That’s not something you miss! And seeing that Angel, dressed in white, they did 

the only logical thing to do! The fell to the ground as if they were dead! 

 

Their whole world has been shaken as well! They were commanded, on penalty of death, 

to guard the tomb, so that Jesus’ Disciples couldn’t come and steal the body away. Jesus 

said that when the Temple was destroyed, He would rebuild it again in three days! So 

Pilate sealed the tomb, and assigned an entire Roman Cohort of soldiers to make sure the 

boulder wasn’t moved! But now it has been, by an earthquake and an Angel! That 

Heavenly being is still there in fact, in shimmering clothes, sitting on top of the stone! 

Your world has been rocked, hasn’t it, literally! 

 

What would it be like to be in their sandals? What would you do if you were one of the 

women? What would it be like to try and stand upright in the middle of an Earthquake 

like that? How would you cope? How would you survive? Hide, maybe, hunker down in 

fear? John says that’s what the Disciples did! In fact they where hiding behind locked 

doors when Mary came back to them with the eye-witness report of what she had found, 

the Risen Lord! Or would you run away? Your world has been rocked with such sadness 

and loss! You are drowning in sea of grief! I mean that’s what two of the Disciples did! 

According to Luke, they took off for the nearby town of Emmaus! 
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Maybe escape is your preferred coping technique when earthquakes strike too? Do you 

crawl into a book, or immerse yourself in a movie when the ground starts to shake around 

you? Do you hide under something, or behind something, like a bottle of alcohol or pills? 

Do you bury yourself in your work maybe, or flee into the world of play? What do you 

do when the ground beneath you starts to shift? 

 

Some people simply take the next step! They put one foot in front of the other! Some just 

gather up their spices and head to the tomb, do what needs to be done, internally hanging 

on with all their might, so that they don’t slip over the edge and into despair! 

 

You’ve seen earthquakes on the news, haven’t you? It’s such a graphic picture of 

devastation! People are shaken to their very depths of their souls! Driven to their knees! 

A wave of hopelessness comes crashing down around them! It’s like a tsunami, or tidal 

wave, or both! It breaks your heart! People sifting through debris! Crying! Frantically 

digging! Hoping! Searching for just a glimmer of life! 

 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, the women were not looking for a 

glimmer of life. They were only expecting to find death! They were there when Jesus was 

beaten and tortured. They saw His broken body nailed to the Cross! They heard Him 

speak His last words, and sigh with His last breath! They witnessed the spear piercing His 

side, proving that He was dead, and watched as His body was taken down. They saw it 

wrapped in the burial linen. 
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They followed as the men carried His body to the Garden Tomb. They cringed at the 

finality as that heavy stone rolled down the trough, and into place with a thud! They 

didn’t expect to find anything at the tomb, except a corpse, and a whole contingent of 

soldiers of course, who they hoped would help roll that stone back open again! 

…Imagine what that was like! 

 

I think it’s interesting that Matthew highlights the earthquake, don’t you? He mentioned 

one earlier too, a couple of days ago, at three o’clock in afternoon, on Friday. The earth 

shook, he said, and rocks split open, as Jesus gave up His Spirit into the hands of God! At 

that very moment, the curtain in the Temple—the wall separating God from man—was 

torn in two from top to bottom! Don’t miss the symbolism there! 

 

Matthew talks about an earthquake at Mt. Sinai too, remember, when the People of God 

were gathered around the mountain, and God came down to them to share His plan with 

them! There is another earthquake in Revelation at the end of time, when the sixth seal is 

opened, and the Lord comes to live with His people and bring His plan to completion! 

 

Apparently God’s Presence can be like an earthquake! …Or more to the point maybe, 

when there is an earthquake, God’s Presence can be! …But notice though, what takes 

place when that happens. Those who oppose Him are driven to their knees, frightened to 

death! While those who love Him, drop to their knees in wonder and awe! …All bow, 

though, don’t they! At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, in Heaven and on earth! 
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You know, I really love the honesty in Scripture! None of those who faithfully follow are 

made out to be perfect! And I really appreciate the fact that none of the Gospel writers try 

to describe the Resurrection. They simply describe the discovery of the empty tomb! And 

then later, of course, the appearances of Christ to those He loved! All of them, Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John leave the Resurrection the mystery that it is! 

 

That’s because we can’t explain it! Not by human standards or measurements! Nor 

should we even try! Resurrection Faith is not a matter of analysis! It’s a matter of 

Worship! The Resurrection is something that God did for us, and to us, and with us at the 

end of time! And we believe it, not because we understand it, or can explain it! We 

believe it because we have experienced the Risen Christ ourselves! 

 

The people in Jerusalem were regular people, just like we are, people with the same 

questions and the same doubts and the same emotions that we have! And yet they were 

powerful witnesses to the truth of the Resurrection, because of their own experience! …I 

don’t know about you, but that makes it easier for me to relate! 

 

Matthew doesn’t hide the fact that the women were afraid and didn’t really understand. 

They were on the way to the tomb with spices to anoint Jesus’ body for proper burial. 

They had no idea that the stone would be rolled away, or that the Roman guards would be 

laying there on the ground like dead men quaking with fear! They didn’t expect the 

empty tomb, or the angel’s visit, or the instructions to go and tell the Disciples the Good 

News! 
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Matthew even tells us flat out that, “They hurried away from the tomb afraid, yet filled 

with joy,” shaken by an earthquake of emotions! Mark says, “Trembling and bewildered, 

the women went out and fled from the tomb. And they said nothing to anyone because 

they were afraid”! Mark also tells us that when the women told the Disciples that they 

had personally seen the Risen Lord, the Disciples didn’t believe it”! He says, “They did 

not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense”! Peter, even 

after bending down and looking into the tomb himself, after seeing the strips of linen 

burial cloth lying there, “went away wondering to himself what had happened”! 

 

In John’s account of Easter morning we find Mary standing outside of the tomb crying. 

And when she sees the angels, she asks them what in the world is going on! Even when 

she sees Jesus face-to-face, raised from death to new life, she still doesn’t get it at first! 

She thinks He’s the gardener! She has no idea what has happened, or how! And John 

doesn’t try to hide her doubts! I do really appreciate that! It adds more credibility, as far 

as I’m concerned! But when Jesus calls out to her by name, Mary realizes the truth! And 

that, I believe, is the key to discovering the truth! 

 

The Disciples didn’t understand what was going on at the empty tomb! Why else would 

they be hiding, even after several of them had seen it for themselves! If your Lord had 

conquered death, why would you be cowering in fear? It doesn’t make sense! Unless, of 

course you didn’t understand! But when the Resurrected Jesus came to them, and called 

out their names, they believed! It’s not the Empty Tomb, is it? It’s the Risen Lord that 

explains the Resurrection! You have to experience it for yourself! 
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Jesus tells the women “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my Brothers to go to Galilee; there 

they will see me”. He repeats for them just what the Angel of God said earlier. Don’t be 

afraid. I am right here with you. And tell my Brothers I will be with them as well! Don’t 

miss this part, because it may be the most precious Easter Gift of all! …These are the 

very same Brothers who have betrayed Him and denied Him, the very same Brothers who 

abandoned Him as He hung there on the Cross! These are the Brothers who ran away, the 

Brothers who are hiding still, those who don’t even have a clue! “Tell them, my 

Brothers,” says Jesus, “that I will come to them as well, just like I promised! 

 

The Resurrection of Jesus makes it plain, doesn’t it! With God all things are possible, 

especially reconciliation! Death no longer has a hold on us! Satan no longer holds us 

captive! There is no sin beyond absolution, no guilt that is unconquerable! There is no 

soul beyond redemption, and no person beyond God’s love, beyond God’s reach! 

Romans 5:8 says “God demonstrates His love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us”! The gift of forgiveness, the gift of redemption, the gift of 

Resurrection, is offered to each and every one of us! That’s the Good News of Easter 

Morning! And all of God’s people said, Amen! 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 

Lord, we pray this morning silently, as individuals—and verbally, as a community of 

faith. We pray because we are scared and hurt, but also because we rejoice and are 

thankful. We pray to you constantly Lord, or so we should, because we are your people 

and you are our God. And we pray with confidence, and in faith, trusting that Your Will 

is what is best for our lives. So we pray Father, even now! 

     Lord, we rejoice because of the empty tomb, especially today! We rejoice in your 

promise that we too will one day be raised to eternity, to live in your Holy Presence. We 

rejoice in the fact that we are healed Lord, that our relationships with you are healed, and 

our relationships with one another as well, all because of the sacrifice of your Son Jesus 

Christ. Thank you for making us whole, Father! 

     We also pray this morning, Lord, bringing our cares and concerns before your Holy 

Altar of Grace. You have heard our silent prayers, and searched our hearts for even more. 

And now, together, we lift up our sisters and brothers who need your healing touch. 

Father, please be with……………………..……………………….. 

     Please hold each one of these precious loved ones close to your heart, and surround 

them with your loving arms. Please grant to each whatever they need most right now, and 

help us to do the same in your Name. Please pour out peace and healing on their lives, 

Lord, and on this troubled world. Grant wisdom and guidance to our leaders and rulers, 

and salvation to all people through Jesus Christ. And please, use your church Lord, all of 

its members mightily, in bringing this about. Strengthen us with the power of your Holy 

Spirit, so that we may face whatever will come our way, as we lift these prayers to you in 

Jesus’ name, along with the one that He taught us Himself saying, Our Father… 


